
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ABOUT CAREER STUDY: 

Career Study is a forward-thinking educational platform designed to empower students across 

India, with a special focus on the Northeast region. Recognized as a "Startup" 

under the Assam Startup Policy 2016 by the Government of Assam and 

officially registered under the MSME, Government of India.  

 

At Career Study, we believe in creating opportunities, fostering growth, and 

inspiring success—one student at a time. 
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ENGDSM-251 

Essays and Short Stories 

Unit I: Introduction to Essays and Short Stories:  

i. Essay as a Literary Genre  

ii. Features of Prose writing  

iii. Types of Prose, Biography, Autobiography  

iv. Elements of short story: Theme, Conflict, Plot, Setting, Point of View, Character  

 

Unit II: The Essay 1:  

i. Sir Francis Bacon : “Of Revenge”  

ii. Charles Lamb: "The Two Races Of Men"  

 

Unit III: The Essay 2:  

i. W.E.B. du Bois : “Strivings of the Negro People”  

ii. Subroto Bagchi : From Go Kiss the World: “Learning to Listen” (p. 145-150) and “Who Is a Good 

Leader?” (p. 150-155)  

 

Unit IV: The Short Story 1:  

i. Rabindranath Tagore: “The Kabuliwala”  

ii. R. K. Narayan: “Gateman’s Gift”  

 

Unit V: The Short Story 2:  

i. O Henry: “The Cop and the Anthem”  

ii. Tolstoy: “The Imp and the Peasant’s Bread”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT – I 

CHAPTER – 1 

Q.What is an essay? 

A.An essay is a short piece of nonfiction writing that explores a particular topic or theme. 

 

Q. What are the key characteristics of an essay? 

A. Essays are typically characterized by their use of rhetorical devices, personal perspective, and 

exploratory tone. 

 

Q.Who is considered the father of the essay? 

A. Michel de Montaigne is often considered the father of the essay, as he popularized the genre in 

the 16th century. 

 

Q.What is the difference between a personal essay and an academic essay? 

A. Personal essays focus on the writer's individual experiences and emotions, while academic essays 

focus on analyzing and interpreting external sources and ideas. 

 

Q. What is the purpose of an essay? 

A. The purpose of an essay can vary, but common goals include exploring a topic, persuading the 

reader, or expressing the writer's opinion. 

 

Q.What are some common types of essays? 

A.Common types of essays include narrative essays, descriptive essays, expository essays, persuasive 

essays, and analytical essays. 

 

Q.How does an essay differ from other forms of nonfiction writing? 

A.Essays are distinct from other forms of nonfiction writing, such as articles or reports, in their use of 

rhetorical devices and personal perspective. 

 

Q.What is the role of the writer's voice in an essay? 

A.The writer's voice plays a crucial role in an essay, as it helps to establish the tone and persuade the 

reader. 

 



 

 

Q.How does an essay typically begin? 

A. Essays often begin with a hook or a provocative statement that grabs the reader's attention and 

sets the tone for the rest of the piece. 

 

Q.What is the importance of revision in the essay-writing process? 

A. Revision is essential in the essay-writing process, as it allows the writer to refine their ideas, clarify 

their language, and strengthen their argument. 

 

Q.What is the relationship between the essay and other literary genres? 

A. The essay is a flexible and hybrid genre that often incorporates elements from other literary 

genres, such as poetry, fiction, and drama. 

 

Q.How does the essay use rhetorical devices to persuade the reader? 

A.Essays use a range of rhetorical devices, including metaphor, analogy, and allusion, to persuade the 

reader and create a convincing argument. 

 

Q.What is the role of the reader in the essay-writing process? 

A.The reader plays a crucial role in the essay-writing process, as the writer must consider the reader's 

needs, expectations, and perspectives when crafting their argument. 

 

Q.How does the essay balance objectivity and subjectivity? 

A.Essays often balance objectivity and subjectivity by using evidence and research to support the 

writer's personal perspective and opinions. 

 

Q.What is the significance of the essay's structure and organization? 

A. The essay's structure and organization are crucial in creating a clear and convincing argument, as 

they help the writer to build a logical and coherent case. 

 

Q.How does the essay use transitions and connections to create a cohesive argument? 

A.Essays use transitions and connections, such as transitional phrases and sentences, to create a 

cohesive argument and guide the reader through the writer's reasoning. 

 

Q.What is the role of evidence and research in the essay-writing process? 



 

 

A.Evidence and research play a crucial role in the essay-writing process, as they help the writer to 

build a convincing argument and support their claims. 

 

Q.How does the essay address counterarguments and opposing viewpoints? 

A.Essays often address counterarguments and opposing viewpoints by acknowledging and 

responding to them, which helps to strengthen the writer's argument and create a more convincing 

case. 

 

Q.What is the significance of the essay's conclusion? 

A.The essay's conclusion is significant, as it provides a final thought or call to action, and helps to 

reinforce the writer's main argument. 

 

Q.How does the essay contribute to ongoing conversations and debates? 

A. Essays often contribute to ongoing conversations and debates by providing new insights, 

perspectives, and arguments, which help to advance our understanding of a particular topic or issue. 

 

Q.What is the primary purpose of an essay? 

A.The primary purpose of an essay is to explore and express the writer's thoughts, opinions, and 

perspectives on a particular topic. 

 

Q.What is the difference between a narrative essay and a descriptive essay? 

A. A narrative essay tells a story, while a descriptive essay describes a person, place, or object. 

 

Q. What is the role of imagery in an essay? 

A. Imagery helps to create vivid and sensory descriptions, drawing the reader into the writer's world. 

 

Q.How does an essay use evidence to support its claims? 

A.An essay uses evidence, such as statistics, expert opinions, and personal experiences, to support its 

claims and create a convincing argument. 

 

Q.What is the significance of the essay's title? 

A. The title of an essay provides a glimpse into the writer's main argument or theme, and helps to 

grab the reader's attention. 

 



 

 

Q. How does an essay use rhetorical questions to engage the reader? 

A.Rhetorical questions encourage the reader to think critically and engage with the writer's 

argument. 

 

Q.What is the role of tone in an essay? 

A.Tone helps to establish the writer's attitude and perspective, creating a connection with the reader. 

 

Q. How does an essay use allusions to create depth and context? 

A. Allusions reference other texts, events, or cultural icons, adding depth and context to the writer's 

argument. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the essay's conclusion? 

A.The conclusion provides a final thought or call to action, reinforcing the writer's main argument. 

 

Q.How does an essay contribute to ongoing conversations and debates? 

A.Essays provide new insights, perspectives, and arguments, advancing our understanding of a 

particular topic or issue. 

 

 

Q. Briefly explain this topic, Essay. 

 

The Evolution of the Essay 

The essay has a rich and varied history, spanning centuries and continents. From its origins in ancient 

Greece and Rome, to its development in 16th-century Europe, the essay has evolved into a diverse 

and flexible genre. Today, essays can be found in a wide range of forms and styles, from personal 

reflections and memoirs, to critical analyses and arguments. 

 

The Characteristics of the Essay 

So, what defines an essay? While essays can take many forms, they typically share certain 

characteristics. These include: 

 

- A focus on exploration and discovery, rather than persuasion or argument 

- A personal and reflective tone, which often incorporates the writer's own experiences and 

perspectives 



 

 

- A use of rhetorical devices, such as metaphor and analogy, to create vivid and engaging prose 

- A flexible and adaptable structure, which can take many forms and shapes 

 

The Role of the Writer's Voice 

The writer's voice is a crucial element of the essay, as it helps to establish the tone and create a 

connection with the reader. In an essay, the writer's voice can take many forms, from formal and 

objective, to personal and reflective. Effective essays often use the writer's voice to create a sense of 

intimacy and immediacy, drawing the reader into the writer's world and experiences. 

 

The Importance of Revision 

Revision is an essential part of the essay-writing process, as it allows the writer to refine their ideas, 

clarify their language, and strengthen their argument. Through revision, writers can ensure that their 

essays are clear, concise, and effective, making a lasting impression on their readers. 

 

The Relationship Between the Essay and Other Genres 

The essay is a hybrid and flexible genre, which often incorporates elements from other literary 

genres. For example, essays may use narrative techniques, such as storytelling and dialogue, to 

create vivid and engaging prose. They may also incorporate elements of poetry, such as imagery and 

metaphor, to create a rich and evocative texture. 

 

The Role of the Reader 

The reader plays a crucial role in the essay-writing process, as the writer must consider the reader's 

needs, expectations, and perspectives when crafting their argument. Effective essays often use 

rhetorical devices, such as address and invocation, to create a sense of connection and engagement 

with the reader. 

 

The Significance of the Essay's Structure and Organization 

The essay's structure and organization are crucial in creating a clear and convincing argument. 

Effective essays often use a range of structural devices, such as transitions and connections, to guide 

the reader through the writer's reasoning and create a cohesive and logical case. 

 

The Use of Evidence and Research 

Evidence and research play a crucial role in the essay-writing process, as they help the writer to build 

a convincing argument and support their claims. Effective essays often use a range of evidence, such 

as statistics, expert opinions, and personal experiences, to create a rich and persuasive case. 

 



 

 

The Role of Counterarguments and Opposing Viewpoints 

Counterarguments and opposing viewpoints play an important role in the essay-writing process, as 

they help the writer to anticipate and respond to potential criticisms and objections. Effective essays 

often use counterarguments and opposing viewpoints to create a more nuanced and persuasive 

case. 

 

The Significance of the Essay's Conclusion 

The essay's conclusion is a crucial element, as it provides a final thought or call to action, and helps 

to reinforce the writer's main argument. Effective conclusions often use rhetorical devices, such as 

repetition and emphasis, to create a lasting impression on the reader. 

 

The Contribution of the Essay to Ongoing Conversations and Debates 

Essays often contribute to ongoing conversations and debates by providing new insights, 

perspectives, and arguments. Effective essays can help to advance our understanding of a particular 

topic or issue, and can even challenge and subvert dominant discourses and power structures. 

 

CHAPTER – 2 

Q.What is the primary language used in prose writing? 

A.Ordinary language is used in prose writing. 

 

Q.How is prose writing typically organized? 

A. Prose writing is typically organized into paragraphs. 

 

Q. What tone does prose writing often aim to create? 

A. Prose writing often aims to create a realistic tone. 

 

Q. What is the role of imagery in prose writing? 

A.Imagery is used to create vivid descriptions and draw the reader into the writer's world. 

 

Q. How does prose writing develop characters? 

A. Prose writing develops characters through description, dialogue, and action. 

 

Q.What is the purpose of plot in prose writing? 



 

 

A. Plot creates tension and resolution, engaging the reader in the story. 

 

Q. How does prose writing use themes and symbolism? 

A.Themes and symbolism add depth and meaning to the writing. 

 

Q.What is the role of style and tone in prose writing? 

A. Style and tone create a unique voice and atmosphere in the writing. 

 

Q. What is the purpose of prose writing? 

A. Prose writing can entertain, inform, persuade, or reflect. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use figurative language?A.Figurative language adds depth, complexity, and 

creativity to the writing. 

 

Q.What is the role of syntax and grammar in prose writing? 

A.Syntax and grammar provide the structure and framework for effective communication. 

 

Q. How does prose writing use vocabulary? 

A.Prose writing uses a wide range of vocabulary to create vivid descriptions and convey complex 

ideas. 

 

A.What is the purpose of pacing and tension in prose writing? 

A.Pacing and tension create drama and suspense, engaging the reader in the story. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use dialogue? 

A.Dialogue reveals character, advances the plot, and creates tension or conflict. 

 

Q. What is the role of setting in prose writing? 

A.Setting creates a sense of time and place, drawing the reader into the writer's world. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use symbolism? 

A. Symbolism adds depth and meaning to the writing, conveying complex ideas and themes. 



 

 

 

Q. What is the purpose of foreshadowing in prose writing? 

A. Foreshadowing creates suspense and tension, hinting at events that will unfold later in the story. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use imagery and description? 

A. Imagery and description create vivid and immersive experiences, drawing the reader into the 

writer's world. 

 

Q.What is the role of tone and atmosphere in prose writing? 

A.Tone and atmosphere create a specific emotional response, drawing the reader into the writer's 

world. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use point of view? 

A. Point of view determines how the reader experiences the story, and can be used to create 

suspense, empathy, or surprise. 

 

Q.What is the primary characteristic of prose writing? 

A.Prose writing is characterized by its ordinary language and lack of a regular rhythm or meter. 

 

Q.What is the role of paragraphs in prose writing?  

A.Paragraphs provide a clear and logical structure to prose writing, separating ideas and creating a 

visual break for the reader. 

 

Q. How does prose writing use imagery?  

A.Prose writing uses imagery to create vivid descriptions and draw the reader into the writer's world, 

using sensory details to evoke emotions and ideas. 

 

Q.What is the purpose of character development in prose writing? 

A.Character development creates believable and relatable characters, allowing the reader to become 

invested in their stories and experiences. 

 

Q. How does prose writing use symbolism?  



 

 

A. Symbolism adds depth and meaning to prose writing, conveying complex ideas and themes 

through objects, colors, or other elements. 

 

Q.What is the role of tone and atmosphere in prose writing?  

A.Tone and atmosphere create a specific emotional response, drawing the reader into the writer's 

world and shaping their interpretation of the text. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use dialogue?  

A.Dialogue reveals character, advances the plot, and creates tension or conflict, providing insight into 

the characters' thoughts, feelings, and motivations. 

 

Q.What is the purpose of pacing and tension in prose writing?  

A. Pacing and tension create drama and suspense, engaging the reader in the story and controlling 

the speed at which they experience the narrative. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use point of view? 

A. Point of view determines how the reader experiences the story, and can be used to create 

suspense, empathy, or surprise, influencing the reader's interpretation of the text. 

 

Q.What is the role of setting in prose writing? 

A10: Setting creates a sense of time and place, drawing the reader into the writer's world and 

providing context for the characters' experiences. 

 

Q.What is the significance of figurative language in prose writing?  

A.Figurative language adds depth, complexity, and creativity to prose writing, conveying complex 

ideas and emotions through metaphors, similes, and other literary devices. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use foreshadowing?  

A.Foreshadowing creates suspense and tension, hinting at events that will unfold later in the story 

and adding depth and complexity to the narrative. 

 

Q. What is the role of syntax and grammar in prose writing?  

A.Syntax and grammar provide the structure and framework for effective communication, creating 

clear and concise sentences that convey the writer's intended meaning. 



 

 

 

Q.How does prose writing use vocabulary?  

A.Prose writing uses a wide range of vocabulary to create vivid descriptions and convey complex 

ideas, selecting words that precisely convey the writer's intended meaning. 

 

Q.What is the significance of realism in prose writing?  

A.Realism creates a believable and immersive experience, drawing the reader into the writer's world 

and providing a truthful representation of life. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use stream-of-consciousness narration?  

A.Stream-of-consciousness narration creates a fluid and unstructured narrative, mirroring the natural 

flow of thoughts and feelings in the human mind. 

 

Q.What is the role of symbolism in prose writing? 

A. Symbolism adds depth and meaning to prose writing, conveying complex ideas and themes 

through objects, colors, or other elements that carry meaning beyond their literal interpretation. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use irony?  

A. Irony creates a contrast between what is expected and what actually occurs, adding complexity 

and depth to the narrative. 

 

Q.What is the significance of imagery in prose writing?  

A. Imagery creates vivid descriptions and sensory experiences, drawing the reader into the writer's 

world and evoking emotions and ideas. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use humor?  

A.Humor adds tone and atmosphere to prose writing, creating a lighthearted and entertaining 

experience for the reader. 

 

Q.What is the role of satire in prose writing?  

A.Satire critiques societal norms and conventions, using irony and humor to comment on current 

events and issues. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use magical realism?  



 

 

A. Magical realism combines realistic descriptions of everyday life with magical or fantastical 

elements, creating a unique and captivating narrative. 

 

Q. What is the significance of narrative voice in prose writing?  

A.Narrative voice determines the tone and perspective of the narrative, influencing how the reader 

interprets the story. 

 

Q. How does prose writing use epistolary format?  

A.Epistolary format uses letters, diaries, or other documents to tell the story, creating an intimate 

and personal narrative. 

 

Q.What is the role of symbolism in character development?  

A.Symbolism adds depth and complexity to character development, using objects, colors, or other 

elements to convey character traits and motivations. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use foreshadowing to create suspense?  

A.Foreshadowing creates suspense by hinting at events that will unfold later in the story, keeping the 

reader engaged and invested. 

 

Q.What is the significance of setting in creating atmosphere?  

A.Setting creates atmosphere by establishing the time and place of the narrative, influencing the 

reader's emotional response. 

 

Q How does prose writing use humor to critique societal norms?  

A.Humor critiques societal norms by using irony and satire to comment on current events and issues. 

 

Q.What is the role of imagery in creating a sense of place?  

A. Imagery creates a sense of place by using vivid descriptions of setting, establishing the time and 

place of the narrative. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use narrative structure to create tension?  

A. Narrative structure creates tension by controlling the pace and flow of the narrative, keeping the 

reader engaged and invested. 

 



 

 

CHAPTER – 3 

Q.What is a novel? 

A. A novel is a book-length work of fiction that explores themes, characters, and plot. 

 

Q.What is a short story? 

A. A short story is a brief work of fiction that typically explores a single theme, character, or plot. 

 

Q.What is an essay? 

A. An essay is a nonfiction piece that explores a topic, theme, or issue, often using personal 

experience and evidence. 

 

Q.What is a memoir? 

A. A memoir is a nonfiction work that focuses on the author's personal experiences and memories. 

 

Q.What is a biography? 

A.A biography is a nonfiction work that tells the story of someone's life, often highlighting their 

achievements and experiences. 

 

Q. What is a descriptive piece? 

A. A descriptive piece is a type of prose that uses vivid language to describe a person, place, object, 

or experience. 

 

Q. What is a narrative piece? 

A. A narrative piece is a type of prose that tells a story, often using characters, plot, and setting. 

 

Q.What is an expository piece? 

A. An expository piece is a type of prose that explains or describes a topic, often providing 

information and evidence. 

 

Q.What is a persuasive piece? 

A.A persuasive piece is a type of prose that aims to convince the reader of a particular point of view 

or opinion. 

 



 

 

Q.What is a reflective piece? 

A.A reflective piece is a type of prose that explores the author's thoughts, feelings, and experiences, 

often using personal reflection and analysis. 

 

Q.What is a historical fiction piece? 

A.A historical fiction piece is a type of prose that combines historical facts with fictional elements. 

 

Q.What is a science fiction piece? 

A.A science fiction piece is a type of prose that explores the consequences of scientific or 

technological advancements. 

 

Q. What is a fantasy piece? 

A. A fantasy piece is a type of prose that involves supernatural or magical elements. 

 

Q.What is a mystery piece? 

A. A mystery piece is a type of prose that involves solving a puzzle or uncovering a hidden truth. 

 

Q.What is a romance piece? 

A. A romance piece is a type of prose that focuses on the emotional journey of the characters, often 

with a happy ending. 

 

Q.What is a horror piece? 

A. A horror piece is a type of prose that aims to evoke fear, anxiety, or unease in the reader. 

 

Q. What is a travelogue? 

A.A travelogue is a type of prose that describes the author's travels and experiences in different 

places. 

 

Q.What is a personal essay? 

A.A personal essay is a type of prose that explores the author's personal experiences, thoughts, and 

feelings. 

 

Q.What is a critical essay?_ 



 

 

A. A critical essay is a type of prose that analyzes and interprets a text, often evaluating its meaning 

and significance. 

 

Q.What is a humorous piece? 

A.A humorous piece is a type of prose that aims to entertain and amuse the reader, often using wit, 

irony, and satire.  

 

Q.What is an autobiography? 

A.An autobiography is a biography written by the person themselves. 

 

Q.What is a authorized biography? 

A.An authorized biography is written with the permission and cooperation of the subject. 

 

Q.What is an unauthorized biography? 

A. An unauthorized biography is written without the permission or cooperation of the subject. 

 

Q. What is a historical biography? 

A.A historical biography focuses on the life of a historical figure, often exploring their impact on 

history. 

 

Q.What is a literary biography? 

A. A literary biography focuses on the life of a writer or literary figure, often exploring their literary 

works. 

 

Q. What is a celebrity biography? 

A.A celebrity biography focuses on the life of a famous person, often exploring their career and 

personal life. 

 

Q.What is a memoir biography? 

A.A memoir biography is a personal narrative that focuses on a specific aspect or period of the 

subject's life. 

 

Q.What is a collective biography? 



 

 

A. A collective biography is a collection of biographies about multiple individuals, often with a shared 

theme or connection. 

 

Q. What is an oral biography? 

A. An oral biography is based on interviews and oral testimonies, often providing a unique and 

personal perspective. 

 

Q.What is a psychological biography? 

A.A psychological biography explores the subject's psychological motivations and experiences, often 

using psychological theories and analysis. 

 

Q. What is a full autobiography? 

A.A full autobiography is a comprehensive and detailed account of the author's entire life. 

 

Q.What is a partial autobiography? 

A.A partial autobiography focuses on a specific aspect or period of the author's life. 

 

Q.What is a memoir? 

A. A memoir is a personal narrative that focuses on a specific theme, experience, or period of the 

author's life. 

 

.What is a confessional autobiography? 

A.A confessional autobiography is a candid and introspective account of the author's life, often 

exploring their personal struggles and flaws. 

 

Q.What is a historical autobiography? 

A.A historical autobiography provides a firsthand account of historical events and experiences, often 

offering a unique perspective on the past. 

 

Q. What is a reflective autobiography? 

A.A reflective autobiography explores the author's thoughts, feelings, and experiences, often using 

reflection and analysis to gain insight. 

 



 

 

Q.What is a thematic autobiography? 

A. A thematic autobiography focuses on a specific theme or issue, such as identity, morality, or social 

justice. 

 

Q.What is a episodic autobiography? 

A. An episodic autobiography consists of a series of vignettes or episodes from the author's life, often 

highlighting key experiences and events. 

 

Q.What is a introspective autobiography? 

A.An introspective autobiography explores the author's inner thoughts, feelings, and experiences, 

often using self-reflection and analysis. 

 

Q. What is a analytical autobiography? 

A.An analytical autobiography uses analysis and reflection to explore the author's life and 

experiences, often identifying patterns and themes. 

 

 

CHAPTER – 4 

Q. Discuss this topics. 

 

1. Plot 

- A series of events that make up the narrative 

- Typically includes an exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution 

 

2. Character 

- The people or animals that drive the plot forward 

- Can be protagonist (main character), antagonist (opponent), or supporting characters 

 

3. Setting 

- The time and place in which the story takes place 

- Can be used to establish mood, influence character behavior, and provide context 

 



 

 

4. Theme 

- The underlying message or idea that the story conveys 

- Can be explored through character development, plot, and setting 

 

5. Point of View (POV) 

- The perspective from which the story is told 

- Can be first person (I), third person limited (he/she), or third person omniscient (all-knowing) 

 

6. Conflict 

- The problem or challenge that the protagonist faces 

- Can be internal (within the character) or external (outside the character) 

 

7. Symbolism 

- The use of objects, colors, or other elements to represent abstract ideas or concepts 

- Can add depth and meaning to the story 

 

8. Imagery 

- The use of language to create vivid sensory experiences 

- Can help to establish setting, mood, and atmosphere 

 

9. Tone 

- The attitude or mood that the story conveys 

- Can be influenced by the author's voice, language, and narrative structure 

 

10. Style 

- The unique way in which the author tells the story 

- Can be influenced by the author's voice, language, and narrative structure 

 

11. Pacing 

- The speed at which the story unfolds 

- Can be influenced by the author's use of dialogue, description, and action 



 

 

 

12. Dialogue 

- The conversation between characters 

- Can be used to reveal character, advance the plot, and create tension or conflict. 

 

Q.What is the plot of a short story? 

A. The plot is the series of events that make up the narrative. 

 

Q. What are the key elements of a plot? 

A.Exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. 

 

Q. What is the role of character in a short story? 

A. Characters drive the plot forward and interact with each other. 

 

Q. What types of characters are there in a short story? 

A. Protagonist (main character), antagonist (opponent), and supporting characters. 

 

Q.What is the setting of a short story? 

A.The time and place in which the story takes place. 

 

Q. How does setting influence the story? 

A. Setting can establish mood, influence character behavior, and provide context. 

 

Q. What is the theme of a short story? 

A.The underlying message or idea that the story conveys. 

 

Q.How is theme developed in a short story? 

A.Through character development, plot, and setting. 

 

Q. What is point of view in a short story? 

A.The perspective from which the story is told. 



 

 

 

Q.What types of POV are there? 

A.First person (I), third person limited (he/she), and third person omniscient (all-knowing). 

 

Q. What is conflict in a short story? 

A.The problem or challenge that the protagonist faces. 

 

Q.What types of conflict are there? 

A.Internal (within the character) and external (outside the character). 

 

Q.What is symbolism in a short story? 

A.The use of objects, colors, or other elements to represent abstract ideas or concepts. 

 

Q.Why is symbolism used in short stories? 

A.To add depth and meaning to the story. 

 

Q.What is imagery in a short story? 

A.The use of language to create vivid sensory experiences. 

 

Q.Why is imagery used in short stories? 

A.To establish setting, mood, and atmosphere. 

 

Q.What is tone in a short story? 

A.The attitude or mood that the story conveys. 

 

Q.How is tone created in a short story? 

A.Through the author's voice, language, and narrative structure. 

 

Q.What is style in a short story? 

A.The unique way in which the author tells the story. 

 



 

 

Q. What influences an author's style? 

A. The author's voice, language, and narrative structure. 

 

Q.What is pacing in a short story? 

A.The speed at which the story unfolds. 

 

Q.How is pacing controlled in a short story? 

A.Through the author's use of dialogue, description, and action. 

 

Q.What is dialogue in a short story? 

A. The conversation between characters. 

 

Q.Why is dialogue used in short stories? 

A.To reveal character, advance the plot, and create tension or conflict. 

 

Q.What is the purpose of the exposition in a plot? 

A.To introduce the setting, characters, and situation. 

 

Q.What is the climax of a plot? 

A. The most intense or critical moment in the story. 

 

Q.What is character development? 

A. The process of revealing character traits, motivations, and backstory. 

 

Q.What is a dynamic character? 

A. A character who changes or grows throughout the story. 

 

Q.What is the difference between setting and atmosphere? 

A.Setting refers to the physical location, while atmosphere refers to the mood or feeling created by 

the setting. 

 



 

 

Q.How does setting influence character behavior? 

A.Setting can shape character motivations, actions, and decisions. 

 

Q. What is the difference between theme and moral? 

A.Theme is the underlying message, while moral is a specific lesson or teaching. 

 

Q. How is theme developed through character development? 

A.Character development can reveal themes through character traits, motivations, and actions. 

 

Q.  What is the difference between first person and third person limited POV? 

A.First person POV is told from the protagonist's perspective, while third person limited POV is told 

from an outside perspective, but limited to a single character's thoughts. 

 

Q.What are the advantages of using an omniscient POV? 

A.An omniscient POV allows the reader to see multiple characters' thoughts and motivations, 

creating a broader understanding of the story. 

 

Q. What is internal conflict? 

A. Conflict that occurs within a character's mind or heart. 

 

Q.What is external conflict? 

A.Conflict that occurs between a character and an outside force, such as another character, nature, 

or society. 

 

Q.What is the purpose of symbolism in a story? 

A.To add depth, meaning, and complexity to the narrative. 

 

Q. How does symbolism relate to theme? 

A.Symbolism can be used to represent and reinforce the theme of a story. 

 

Q. What is the purpose of imagery in a story? 

A. To create vivid sensory experiences and engage the reader's imagination. 



 

 

 

Q.How does imagery contribute to atmosphere? 

A.Imagery can help create a specific mood or feeling, drawing the reader into the story. 

 

Q.What is the difference between tone and mood? 

A.Tone refers to the author's attitude, while mood refers to the feeling created in the reader. 

 

Q.How does tone influence the reader's response? 

A. Tone can shape the reader's emotional response and interpretation of the story. 

 

Q.What is the relationship between style and tone? 

A.Style can contribute to tone, as the author's use of language and narrative structure can create a 

specific attitude or mood. 

 

Q.How does style influence the reader's experience? 

A.Style can engage the reader's imagination, create a specific atmosphere, and shape their 

interpretation of the story. 

 

Q.What is the purpose of pacing in a story? 

A. To control the speed at which the story unfolds, creating tension, suspense, or relaxation. 

 

Q. How does pacing influence the reader's response? 

A.Pacing can shape the reader's emotional response, creating a sense of urgency, excitement, or 

calm. 

 

Q. What is the purpose of dialogue in a story? 

A. To reveal character, advance the plot, and create tension or conflict. 

 

Q.How does dialogue contribute to character development? 

A. Dialogue can reveal character traits, motivations, and backstory, making characters more 

believable and relatable. 

 



 

 

Q.What is a plot twist? 

A.A sudden turn of events that changes the direction of the story. 

 

Q.What is a red herring? 

A.A false clue that misleads the reader and distracts from the true plot. 

 

Q.What is a character arc? 

A.The transformation or growth that a character undergoes throughout the story. 

 

Q. What is a character flaw? 

A. A weakness or imperfection that makes a character more believable and relatable. 

 

Q.What is a vivid description of setting? 

A.A detailed and sensory description of the physical environment. 

 

Q. What is the importance of setting in a story? 

A.Setting provides context, establishes mood, and influences character behavior. 

 

Q.What is a theme statement? 

A.A concise statement that summarizes the main idea or message of the story. 

 

Q.What is the difference between theme and message? 

A.Theme is the underlying idea, while message is the explicit statement or moral. 

 

Q. What is a POV shift? 

A.A change in the narrative perspective, from one character's point of view to another. 

 

Q.What are the advantages of using a multiple POV? 

A. Multiple POV allows the reader to see different characters' thoughts and motivations, creating a 

more complex and nuanced story. 

 



 

 

Q.What is a conflict resolution? 

A. The outcome or solution to the conflict, which can be positive, negative, or neutral. 

 

Q.What is the importance of conflict in a story? 

A. Conflict creates tension, drives the plot, and tests the characters' abilities and resolve. 

 

Q. What is a symbol? 

A. An object, color, or other element that represents an abstract idea or concept. 

 

Q. What is the purpose of symbolism in a story? 

A.Symbolism adds depth, meaning, and complexity to the narrative, inviting the reader to interpret 

and reflect. 

 

Q.What is sensory imagery? 

A.Imagery that appeals to the senses, such as sight, sound, touch, taste, and smell. 

 

Q. What is the importance of imagery in a story? 

A. Imagery creates vivid descriptions, establishes atmosphere, and engages the reader's imagination. 

 

Q.What is a tone shift? 

A.A change in the author's attitude or mood, which can be subtle or dramatic. 

 

Q.What is the importance of tone in a story? 

A.Tone influences the reader's emotional response, interpretation, and connection to the story. 

 

Q. What is a writing style? 

A. The unique way in which an author uses language, structure, and narrative techniques. 

 

Q.What is the importance of style in a story? 

A.Style engages the reader, creates atmosphere, and conveys the author's message and theme. 

 



 

 

Q. What is a pacing technique? 

A. A method used to control the speed at which the story unfolds, such as dialogue, description, or 

action. 

 

Q.What is the importance of pacing in a story? 

A.Pacing creates tension, suspense, or relaxation, influencing the reader's emotional response and 

engagement. 

 

Q.What is a dialogue tag? 

A. A word or phrase that indicates who is speaking, such as "said" or "asked." 

 

Q.What is the importance of dialogue in a story? 

A.Dialogue reveals character, advances the plot, and creates tension or conflict, making the story 

more engaging and believable. 

 

Q.What is a plot hole? 

A.A gap or inconsistency in the plot that can confuse or distract the reader. 

 

Q.What is a cliffhanger? 

A. A plot twist or ending that leaves the reader in suspense, eager to find out what happens next. 

 

Q.What is a character's backstory? 

A.The character's history and experiences before the start of the story. 

 

Q.What is a character's motivation? 

A.The reason or driving force behind a character's actions and decisions. 

 

Q.What is a setting's atmosphere? 

A. The mood or feeling created by the setting, which can influence the reader's emotional response. 

 

Q.What is the importance of setting in a historical fiction story? 

A. Setting provides historical context, establishes the time period, and influences character behavior. 



 

 

 

Q.What is a theme's significance? 

A.The importance or relevance of the theme to the reader's life or the world around them. 

 

Q.What is the difference between a theme and a moral lesson? 

A.A theme is a broader idea or message, while a moral lesson is a specific teaching or guidance. 

 

Q. What is a POV character? 

A.The character through whose eyes the story is told, and whose thoughts and feelings are revealed. 

 

Q.What are the advantages of using a non-linear POV? 

A.A non-linear POV can create suspense, surprise, or complexity, and allow the reader to piece 

together the story. 

 

Q. What is an internal conflict? 

A. A conflict that occurs within a character's mind or heart, such as a moral dilemma or personal 

struggle. 

 

Q. What is the importance of conflict resolution? 

A.Conflict resolution provides closure, resolves tension, and reveals character growth or change. 

 

Q. What is a symbol's meaning? 

A.The abstract idea or concept that the symbol represents, which can be interpreted in different 

ways. 

 

Q.What is the importance of symbolism in a literary work? 

A. Symbolism adds depth, complexity, and meaning to the narrative, inviting the reader to interpret 

and reflect. 

 

Q. What is vivid imagery? 

A.Imagery that is detailed, sensory, and evocative, creating a strong mental picture. 

 



 

 

Q.What is the importance of imagery in a descriptive passage? 

A. Imagery helps to create a vivid and immersive description, engaging the reader's senses and 

imagination. 

 

Q.What is a tone's impact? 

A.Tone influences the reader's emotional response, interpretation, and connection to the story. 

 

Q. What is the importance of tone in a humorous story? 

A. Tone creates the comedic effect, using irony, sarcasm, or wit to engage the reader and create 

humor. 

 

Q. What is a writing style's significance? 

A. Style distinguishes the author's voice, creates atmosphere, and engages the reader. 

 

Q.What is the importance of style in a literary work? 

A.Style contributes to the narrative's aesthetic value, inviting the reader to appreciate the author's 

craft and artistry. 

 

Q.What is a pacing technique's purpose? 

A. To control the speed at which the story unfolds, creating tension, suspense, or relaxation. 

 

Q.What is the importance of pacing in a thriller? 

A.Pacing creates suspense and tension, keeping the reader engaged and invested in the story. 

 

Q. What is a dialogue's function? 

A. Dialogue reveals character, advances the plot, and creates tension or conflict. 

 

Q.What is the importance of dialogue in a character-driven story? 

A. Dialogue helps to develop character, revealing their thoughts, feelings, and motivations through 

their conversations. 

 

Q. What is a plot thread? 



 

 

A.A subplot or secondary storyline that intersects with the main plot. 

 

Q.What is a plot twist? 

A.An unexpected turn of events that surprises the reader and changes the direction of the story. 

 

Q. What is a character's emotional arc? 

A.The transformation or growth that a character undergoes emotionally throughout the story. 

 

Q.What is a character's backstory? 

A. The character's history and experiences before the start of the story. 

 

Q.What is a setting's cultural context? 

A.The social, historical, and cultural background that influences the characters and events. 

 

Q.What is the importance of setting in a science fiction story? 

A. Setting establishes the futuristic or speculative world, influencing the characters and plot. 

 

Q. What is a theme's universality? 

A.The extent to which the theme applies to readers' lives and experiences. 

 

Q.What is the difference between a theme and a message? 

A. A theme is a broader idea or message, while a message is a specific teaching or guidance. 

 

Q.  What is a POV shift? 

A. A change in the narrative perspective, from one character's point of view to another. 

 

Q.What are the advantages of using a multiple POV? 

A.Multiple POV allows the reader to see different characters' thoughts and motivations, creating a 

more complex and nuanced story. 

 

Q. What is an internal conflict? 



 

 

A. A conflict that occurs within a character's mind or heart, such as a moral dilemma or personal 

struggle. 

 

Q.What is the importance of conflict resolution? 

A. Conflict resolution provides closure, resolves tension, and reveals character growth or change. 

 

Q. What is a symbol's connotation? 

A.The emotional or cultural association that the symbol evokes. 

 

Q.What is the importance of symbolism in a literary work? 

A.Symbolism adds depth, complexity, and meaning to the narrative, inviting the reader to interpret 

and reflect. 

 

Q. What is sensory imagery? 

A.Imagery that appeals to the senses, such as sight, sound, touch, taste, and smell. 

 

Q.What is the importance of imagery in a descriptive passage? 

A. Imagery helps to create a vivid and immersive description, engaging the reader's senses and 

imagination. 

 

Q.What is a tone's impact on the reader? 

A. Tone influences the reader's emotional response, interpretation, and connection to the story. 

 

Q.What is the importance of tone in a humorous story? 

A. Tone creates the comedic effect, using irony, sarcasm, or wit to engage the reader and create 

humor. 

 

Q.What is a writing style's significance? 

A. Style distinguishes the author's voice, creates atmosphere, and engages the reader. 

 

Q.What is the importance of style in a literary work? 

A.Style contributes to the narrative's aesthetic value, inviting the reader to appreciate the author's 

craft and artistry. 



 

 

 

Q. What is a pacing technique's purpose? 

A. To control the speed at which the story unfolds, creating tension, suspense, or relaxation. 

 

Q. What is the importance of pacing in a thriller? 

A. Pacing creates suspense and tension, keeping the reader engaged and invested in the story. 

 

Q.What is a dialogue's function? 

A. Dialogue reveals character, advances the plot, and creates tension or conflict. 

 

Q.What is the importance of dialogue in a character-driven story? 

A.Dialogue helps to develop character, revealing their thoughts, feelings, and motivations through 

their conversations. 


