
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 1 

 

Kalidasa's "Abhijnanasakuntalam" (The Recognition of Sakuntala): 

 

Q.  Who is the main character of the play? 

A.Sakuntala, a young woman who falls in love with King Dusyanta. 

 

Q.What is the central plot of the play? 



A.The play tells the story of Sakuntala's love affair with King Dusyanta and their eventual separation 

and reunion. 

 

Q. What is the theme of love in the play? 

A.The theme of love explores the complexities of romantic love, including passion, separation, and 

reunion. 

 

Q.What does the character of Sakuntala symbolize? 

A. Sakuntala symbolizes the ideal of feminine virtue and beauty. 

 

Q.  When was "Abhijnanasakuntalam" written? 

A. The play was written in the 5th century CE by the Indian playwright Kalidasa. 

 

Q.What cultural influences are reflected in the play? 

A.The play reflects the cultural influences of ancient India, including Hindu mythology and Sanskrit 

literature. 

 

Q. What literary device does Kalidasa use to explore the theme of love? 

A.Kalidasa uses the literary device of dramatic irony to explore the theme of love. 

 

Q.What is the significance of the play's title, "Abhijnanasakuntalam"? 

A. The title translates to "The Recognition of Sakuntala", highlighting the play's focus on recognition 

and reunion. 

 

Q.Who is Kanva, and what is his role in the play? 

A.Kanva is Sakuntala's foster father and a sage who raises her in his hermitage. 

 

Q.What is the relationship between Sakuntala and her mother, Menaka? 

A. Menaka is a celestial nymph who abandons Sakuntala as an infant, and their relationship is 

explored through Sakuntala's longing for her mother. 

 

Q. What is the theme of fate in the play? 



A.The theme of fate explores the idea that the characters' lives are shaped by destiny and divine 

providence. 

 

Q.What does the character of the ring symbolize? 

A. The ring symbolizes the token of love and recognition between Sakuntala and King Dusyanta. 

 

Q. What is the dramatic structure of the play? 

A.The play follows a non-linear narrative structure, with a series of flashbacks and recognitions that 

drive the plot forward. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the play's seven acts? 

A.The seven acts represent the seven stages of Sakuntala's journey, from her life in the hermitage to 

her recognition by King Dusyanta. 

 

Q. How did "Abhijnanasakuntalam" influence Indian literature and culture? 

A.The play had a profound influence on Indian literature and culture, shaping the development of 

Sanskrit drama and poetry. 

 

Q.What is the significance of the play's depiction of ancient Indian society? 

A.The play provides a unique window into ancient Indian society, showcasing its social norms, 

cultural practices, and philosophical values. 

 

Q. What does the forest symbolize in the play? 

A.The forest symbolizes a place of spiritual growth, transformation, and self-discovery. 

 

Q.What is the significance of the motif of memory and recognition? 

A. The motif of memory and recognition highlights the importance of remembering and 

acknowledging one's past, identity, and relationships. 

 

Q. What are the key characteristics of Sakuntala's personality? 

A.Sakuntala is depicted as a strong-willed, independent, and determined individual who is also 

vulnerable and emotional. 

 



Q.How does King Dusyanta's character evolve throughout the play? 

A.King Dusyanta's character evolves from a careless and irresponsible ruler to a mature and 

responsible leader who acknowledges his past mistakes. 

 

Q. What philosophical themes are explored in the play? 

A.The play explores themes such as the nature of reality, the cycle of life and death, and the 

importance of duty and responsibility. 

 

Q.How does the play reflect ancient Indian cultural values? 

A.The play reflects ancient Indian cultural values such as the importance of family, social hierarchy, 

and spiritual growth. 

 

Q. What is the literary style of the play? 

A.The play is written in a lyrical and poetic style, with a focus on dialogue, imagery, and symbolism. 

 

Q.How has "Abhijnanasakuntalam" influenced literature and art? 

A. The play has influenced literature and art across India and beyond, inspiring countless 

adaptations, interpretations, and works of art. 

 

Q.What dramatic device does Kalidasa use to create tension and suspense? 

A.Kalidasa uses the dramatic device of dramatic irony, where the audience knows something that the 

characters do not. 

 

Q.How does Kalidasa use stage directions and setting to enhance the drama? 

A. Kalidasa uses stage directions and setting to create a vivid and immersive atmosphere, drawing 

the audience into the world of the play. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the relationship between Sakuntala and her friends? 

A.The relationship between Sakuntala and her friends highlights the importance of female 

friendships and support networks. 

 

Q.How does the relationship between King Dusyanta and his advisor, Sutradhara, reflect the themes 

of the play? 



A. The relationship between King Dusyanta and Sutradhara reflects the themes of duty, responsibility, 

and the consequences of one's actions. 

 

Q. How does the play reflect the cultural and social norms of ancient India? 

A.The play reflects the cultural and social norms of ancient India, including the importance of caste, 

social hierarchy, and family duty. 

 

Q.What historical events or figures may have influenced Kalidasa's writing of the play? 

A.Kalidasa's writing of the play may have been influenced by historical events such as the Gupta 

Empire and figures such as the Indian emperor Chandragupta II. 

 

Q. How has "Abhijnanasakuntalam" been received and interpreted by scholars and critics? 

A. Scholars and critics have praised the play for its beautiful language, rich imagery, and exploration 

of themes such as love, duty, and identity. 

 

Q.What is the significance of "Abhijnanasakuntalam" in the context of world literature? 

A. "Abhijnanasakuntalam" is considered one of the greatest works of Sanskrit literature and has had 

a profound influence on literature and art across India and beyond. 

 

 

 

Q..Briefly explain the title of the lesson Abhijnanasakuntalam 

Or 

Write the sumury of this lesson 

Or 

Describe the main idea of this lesson 

Or 

write the central theme of this lesson 

 

Dusyanta, a king in northern India, is racing along in his chariot, preparing to shoot a deer. Suddenly, 

a forest-dwelling ascetic warns him not to shoot, since the deer belongs to the nearby hermitage of 

Kanva, a great sage. The ascetic invites King Dusyanta to visit the hermitage, which is under his royal 

protection. He explains that Kanva isn’t home, but the sage’s daughter, Shakuntala, is receiving 

guests. 



 

 

When the King enters the hermitage, he notices Shakuntala and her two friends, Anasuya and 

Priyamvada, watering the sacred trees. He hides in the shadows to observe them, instantly drawn to 

Shakuntala’s beauty. When Dusyanta reveals his presence, a flustered Shakuntala is immediately 

attracted to him, too. Though Shakuntala is modest and shy, the King questions Shakuntala’s friends 

about her and offers her his signet ring 

 

 

Before the King has to concoct a reason to linger near the hermitage, he’s asked to protect the 

ascetics from evil spirits in Kanva’s absence. He quickly dispels the demons, then overhears 

Shakuntala, who’s desperately lovesick, confiding her feelings for him to her friends. When 

Shakuntala recites a love poem she’s composed for him, he emerges from hiding and openly declares 

his love for her. Their mutual declarations effectively constitute a secret marriage. Before long, 

Shakuntala is pregnant. 

 

 

After Dusyanta is forced to return to his capital, Shakuntala is so distracted that she unintentionally 

offends Durvasas, a short-tempered sage, when he visits the hermitage. Durvasas puts a curse on her 

that will cause Dusyanta to forget Shakuntala, but when Priyamvada intercedes, he grants that the 

sight of a memento—the signet ring—will lift the curse. After Kanva returns, he celebrates 

Shakuntala’s good fortune and sends her to join her husband, escorted by seers. 

 

 

In the capital, when Dusyanta receives word that a party from Kanva’s hermitage is on its way, he is 

surprised and uneasy. To Shakuntala’s grief, the baffled and defensive King denies having any 

connection with her. When she tries to show him the signet ring as a reminder, she discovers it’s 

missing from her finger. Dusyanta relents and agrees to house Shakuntala until she gives birth, but 

before he can do so, Shakuntala is spirited away to the celestial realm by nymphs. 

 

 

A poor fisherman discovers the King’s signet ring in the belly of a fish and is threatened with 

execution, but he is let go with a reward after the King, seeing the ring and remembering everything, 

corroborates his story. Soon thereafter, Sanumati, a nymph and friend of Shakuntala’s mother, spies 

at the palace to find out why the spring festival has been canceled. She learns that the King, 

overwhelmed by depression and remorse over Shakuntala, has forbidden the celebration. Dusyanta 

continues to obsess over the situation until Matali, the god Indra’s charioteer, appears at the palace 

and takes him away on an urgent mission to fight demons. 

 



 

Six years pass. King Dusyanta has successfully vanquished the demons and been duly honored by 

Indra. When Matali and the King tour the earth in a flying chariot, they descend to visit Maricas 

hermitage, a celestial realm of the demigods. Here the King is astonished to meet a little boy who 

greatly resembles him. When he picks up the boy’s protective amulet—able to be touched only by 

the boy and his parents—he confirms that the boy, Sarvadamana, is indeed his child, the prophesied 

world ruler. Then Shakuntala enters, and, though it takes her a moment to recognize the King, they 

are soon tearfully reunited. The three of them talk with Marica the sage, and he explains Durvasas’s 

curse, telling the couple not to blame themselves or one another. Marica confirms Sarvadamana’s 

destiny and blesses the family, sending them home to live in Dusyanta’s court. 

 

Dushyanta loves hunting however stops when helped to remember his duty to safeguard the 

seclusion. He will undoubtedly offer his appreciation to Sage Kanva and meets Shakuntala in Kanva's 

absence. He experiences passionate feelings from the outset but maintains social qualities (here, 

position). He asks if Shakuntala is a Kshatriya (not a Brahmin) and if she somehow managed to be 

hitched. He considers the social request, proposes his affection, and recommends Gandharva - Vivah 

(marriage by shared assent) solely after discovering she is a Kshatriya's little girl. Shakuntala and her 

companions obediently water the trees day to day. She duty-will undoubtedly stretch out friendliness 

to Sage Durvasa, yet her obliviousness causes her to fail to remember her duty bringing about the 

curse and partition of the sweethearts. 

 

Shakuntala is a well-known romantic myth. The entire narrative is a battle between forces wanting to 

divide Shakuntala and Dushyanta's love on one side and forces seeking to separate them on the 

other. Eventually, their adoration is sufficiently strong to endure a revile, the afflictions of time and 

detachment, and even great beyond. This is a textbook case of love triumphing against all odds. 

Shakuntala principal responsibility is to create a mythological, legendary setting for the birth of 

Bharata and his empire. His birth and return to Earth reflect the zenith of Dushyanta and Shakuntala 

love and the difficulties they overcame to be together 

 

Concealment and loss both present troubles for the lovers in K?lid?sa's play. Dushyanta is stowing 

away when he first sees ?akuntal? and at first presents himself not as the King but rather as one of 

the ruler's mates, while ?akuntal?'s actual way of life as a water sprite is at first concealed from him. 

The revile which holds Dushyanta back from seeing ?akuntal? and ?akuntal?'s deficiency of the 

distinctive ring given to her by Dushyanta adds further layers to the story. Readers can draw various 

thoughts from this series of concealments. One is how the ruler could experience issues finding 

certifiable love given his situation, and he could feel it supportive of hiding it so others respond to 

him all the more truly. Dushyanta's inability to perceive ?akuntal? allows the play to investigate the 

nervousness of affection while having the characters love one another. This considers the play to take 

a short heartbreaking turn and resolve with a blissful consummation. At last, love tracks down a way, 

as Dushyanta, ?akuntal?, and their child, Bharata, are united by divine beings. 

 

Shakuntala delves into the themes of fate and karma, which play significant parts in the characters' 

lives. The curse that leads Dushyanta to forget and Shakuntala to suffer depicts fate and the 



consequences of one's actions. The play emphasizes that people must face the consequences of their 

previous deeds and accept their positive or negative fate. 

 

The normal world and its association with the divine are repeating subjects in Shakuntala. The 

seclusion where Shakuntala lives and her profound bond with nature represent purity, effortlessness, 

and spirituality. The play underlines tracking down comfort and illumination through fellowship with 

nature and proposes that the divine is available in the regular domain. 

 

Shakuntala goes through a transition during the play, eventually understanding her actual identity 

and purpose. Initially shown as a nave and naive young lady, she develops emotionally and 

intellectually due to her experiences and learns to express herself. Shakuntala's path to self-discovery 

and final reconciliation with Dushyanta depicts the concept of identity and self-realization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 2 

 

Sabha Parva I of the Mahabharata 

 

 

Q: What is Sabha Parva in the Mahabharata? 

A: Sabha Parva is the second book of the Mahabharata, describing the assembly hall (sabha) of the 

Kauravas and the events that unfolded there. 



 

Q: What significant event occurs in Sabha Parva? 

A: The significant event is the game of dice between Yudhishthira and Shakuni, which leads to the 

Pandavas' exile. 

 

Q: Who is the main antagonist in Sabha Parva? 

A: Shakuni, the maternal uncle of the Kauravas, is the main antagonist, as he manipulates the game 

of dice to defeat Yudhishthira. 

 

Q: What is the role of Draupadi in Sabha Parva? 

A: Draupadi is humiliated in the assembly hall when the Pandavas lose her in the game of dice, 

leading to a significant conflict. 

 

Q: What are the consequences of the events in Sabha Parva? 

A: The consequences include the Pandavas' exile, the rise of tensions between the Pandavas and 

Kauravas, and the eventual lead-up to the Kurukshetra War. 

 

Q: Who built the Sabha hall where the significant events took place? 

A: The Sabha hall was built by Maya, a skilled architect and a Danava. 

 

Q: What was the occasion for the gathering in the Sabha hall? 

A: The occasion was the grand assembly and celebration of the completion of the Sabha hall, as well 

as the announcement of Yudhishthira as the emperor. 

 

Q: How did Shakuni manipulate the game of dice? 

A: Shakuni used his cunning and knowledge of dice to deceive Yudhishthira, ensuring his defeat. 

 

Q: What were the stakes in the game of dice? 

A: The stakes included the Pandavas' kingdom, wealth, and even Draupadi, who was treated as a 

possession. 

 

Q: How did the Kauravas react to Draupadi's humiliation? 



A: The Kauravas, particularly Dushasana and Karna, mocked and humiliated Draupadi, leading to 

further tension and conflict. 

 

Q: What does Sabha Parva reveal about the character of Yudhishthira? 

A: Sabha Parva shows Yudhishthira's flaws, such as his weakness for gambling and his willingness to 

stake everything, including Draupadi. 

 

Q: How does Draupadi's treatment in the Sabha hall reflect the societal norms of the time? 

A: Draupadi's treatment highlights the patriarchal society's views on women, where they were often 

treated as possessions rather than individuals with rights. 

 

Q: What role does Bhishma play in Sabha Parva? 

A: Bhishma, despite knowing the injustice, fails to intervene effectively, showcasing the complexities 

of his character and the societal norms. 

 

Q: What are the implications of the events in Sabha Parva on the Mahabharata war? 

A: The events in Sabha Parva set the stage for the Mahabharata war, as they create irreconcilable 

differences between the Pandavas and Kauravas. 

 

Q: How does Sabha Parva contribute to the overall narrative of the Mahabharata? 

A: Sabha Parva is a pivotal book, as it marks the beginning of the end of the peaceful relations 

between the Pandavas and Kauravas, leading to the epic war. 

 

Q: What does the character of Shakuni represent in Sabha Parva? 

A: Shakuni represents cunning, manipulation, and revenge, as he seeks to destroy the Pandavas 

through deceitful means. 

 

Q: How does the Sabha Parva portray the theme of dharma? 

A: The Sabha Parva highlights the theme of dharma through the characters' actions, particularly the 

Kauravas' adharma (unrighteousness) and the Pandavas' struggle to uphold dharma. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the dice game in Sabha Parva? 

A: The dice game is significant as it marks a turning point in the Mahabharata, leading to the 

Pandavas' exile and setting the stage for the war. 



 

Q: How does Karna's character behave in Sabha Parva? 

A: Karna's character in Sabha Parva is portrayed as antagonistic towards the Pandavas, particularly 

Draupadi, showcasing his loyalty to the Kauravas. 

 

Q: What are the consequences of the Sabha Parva events for the characters? 

A: The consequences include the Pandavas' loss of kingdom, their exile, and the humiliation of 

Draupadi, leading to a deep-seated desire for revenge and justice. 

 

Q: How does the Sabha Parva event affect Draupadi's relationship with the Pandavas? 

A: The event deepens Draupadi's bond with the Pandavas, particularly Bhima, who vows to avenge 

her humiliation. 

 

Q: What role does Vidura play in Sabha Parva? 

A: Vidura tries to advise Dhritarashtra and warn him about the consequences of the Kauravas' 

actions, but his warnings are ignored. 

 

Q: How does Dhritarashtra's character fare in Sabha Parva? 

A: Dhritarashtra's character is portrayed as weak and indecisive, as he fails to take a firm stance 

against the Kauravas' injustices. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Sabha Parva in the context of Indian culture? 

A: The Sabha Parva highlights important themes in Indian culture, such as dharma, loyalty, and the 

consequences of unrighteous behavior. 

 

Q: How does the Sabha Parva set the stage for the rest of the Mahabharata? 

A: The Sabha Parva sets the stage for the epic war, the exile of the Pandavas, and the eventual 

triumph of dharma over adharma. 

 

 

Q.Briefly  analysis  this  chapter  

Or  

Write the theme of this chapter  



Or 

write the sumury of this chapter  

Or  

Discuss the main idea or central idea of this chapter 

 

The Sabha Parva's opening section focuses on the construction of the Mayasabha, a grand palace for 

the Pandavas, designed by Maya Danava. This parva also highlights the Rajasuya Yagga (sacrifice) 

performed by Yudhishthira, including the arrival of various sages and kings, including Krishna, to 

celebrate the completion of the palace and sacrifice. The Sabha Parva then explores the events 

leading up to the crucial game of dice, which culminates in the Pandavas' loss of their kingdom and 

Draupadi's humiliation.  

 

 

The second of the eighteen books of Mahabharata, the Sabha Parva, also known as the “Book of the 

Assembly Hall”, presents the glorious kingdom of Pandavas. The Parva commences with the 

description of the palace and assemblies at Indraprastha. 

 

There are specifically ten sections (Upa-parvas) in Sabha Parva, comprising around eighty one 

chapters and ten books… 

 

Sabhakriya parva 

Lokapalasabhakhyana parva 

Rajasuyarambha parva 

Jarasandhavadha parva 

Digvijaya parva 

Rajasuya parva 

Arghabhiharana parva 

Sisupalavadha parva 

Dyuta parva 

Anudyuta parva 

 

The Sabha Parva defines the principles of crime against humanity, where any unharmed human/ 

individual being must also stand up for any evil or injustice inflicted upon the society and people at 

large 



 

Sabhakriya parva 

 

This parva consists of 4 chapters and 141 verses. 

 

Arjuna saved Mayasura from the burning of Khandava Forest. Thus, Maya asked Arjuna for any favour 

in return that might clear his debt. Arjuna told him to follow whatever Krishna asks him to. Later 

Krishna asks Maya to build a palace for Yudhishtira on the barren and dying land that Duryodhana 

had reluctantly given to them as a share in the kingdom. Maya went to the Mainaka Mountains on 

the north-eastern region of Kailasa Mountains and brought back a club, conch (named Devdatta) and 

building material made of jewels. He presented the club to Bhima, the conch to Arjuna and builts 

Khandava Prastha palace with jewels for Yudhishthira, with the palatial halls and assemblies 

according to the needs and tastes of the Pandavas and Krishna himself. Kunti and Pandavas enter the 

palace after proper ceremonies and rituals. 

 

 

Lokapalasabhakhyana parva 

 

There are 8 chapters and 373 verses in this parva. 

 

There is known of an incidence when Narada visits Yudhishthira’s assembly of Gandharvas and is 

duly honoured and greeted by Dharmaraja. Narada gets pleased and asks Yudhishthira if he has 

divided his time equally between Dharma, Artha and Kama accordingly and whether he was taking 

care of his fourteen possessions (country, forts, cavalry etc.) considering the power of his foe. He 

enquired if Dharmaraj utilised the six royal attributes (cleverness of speech, readiness in providing 

means, intelligence in dealing with the foe, memory, and acquaintance with morals and politics) and 

the seven means (sowing dissensions, chastisement, conciliation, gifts, incantations, medicine and 

magic) and whether he had employed a single learned man instead of thousand fools. He further 

advised Yudhishthira that delaying the food, payments and supplies hampers with the troops giving 

birth to mishaps. He enquired if Dharmaraj took care of his soldiers’ families, who faced death for his 

sake and whether he made his accountant put forward the balance and expenditure statements 

before forenoon. He wanted to know if the farmers in his kingdom were prosperous and satisfied and 

if he slept only in the first two quarters of the night to wake up in the third to reflect upon Artha and 

Dharma. 

 

 

Jarasandhavadha parva 

 



There are 5 chapters and 280 verses in this parva. 

 

Digvijaya parva 

 

This parva contains 8 chapters and 389 verses. 

 

 

Rajasuya parva 

 

There are 3 chapters and 104 verses in this section. 

 

 

Arghabhiharana parva 

 

This section has 4 chapters and 843 verses. 

 

Sisupalavadha parva 

 

This has 6 chapters and 252 verses. 

 

 

Dyuta parva 

 

There are 28 chapters and 889 verses in this parva. 

 

 

Anudyuta parva 

 

This parva contains 8 chapters and 360 verses 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 3 

 

"The Little Clay Cart" (Mrcchakatika) by Sudraka, translated by Arthur W. Ryder 

 

 

Q: Who is the author of "The Little Clay Cart"? 



A: The author is Sudraka, an ancient Indian playwright. 

 

Q: What is the genre of "The Little Clay Cart"? 

A: It is a Sanskrit drama, specifically a prakarana, a type of play that explores themes of love and 

social life. 

 

Q: Who is the main character in "The Little Clay Cart"? 

A: The main character is Charudatta, a poor Brahmin merchant who falls in love with Vasantsena, a 

courtesan. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the title "The Little Clay Cart"? 

A: The title refers to a small clay cart that plays a pivotal role in the plot, symbolizing the humble and 

fragile nature of human life. 

 

Q: How does the play explore themes of love and social class? 

A: The play explores the complexities of love between characters from different social classes, 

highlighting the challenges and triumphs of relationships across social boundaries. 

 

Characters and Plot 

Q: Who is Vasantsena in "The Little Clay Cart"? 

A: Vasantsena is a beautiful and kind-hearted courtesan who falls in love with Charudatta. 

 

Q: What role does the king play in the play? 

A: The king's role is significant, as his unjust actions and decisions drive the plot and create conflict 

for the characters. 

 

Q: How does the play portray the character of Charudatta? 

A: Charudatta is portrayed as a noble and virtuous character, who remains true to his values despite 

his poverty and challenges. 

 

Q: What is the outcome of the play? 

A: The play ultimately ends on a positive note, with Charudatta and Vasantsena reunited, and justice 

being served. 



 

Themes and Significance 

Q: What themes are explored in "The Little Clay Cart"? 

A: The play explores themes of love, social class, justice, and the human condition. 

 

Q: What is the significance of "The Little Clay Cart" in Indian literature? 

A: The play is considered a classic of Sanskrit drama, offering insights into ancient Indian society, 

culture, and values. 

 

Q: How does "The Little Clay Cart" reflect the social norms of ancient India? 

A: The play reflects the social norms of ancient India, including the complexities of relationships 

between different social classes and the role of women in society. 

 

Character Analysis 

Q: What is Vasantsena's relationship with Charudatta? 

A: Vasantsena falls in love with Charudatta, despite being a courtesan and him being a poor Brahmin 

merchant. 

 

Q: How does Charudatta's poverty affect his relationship with Vasantsena? 

A: Charudatta's poverty creates challenges, but Vasantsena's love for him transcends his financial 

situation. 

 

Q: What role does Sarvilaka play in the play? 

A: Sarvilaka is a thief who steals a casket of jewels, which becomes a pivotal plot point. 

 

Q: What does the little clay cart symbolize? 

A: The little clay cart symbolizes the fragility and simplicity of life. 

 

Q: How does the play explore the theme of social justice? 

A: The play highlights the injustices faced by the poor and marginalized, particularly Charudatta and 

Vasantsena. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the character of the Vidushaka? 



A: The Vidushaka (jester) provides comic relief and commentary on the events of the play. 

 

Q: What is the inciting incident of the play? 

A: The inciting incident is Charudatta's meeting with Vasantsena. 

 

Q: How does the play's plot unfold? 

A: The plot unfolds through a series of events, including Charudatta's love for Vasantsena, the theft 

of the casket, and the king's unjust actions. 

 

Q: What is the climax of the play? 

A: The climax is the dramatic confrontation between Charudatta and the king. 

 

Q: What does "The Little Clay Cart" reveal about ancient Indian society? 

A: The play reveals the complexities of ancient Indian society, including the social norms and values 

of the time. 

 

Q: How has "The Little Clay Cart" influenced Indian literature? 

A: The play has been a significant influence on Indian literature, particularly in the genre of Sanskrit 

drama. 

 

Q: What is the enduring appeal of "The Little Clay Cart"? 

A: The play's enduring appeal lies in its universal themes of love, justice, and the human condition. 

 

Q: How does Charudatta's character evolve throughout the play? 

A: Charudatta's character is portrayed as noble and virtuous, and his love for Vasantsena further 

highlights his good nature. 

 

Q: What motivates Vasantsena's actions in the play? 

A: Vasantsena's actions are motivated by her love for Charudatta and her desire to be with him. 

 

Q: What role does the character of Maitreya play in the play? 

A: Maitreya is Charudatta's friend and confidant, who often provides comic relief and advice. 



 

Q: What message does the play convey about love? 

A: The play conveys that true love can transcend social boundaries and financial difficulties. 

 

Q: How does the play portray the theme of justice? 

A: The play highlights the importance of justice and fairness, particularly in the character of the king. 

 

Q: What commentary does the play offer on social class? 

A: The play comments on the social class system of ancient India, highlighting the challenges faced by 

those in lower social classes. 

 

Q: What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the little clay cart? 

A: The little clay cart can be seen as a symbol of the fragility and impermanence of life. 

 

Q: How does the play use imagery to convey themes? 

A: The play uses vivid imagery to convey themes such as love, nature, and the beauty of Vasantsena. 

 

Q: What historical context is reflected in the play? 

A: The play reflects the social, cultural, and economic context of ancient India, particularly the Gupta 

period. 

 

Q: How does the play showcase ancient Indian culture? 

A: The play showcases ancient Indian culture through its depiction of customs, traditions, and values. 

 

Q: What insights does the play offer into ancient Indian society? 

A: The play offers insights into the social hierarchy, relationships, and values of ancient Indian society. 

 

Q: What is the structure of the play? 

A: The play is divided into 10 acts, each with its own unique dramatic structure. 

 

Q: How does the play use dramatic irony? 



A: The play uses dramatic irony to create tension and suspense, particularly in the scenes involving 

Sarvilaka and the king. 

 

Q: What role does coincidence play in the plot? 

A: Coincidence plays a significant role in the plot, particularly in the events surrounding the little clay 

cart. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the theme of fate in the play? 

A: The theme of fate highlights the idea that events are predetermined and characters must accept 

their destiny. 

 

Q: How does the play explore the motif of love vs. social status? 

A: The play explores the tension between love and social status, particularly in the relationship 

between Charudatta and Vasantsena. 

 

Q: What commentary does the play offer on the nature of justice? 

A: The play comments on the nature of justice, highlighting the importance of fairness and morality. 

 

Q: What is the relationship between Charudatta and Maitreya? 

A: Charudatta and Maitreya are close friends, with Maitreya often providing advice and support. 

 

Q: How does Vasantsena's relationship with Charudatta evolve? 

A: Vasantsena's relationship with Charudatta evolves from a courtesan-client relationship to a deep 

and abiding love. 

 

Q: What role does Sarvilaka play in the plot? 

A: Sarvilaka's theft of the casket sets off a chain of events that drives the plot forward. 

 

Q: What is the significance of "The Little Clay Cart" in Sanskrit literature? 

A: The play is a classic example of Sanskrit drama, showcasing the literary and dramatic conventions 

of the time. 

 

Q: How has "The Little Clay Cart" influenced Indian drama? 



A: The play has influenced Indian drama, particularly in its exploration of themes such as love, social 

class, and justice. 

 

Q: What is the enduring appeal of "The Little Clay Cart"? 

A: The play's enduring appeal lies in its universal themes, memorable characters, and engaging plot. 

 

Q: What does the character of Vasantsena represent in the play? 

A: Vasantsena represents the theme of redemption and the power of love to transform individuals. 

 

Q: How does the play portray the theme of social hierarchy? 

A: The play portrays the social hierarchy of ancient India, highlighting the differences between the 

wealthy and the poor. 

 

Q: What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the character of Sarvilaka? 

A: Sarvilaka can be seen as a symbol of the outsider or the marginalized, highlighting the tensions 

between different social classes. 

 

Q: What motivates Charudatta's actions in the play? 

A: Charudatta's actions are motivated by his love for Vasantsena and his desire to protect her. 

 

Q: How does Vasantsena's character evolve throughout the play? 

A: Vasantsena's character evolves from a courtesan to a woman in love, showcasing her growth and 

transformation. 

 

Q: What role does the king play in the plot? 

A: The king's actions drive the plot forward, particularly in his treatment of Charudatta and 

Vasantsena. 

 

Q: How does the play use suspense? 

A: The play uses suspense to keep the audience engaged, particularly in the scenes involving 

Sarvilaka and the king. 

 

Q: What dramatic devices are used in the play? 



A: The play uses dramatic devices such as dramatic irony, coincidence, and plot twists to create 

tension and suspense. 

 

Q: How does the play's ending contribute to its overall impact? 

A: The play's ending provides a sense of closure and resolution, highlighting the triumph of good over 

evil. 

 

Q: What cultural insights does the play offer? 

A: The play offers insights into ancient Indian culture, particularly in its portrayal of social norms and 

values. 

 

Q: How does the play reflect the values of ancient Indian society? 

A: The play reflects the values of ancient Indian society, particularly in its portrayal of dharma, artha, 

and kama. 

 

Q: What significance does the play hold in the context of Indian literature? 

A: The play is a significant work of Indian literature, showcasing the literary and dramatic conventions 

of ancient India. 

 

 

Q.Briefly  analysis  this  chapter  

Or  

Write the theme of this chapter  

Or 

write the sumury of this chapter  

Or  

Discuss the main idea or central idea of this chapter 

 

The Little Clay Cart," a Sanskrit drama by Sudraka, translated by Arthur W. Ryder, tells the story of 

Chārudatta, a poor Brahmin, and his love for Vasantasenā, a wealthy courtesan. The play explores 

themes of love, social constraints, and morality, as Chārudatta navigates his impoverished state and 

the challenges of his romantic pursuits. Vasantasenā, a strong and independent woman, also faces 

obstacles, including the advances of the ambitious Samsthānaka. The narrative unfolds with 

misunderstandings, accusations, and a touch of the tragic, highlighting the human struggle for love 

and belonging.  



 

Nowhere else in the hundreds of Sanskrit dramas do we find such variety, and such drawing of 

character, as in The Little Clay Cart; and nowhere else, in the drama at least, is there such humor. Let 

us consider, a little more in detail, these three characteristics of our author; his variety, his skill in the 

drawing of character, his humor. To gain a rough idea of Shūdraka's variety, we have only to recall the 

names of the acts of the  

play. Here The Shampooer who Gambled and The Hole in the Wall are shortly followed by The Storm; 

and The Swapping of the Bullock-carts is closely succeeded by The Strangling of  

Vasantasenā. From farce to tragedy, from satire to pathos, runs the story, with a breadth truly 

Shaksperian. Here we have philosophy: The lack of money is the root of all evil. (i. 14)  

And pathos: My body wet by tear-drops falling, falling; 

My limbs polluted by the clinging mud;Flowers from the graveyard torn, my wreath appalling;For 

ghastly sacrifice hoarse ravens calling,And for the fragrant incense of my blood. (x. 3) And nature 

description: 

 

It is natural that Shūdraka should choose for the expression of matters so diverse that type of drama 

which gives the greatest scope to the author's creative power. This type is the so-called "drama of 

invention,"[8] a category curiously subordinated in India to the heroic drama, the plot of which is 

drawn from history or mythology. Indeed, The Little Clay Cart is the only extant drama which fulfils 

the spirit of the drama of invention, as defined by the Sanskrit canons of dramaturgy. The plot of the 

"Mālatī and Mādhava," or of the "Mallikā and Māruta," is in no true sense the invention of the 

author; and The Little Clay Cart is the only drama of invention which  

is "full of rascals."[9]But a spirit so powerful as that of King Shūdraka could not be confined within 

the strait-jacket of  

the minute, and sometimes puerile, rules of the technical works. In the very title of the drama, he 

has disregarded the rule[10] that the name of a drama of invention should be formed by 

compounding the names of heroine and hero.[11] Again, the books prescribe[12] that the hero shall  

appear in every act; yet Chārudatta does not appear in acts ii., iv., vi., and viii. And further, various 

characters, Vasantasenā, Maitreya, the courtier, and others, have vastly gained because  

they do not conform too closely to the technical definitions.  

The characters of The Little Clay Cart are living men and women. Even when the type makes no 

strong appeal to Western minds, as in the case of Chārudatta, the character lives, in a sense in which 

Dushyanta[13] or even Rāma[14] can hardly be said to live. Shūdraka's men are better  

individualized than his women; this fact alone differentiates him sharply from other Indian 

dramatists. He draws on every class of society, from the high-souled Brahman to the executioner and 

the housemaid. His greatest character is unquestionably Sansthānaka, this combination of ignorant 

conceit, brutal lust, and cunning, this greater than Cloten, who, after strangling an innocent woman, 

can say:[15] "Oh, come! Let's go and play in the pond." Most attractive characters are the 

five[16]conspirators, men whose home is "east of Suez and the ten commandments." They live from 

 



hand to mouth, ready at any moment to steal a gem-casket or to take part in a revolution, and 

preserving through it all their character as gentlemen and their irresistible conceit. And side by side 

with them moves the hero Chārudatta, the Buddhist beau-ideal of manhood, A tree of life to them 

whose sorrows grow,Beneath its fruit of virtue bending low. (i. 48)  

To him, life itself is not dear, but only honor.[17] He values wealth only as it supplies him with the 

means of serving others. We may, with some justice, compare him with Antonio in The  

Merchant of Venice. There is some inconsistency, from our point of view, in making such a character 

the hero of a love-drama; and indeed, it is Vasantasenā who does most of the love-making.[18] 

Vasantasenā is a character with neither the girlish charm of Shakuntalā[19] nor the mature womanly 

dignity of Sītā.[20] She is more admirable than lovable. Witty and wise she is, and in her love as true 

as steel; this too, in a social position which makes such constancy difficult. Yet she cannot be called a 

great character; she does not seem so true to life as her clever maid, Madanikā. In making the 

heroine of his play a courtezan, Shūdraka follows a suggestion of the technical works on the drama; 

he does not thereby cast any imputation of ill on Vasantasenā's character. The courtezan class in 

India corresponded roughly to the hetæræ of ancient Greece or the geishas of Japan; it was possible 

to be a courtezan and retain one's self-respect. Yet the inherited[21] way of life proves distasteful to 

Vasantasenā; her one desire is to escape its limitations and its dangers by becoming a legal wife.[22] 

In Maitreya, the Vidūshaka, we find an instance of our author's masterly skill in giving life to the dry 

bones of a rhetorical definition. The Vidūshaka is a stock character who has something in common 

with a jester; and in Maitreya the essential traits of the character—eagerness for good  

food and other creature comforts, and blundering devotion to his friend—are retained, to be sure, 

but clarified and elevated by his quaint humor and his readiness to follow Chārudatta even in death. 

The grosser traits of the typical Vidūshaka are lacking. Maitreya is neither a glutton nor a fool, but a 

simple-minded, whole-hearted friend. The courtier is another character suggested by the technical 

works, and transformed by the genius of Shūdraka. He is a man not only of education and social 

refinement, but also of real nobility of nature. But he is in a false position from the first, this true 

gentleman at the wretched court of King Pālaka; at last he finds the courage to break away, and risks 

life, and all that makes  

life attractive, by backing Aryaka. Of all the conspirators, it is he who runs the greatest risk. To his 

protection of Vasantasenā is added a touch of infinite pathos when we remember that he was 

himself in love with her.[23] Only when Vasantasenā leaves him[24] without a thought, to enter 

Chārudatta's house, does he realize how much he loves her; then, indeed, he breaks forth in words 

of the most passionate jealousy. We need not linger over the other characters, except to observe 

that each has his marked individuality, and that each helps to make vivid this picture of a society that 

seems at first so remote. 

 

Unit 4 ch 1 

 

"The Panchatantra" (specifically "The Loss of Friends" section) translated by Arthur W. Ryder 

 

 



Q: What is the Panchatantra? 

A: The Panchatantra is an ancient Indian collection of fables and folktales that offer wisdom and 

guidance on various aspects of life. 

 

Q: What is the "Loss of Friends" section about? 

A: The "Loss of Friends" section explores the theme of how to maintain friendships and avoid losing 

them through foolish actions. 

 

Q: Who is the main character in the "Loss of Friends" section? 

A: The main characters are often animals, such as the lion and the bull, who represent different 

human-like personalities and traits. 

 

Q: What moral lessons can be learned from the "Loss of Friends" section? 

A: The section teaches moral lessons about the importance of loyalty, trust, and caution in 

relationships. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra use animal characters to convey human-like themes? 

A: The Panchatantra uses animal characters to convey human-like themes and morals, making the 

stories more relatable and engaging. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Panchatantra in Indian literature? 

A: The Panchatantra is a significant work of Indian literature, offering insights into human nature and 

relationships. 

 

Q: What is the story of the lion and the bull in the "Loss of Friends" section? 

A: The story tells of a lion and a bull who become friends, but their friendship is threatened by the 

cunning and deceit of other animals. 

 

Q: How does the character of the jackal contribute to the plot? 

A: The jackal's character often serves as a catalyst for conflict and drama, highlighting the dangers of 

manipulation and deceit. 

 

Q: What role do the other animals play in the "Loss of Friends" section? 



A: The other animals in the section serve as foils to the main characters, highlighting different traits 

and moral lessons. 

 

Q: What cultural insights does the Panchatantra offer? 

A: The Panchatantra offers insights into ancient Indian culture and values, particularly in its portrayal 

of relationships and social norms. 

 

Q: How has the Panchatantra influenced literature and culture? 

A: The Panchatantra has had a significant influence on literature and culture, both in India and 

around the world. 

 

Q: What is the enduring appeal of the Panchatantra? 

A: The Panchatantra's enduring appeal lies in its timeless wisdom, engaging stories, and memorable 

characters. 

 

Q: What is the role of friendship in the "Loss of Friends" section? 

A: Friendship is a central theme, highlighting the importance of loyalty, trust, and communication in 

relationships. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra portray the consequences of foolish actions? 

A: The Panchatantra portrays the consequences of foolish actions, such as the loss of friends, to 

teach moral lessons. 

 

Q: What lessons can be learned from the stories in the "Loss of Friends" section? 

A: The stories teach lessons about the importance of discernment, loyalty, and caution in 

relationships. 

 

Q: How does the character of the lion change throughout the story? 

A: The lion's character may change from a trusting friend to a suspicious and angry one, highlighting 

the consequences of manipulation. 

 

Q: What role does the bull play in the story? 

A: The bull's character often represents innocence and loyalty, highlighting the importance of true 

friendship. 



 

Q: How does the jackal's character contribute to the plot? 

A: The jackal's character serves as a catalyst for conflict, highlighting the dangers of manipulation and 

deceit. 

 

Q: What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the animal characters? 

A: The animal characters can be seen as symbols of human-like traits and personalities, making the 

stories more relatable. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra use storytelling to convey moral lessons? 

A: The Panchatantra uses engaging stories and memorable characters to convey moral lessons and 

teachings. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the theme of friendship in the Panchatantra? 

A: The theme of friendship highlights the importance of relationships and social bonds in human life. 

 

Q: How has the Panchatantra influenced world literature? 

A: The Panchatantra has influenced world literature, particularly in its use of fables and moral 

storytelling. 

 

Q: What cultural insights does the Panchatantra offer into ancient Indian society? 

A: The Panchatantra offers insights into ancient Indian society, particularly in its portrayal of social 

norms and values. 

 

Q: What is the enduring appeal of the Panchatantra's stories? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories have an enduring appeal due to their timeless wisdom, engaging 

characters, and moral lessons. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra use dialogue to convey moral lessons? 

A: The Panchatantra uses dialogue between characters to convey moral lessons and teachings. 

 

Q: What role does irony play in the stories? 



A: Irony is often used to highlight the consequences of foolish actions and the importance of 

discernment. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra use storytelling to teach moral lessons? 

A: The Panchatantra uses engaging stories and memorable characters to teach moral lessons and 

convey timeless wisdom. 

 

Q: What message does the Panchatantra convey about relationships? 

A: The Panchatantra conveys the importance of nurturing relationships, being cautious of 

manipulation, and valuing true friendships. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra portray the theme of loyalty? 

A: The Panchatantra portrays loyalty as a vital component of relationships, highlighting the 

importance of standing by one's friends and loved ones. 

 

Q: What lessons can be learned from the Panchatantra's stories about decision-making? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories teach lessons about the importance of careful decision-making, 

considering consequences, and avoiding impulsive actions. 

 

Q: What historical context is reflected in the Panchatantra? 

A: The Panchatantra reflects the social, cultural, and philosophical context of ancient India. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra reflect ancient Indian values? 

A: The Panchatantra reflects ancient Indian values such as dharma, artha, and kama, highlighting the 

importance of living a virtuous life. 

 

Q: What significance does the Panchatantra hold in Indian cultural heritage? 

A: The Panchatantra holds significant cultural and literary importance in Indian heritage, offering 

insights into human nature and relationships. 

 

Q: What character traits does the lion exhibit in the story? 

A: The lion exhibits traits such as strength, courage, and loyalty, but also vulnerability to 

manipulation. 

 



Q: How does the jackal's character serve as a foil to the lion? 

A: The jackal's cunning and deceitful nature serves as a foil to the lion's trusting and noble nature. 

 

Q: What role does the bull play in the story? 

A: The bull plays the role of a loyal friend, highlighting the importance of friendship and loyalty. 

 

Q: What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the forest setting? 

A: The forest setting can symbolize the unknown, danger, and the importance of being cautious. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra use animal characters to convey human-like themes? 

A: The Panchatantra uses animal characters to convey human-like themes and morals, making the 

stories more relatable and engaging. 

 

Q: What theme is highlighted through the story of the lion and the bull? 

A: The theme of friendship, loyalty, and the consequences of manipulation are highlighted through 

the story. 

 

Q: What moral lesson can be learned from the story of the lion and the jackal? 

A: The story teaches the moral lesson of being cautious of flattery and manipulation, and the 

importance of discernment. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra convey the importance of loyalty? 

A: The Panchatantra conveys the importance of loyalty through the characters' actions and the 

consequences of disloyalty. 

 

Q: What lesson can be learned from the consequences of the lion's actions? 

A: The story teaches the lesson of thinking carefully before acting and considering the consequences 

of one's actions. 

 

Q: How has the Panchatantra influenced Indian thought and culture? 

A: The Panchatantra has had a significant influence on Indian thought and culture, particularly in its 

emphasis on moral values and wisdom. 

 



Q: What is the significance of the Panchatantra's stories in modern times? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories remain relevant in modern times, offering timeless wisdom and insights 

into human nature and relationships. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra's teachings apply to everyday life? 

A: The Panchatantra's teachings offer practical wisdom and guidance on how to navigate everyday 

life, relationships, and challenges. 

 

 

Q.Briefly  analysis  this  chapter  

Or  

Write the theme of this chapter  

Or 

write the sumury of this chapter  

Or  

Discuss the main idea or central idea of this chapter 

 

In Arthur W. Ryder's translation, "The Loss of Friends" (also known as "Mitra-bheda") in the 

Panchatantra is the first treatise, consisting of over 30 fables. It explores the causes and 

consequences of fractured friendships, particularly focusing on the schemes of a cunning jackal, 

Damanaka, who seeks to break up relationships within a kingdom ruled by a lion. The fables within 

this treatise illustrate various situations where close friends fall apart due to factors like jealousy, 

pride, and manipulation.  

 

"The Loss of Friends" is Book I of the Panchatantra, a collection of ancient Indian fables translated by 

Arthur W. Ryder. Here's a summary: 

 

The book tells the story of how a jackal manipulates a lion and a bull, causing them to lose their 

friendship. The jackal's greedy and malicious intentions drive the plot, highlighting the consequences 

of cleverness and trickery ¹. 

 

Some notable stories in this book include ²: 

- The Wedge-Pulling Monkey: A story about cleverness and consequences 

- The Jackal and the War-Drum: A tale of cleverness and trickery 



- The Jackal at the Ram-Fight: A story about manipulation and conflict 

 

Themes and Messages 

The book explores themes such as: 

- Friendship and Loss: The stories highlight the importance of nurturing friendships and being aware 

of potential threats 

- Cleverness and Trickery: The jackal's actions demonstrate the consequences of cleverness and 

manipulation 

- Morality and Wisdom: The stories offer insights into human nature and behavior, providing timeless 

wisdom 

 

"The Loss of Friends" offers valuable lessons on relationships, cleverness, and morality, making it a 

significant part of the Panchatantra collection. Its stories remain relevant today, providing insights 

into human nature and behavior. 

 

 

"The Wedge-Pulling Monkey" or a similar story) translated by Arthur W. Ryder 

 

 

Q: What is the story of "The Wedge-Pulling Monkey" about? 

A: The story tells of a monkey who tries to pull out a wedge, often getting stuck or hurt in the 

process. 

 

Q: What lesson can be learned from the story? 

A: The story teaches the lesson of being careful and cautious, and not acting impulsively. 

 

Q: What role does the monkey play in the story? 

A: The monkey's actions drive the plot and illustrate the consequences of foolish behavior. 

 

Q: What theme is highlighted in the story? 

A: The theme of foolishness and its consequences is highlighted, teaching the importance of 

prudence and caution. 

 



Q: How does the story convey the importance of careful action? 

A: The story conveys the importance of careful action through the monkey's mistakes and the 

consequences that follow. 

 

Q: What moral lesson can be applied to everyday life? 

A: The story teaches the moral lesson of thinking before acting and considering the potential 

consequences. 

 

Q: What character traits does the monkey exhibit? 

A: The monkey exhibits traits such as curiosity, impulsiveness, and foolishness. 

 

Q: How does the monkey's behavior lead to problems? 

A: The monkey's impulsive behavior leads to him getting stuck or hurt, highlighting the importance of 

careful action. 

 

Q: What can be learned from the monkey's mistakes? 

A: The monkey's mistakes teach the importance of prudence, caution, and careful consideration. 

 

Q: What cultural insights does the Panchatantra offer through this story? 

A: The Panchatantra offers insights into ancient Indian values and wisdom, particularly in its 

emphasis on careful action and prudence. 

 

Q: How does the story reflect ancient Indian thought? 

A: The story reflects ancient Indian thought through its use of animal characters and moral teachings. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Panchatantra's stories in modern times? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories remain relevant in modern times, offering timeless wisdom and insights 

into human nature and behavior. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra use humor in its stories? 

A: The Panchatantra uses humor to engage the reader and make the moral lessons more memorable. 

 

Q: What role does satire play in the Panchatantra's stories? 



A: Satire is used to critique human follies and weaknesses, often through the use of animal 

characters. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra's storytelling style contribute to its enduring appeal? 

A: The Panchatantra's storytelling style, which combines humor, satire, and moral lessons, has 

contributed to its enduring appeal. 

 

Q: What message does the story of "The Wedge-Pulling Monkey" convey about problem-solving? 

A: The story conveys the importance of careful and thoughtful problem-solving, rather than 

impulsive action. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra's stories promote critical thinking? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories promote critical thinking by encouraging readers to reflect on the 

consequences of their actions. 

 

Q: What lessons can be learned from the Panchatantra's stories about decision-making? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories teach lessons about the importance of careful consideration and 

thoughtful decision-making. 

 

Q: How has the Panchatantra influenced Indian literature and culture? 

A: The Panchatantra has had a significant influence on Indian literature and culture, particularly in its 

use of storytelling and moral teachings. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Panchatantra's stories in modern times? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories remain relevant in modern times, offering timeless wisdom and insights 

into human nature and behavior. 

 

Q: How can the Panchatantra's teachings be applied to everyday life? 

A: The Panchatantra's teachings offer practical wisdom and guidance on how to navigate everyday 

life, relationships, and challenges. 

 

Q: What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the wedge in the story? 

A: The wedge can symbolize obstacles or challenges that require careful consideration and action. 

 



Q: How does the Panchatantra use animal characters to convey human-like themes? 

A: The Panchatantra uses animal characters to convey human-like themes and morals, making the 

stories more relatable and engaging. 

 

Q: What imagery is used in the story to convey the monkey's situation? 

A: The story uses vivid imagery to convey the monkey's predicament, highlighting the consequences 

of his actions. 

 

Q: What moral lesson can be learned from the monkey's experience? 

A: The story teaches the moral lesson of being cautious and thoughtful in one's actions, rather than 

acting impulsively. 

 

Q: How does the story promote self-reflection? 

A: The story promotes self-reflection by encouraging readers to consider the consequences of their 

actions and think critically about their decisions. 

 

Q: What values are emphasized in the story? 

A: The story emphasizes values such as prudence, caution, and careful consideration. 

 

Q: What cultural insights does the Panchatantra offer through its stories? 

A: The Panchatantra offers insights into ancient Indian culture and values, particularly in its emphasis 

on moral teachings and wisdom. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra reflect ancient Indian thought? 

A: The Panchatantra reflects ancient Indian thought through its use of storytelling and moral 

teachings. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Panchatantra's stories in Indian cultural heritage? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories are an important part of Indian cultural heritage, offering timeless 

wisdom and insights into human nature and behavior. 

 

Q: What is the central conflict in the story? 

A: The central conflict is the monkey's struggle to pull out the wedge, which serves as a metaphor for 

the challenges and obstacles we face in life. 



 

Q: How does the story build tension? 

A: The story builds tension through the monkey's increasing frustration and desperation as he tries to 

pull out the wedge. 

 

Q: What is the climax of the story? 

A: The climax is the moment when the monkey finally realizes the futility of his efforts or suffers the 

consequences of his actions. 

 

Q: How does the monkey's character evolve throughout the story? 

A: The monkey's character may evolve from one of curiosity and impulsiveness to one of realization 

and regret. 

 

Q: What motivates the monkey's actions? 

A: The monkey's actions are motivated by his curiosity and desire to achieve his goal, despite the 

potential risks. 

 

Q: What can be learned from the monkey's mistakes? 

A: The monkey's mistakes teach the importance of prudence, caution, and careful consideration in 

one's actions. 

 

Q: What theme is highlighted through the monkey's experience? 

A: The theme of the consequences of impulsive action is highlighted, teaching the importance of 

careful consideration and prudence. 

 

Q: How does the story convey the importance of self-control? 

A: The story conveys the importance of self-control through the monkey's lack of restraint and the 

consequences that follow. 

 

Q: What message does the story convey about problem-solving? 

A: The story conveys the importance of careful and thoughtful problem-solving, rather than 

impulsive action. 

 

Q: What interpretation can be made of the monkey's actions? 



A: The monkey's actions can be interpreted as a symbol of impulsive behavior and the consequences 

that follow. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to human experience? 

A: The story relates to human experience by highlighting the importance of careful consideration and 

prudence in our actions. 

 

Q: What insights does the story offer into human nature? 

A: The story offers insights into human nature, particularly the tendency towards impulsive behavior 

and the importance of self-control. 

 

Q: What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the wedge? 

A: The wedge can symbolize obstacles or challenges that require careful consideration and action. 

 

Q: How does the story use metaphor to convey its message? 

A: The story uses the metaphor of the monkey's actions to convey the importance of careful 

consideration and prudence. 

 

Q: What does the story's use of animal characters add to its message? 

A: The use of animal characters adds a layer of universality and timelessness to the story's message. 

 

Q: What cultural context is reflected in the Panchatantra's stories? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories reflect the cultural context of ancient India, particularly its values and 

wisdom. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra's stories reflect the historical context of ancient India? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories reflect the historical context of ancient India through its use of 

storytelling and moral teachings. 

 

Q: What significance does the Panchatantra hold in Indian cultural heritage? 

A: The Panchatantra holds significant cultural and literary importance in Indian heritage, offering 

timeless wisdom and insights into human nature and behavior. 

 



 

Q.Briefly  analysis  this  chapter  

Or  

Write the theme of this chapter  

Or 

write the sumury of this chapter  

Or  

Discuss the main idea or central idea of this chapter 

 

There was a city in a certain region. In a grove near by, a merchant was having a temple built. Each 

day at the noon hour the foreman and workers would go to the city for lunch. 

 

 

Now one day a troop of monkeys came upon the half-built temple. There lay a tremendous 

anjanalog, which a mechanic had begun to split, a wedge of acacia-wood being thrust in at the top. 

 

 

There the monkeys began their playful frolics upon tree-top, lofty roof, and woodpile. Then one of 

them, whose doom was near, thoughtlessly bestrode the log, thinking: “Who stuck a wedge in this 

queer place?” So he seized it with both hands and started to work it loose. Now what happened 

when the wedge gave at the spot where his private parts entered the cleft, that, sir, you know 

without being told. 

 

 

“And that is why I say that meddling should be avoided by the intelligent. And you know,” he 

continued, “that we two pick up a fair living just from his leavings.” 

 

 

“But,” said Victor, “how can you give first-rate service merely from a desire for food with no desire 

for distinction? There is wisdom in the saying: 

 

"The Jackal and the War Drum" or a similar story) translated by Arthur W. Ryder 

 

Q: What is the story of "The Jackal and the War Drum" about? 



A: The story tells of a jackal who mistakes the sound of a war drum for thunder and runs away in fear. 

 

Q: What lesson can be learned from the story? 

A: The story teaches the lesson of not jumping to conclusions and being aware of one's surroundings. 

 

Q: What role does the jackal play in the story? 

A: The jackal's actions drive the plot and illustrate the consequences of fear and misunderstanding. 

 

Q: What theme is highlighted in the story? 

A: The theme of fear and misunderstanding is highlighted, teaching the importance of awareness and 

critical thinking. 

 

Q: How does the story convey the importance of awareness? 

A: The story conveys the importance of awareness through the jackal's mistake and the 

consequences that follow. 

 

Q: What moral lesson can be applied to everyday life? 

A: The story teaches the moral lesson of being aware of one's surroundings and not jumping to 

conclusions. 

 

Q: What character traits does the jackal exhibit? 

A: The jackal exhibits traits such as fearfulness and a lack of awareness. 

 

Q: How does the jackal's behavior lead to problems? 

A: The jackal's behavior leads to problems because of his misunderstanding and fear. 

 

Q: What can be learned from the jackal's mistakes? 

A: The jackal's mistakes teach the importance of awareness, critical thinking, and not jumping to 

conclusions. 

 

Q: What cultural insights does the Panchatantra offer through this story? 

A: The Panchatantra offers insights into ancient Indian values and wisdom, particularly in its 

emphasis on awareness and critical thinking. 



 

Q: How does the story reflect ancient Indian thought? 

A: The story reflects ancient Indian thought through its use of storytelling and moral teachings. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Panchatantra's stories in modern times? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories remain relevant in modern times, offering timeless wisdom and insights 

into human nature and behavior. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra use humor in its stories? 

A: The Panchatantra uses humor to engage the reader and make the moral lessons more memorable. 

 

Q: What role does satire play in the Panchatantra's stories? 

A: Satire is used to critique human follies and weaknesses, often through the use of animal 

characters. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra's storytelling style contribute to its enduring appeal? 

A: The Panchatantra's storytelling style, which combines humor, satire, and moral lessons, has 

contributed to its enduring appeal. 

 

Q: What message does the story of "The Jackal and the War Drum" convey about perception? 

A: The story conveys the importance of accurate perception and not jumping to conclusions. 

 

Q: How does the story promote critical thinking? 

A: The story promotes critical thinking by encouraging readers to question their assumptions and 

think carefully about the situation. 

 

Q: What lessons can be learned from the story about fear and anxiety? 

A: The story teaches the lesson of not letting fear and anxiety cloud one's judgment and decision-

making. 

 

Q: What cultural insights does the Panchatantra offer through its stories? 

A: The Panchatantra offers insights into ancient Indian culture and values, particularly in its emphasis 

on moral teachings and wisdom. 



 

Q: How has the Panchatantra influenced Indian literature and culture? 

A: The Panchatantra has had a significant influence on Indian literature and culture, particularly in its 

use of storytelling and moral teachings. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Panchatantra's stories in modern times? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories remain relevant in modern times, offering timeless wisdom and insights 

into human nature and behavior. 

 

Q: What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the war drum? 

A: The war drum can symbolize the unknown, fear, or chaos. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra use animal characters to convey human-like themes? 

A: The Panchatantra uses animal characters to convey human-like themes and morals, making the 

stories more relatable and engaging. 

 

Q: What imagery is used in the story to convey the jackal's fear? 

A: The story uses vivid imagery to convey the jackal's fear and panic. 

 

Q: What moral lesson can be learned from the jackal's experience? 

A: The story teaches the moral lesson of being aware of one's surroundings and not jumping to 

conclusions. 

 

Q: How does the story promote self-awareness? 

A: The story promotes self-awareness by encouraging readers to reflect on their own thoughts and 

actions. 

 

Q: What values are emphasized in the story? 

A: The story emphasizes values such as awareness, critical thinking, and caution. 

 

Q: What cultural context is reflected in the Panchatantra's stories? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories reflect the cultural context of ancient India, particularly its values and 

wisdom. 



 

Q: How does the Panchatantra's stories reflect the historical context of ancient India? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories reflect the historical context of ancient India through its use of 

storytelling and moral teachings. 

 

Q: What significance does the Panchatantra hold in Indian cultural heritage? 

A: The Panchatantra holds significant cultural and literary importance in Indian heritage, offering 

timeless wisdom and insights into human nature and behavior. 

 

Q: What interpretation can be made of the jackal's fear? 

A: The jackal's fear can be interpreted as a symbol of the destructive power of unchecked emotions. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to human experience? 

A: The story relates to human experience by highlighting the importance of awareness, critical 

thinking, and caution. 

 

Q: What insights does the story offer into human nature? 

A: The story offers insights into human nature, particularly the tendency towards fear, anxiety, and 

impulsive behavior. 

 

Q: What theme is highlighted through the jackal's experience? 

A: The theme of fear and anxiety is highlighted, teaching the importance of awareness and critical 

thinking. 

 

Q: How does the story convey the importance of knowledge? 

A: The story conveys the importance of knowledge and understanding in overcoming fear and 

anxiety. 

 

Q: What message does the story convey about perception? 

A: The story conveys the importance of accurate perception and not jumping to conclusions. 

 

Q: What cultural significance does the Panchatantra hold? 



A: The Panchatantra holds significant cultural importance, offering insights into ancient Indian values 

and wisdom. 

 

Q: How has the Panchatantra influenced world literature? 

A: The Panchatantra has influenced world literature, particularly in its use of fables and moral 

storytelling. 

 

Q: What is the enduring appeal of the Panchatantra's stories? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories have an enduring appeal due to their timeless wisdom, engaging 

characters, and moral lessons. 

 

Q: What is the story of "The Jackal and the Ram" from Book I about? 

A: The story tells of a jackal who tries to trick or harm a ram, often with unexpected consequences. 

 

Q: What lesson can be learned from the story? 

A: The story teaches the lesson of cleverness, cunning, or the consequences of one's actions. 

 

Q: What role does the jackal play in the story? 

A: The jackal's actions drive the plot and often illustrate the consequences of cleverness or trickery. 

 

Q: What theme is highlighted in the story? 

A: The theme of cleverness, trickery, or the consequences of one's actions is highlighted. 

 

Q: How does the story convey the importance of intelligence? 

A: The story conveys the importance of intelligence and cunning through the characters' actions and 

consequences. 

 

Q: What moral lesson can be applied to everyday life? 

A: The story teaches the moral lesson of being clever and resourceful, but also being aware of the 

consequences of one's actions. 

 

Q: What character traits does the jackal exhibit? 

A: The jackal exhibits traits such as cleverness, cunning, or trickery. 



 

Q: How does the ram's character contrast with the jackal's? 

A: The ram's character may exhibit traits such as innocence, naivety, or strength, contrasting with the 

jackal's cleverness. 

 

Q: What can be learned from the characters' interactions? 

A: The characters' interactions teach the importance of being aware of one's surroundings and the 

consequences of one's actions. 

 

Q: How does Arthur W. Ryder's translation contribute to the story's meaning? 

A: Ryder's translation brings the story to life, conveying the nuances of the original text. 

 

Q: What insights does the story offer into human nature? 

A: The story offers insights into human nature, particularly the tendency towards cleverness, trickery, 

or foolishness. 

 

Q: How can the story be interpreted in different ways? 

A: The story can be interpreted in different ways, depending on the reader's perspective and cultural 

context. 

 

Q: What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the jackal's character? 

A: The jackal can symbolize cleverness, cunning, or trickery. 

 

Q: How does the story use imagery to convey the characters' emotions? 

A: The story uses vivid imagery to convey the characters' emotions and actions. 

 

Q: What role does the setting play in the story? 

A: The setting provides a backdrop for the characters' actions and interactions. 

 

Q: What moral lesson can be learned from the story? 

A: The story teaches the moral lesson of being aware of one's surroundings and the consequences of 

one's actions. 

 



Q: How does the story promote critical thinking? 

A: The story promotes critical thinking by encouraging readers to reflect on the characters' actions 

and consequences. 

 

Q: What values are emphasized in the story? 

A: The story emphasizes values such as intelligence, cleverness, and awareness. 

 

Q: What cultural insights does the Panchatantra offer through its stories? 

A: The Panchatantra offers insights into ancient Indian culture and values, particularly in its emphasis 

on moral teachings and wisdom. 

 

Q: How has the Panchatantra influenced world literature? 

A: The Panchatantra has influenced world literature, particularly in its use of fables and moral 

storytelling. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Panchatantra's stories in modern times? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories remain relevant in modern times, offering timeless wisdom and insights 

into human nature and behavior. 

 

Q: What interpretation can be made of the jackal's actions? 

A: The jackal's actions can be interpreted as a symbol of cleverness, cunning, or trickery. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to human experience? 

A: The story relates to human experience by highlighting the importance of awareness, intelligence, 

and cleverness. 

 

Q: What insights does the story offer into human nature? 

A: The story offers insights into human nature, particularly the tendency towards cleverness, trickery, 

or foolishness. 

 

Q: What theme is highlighted through the jackal's character? 

A: The theme of cleverness, cunning, or trickery is highlighted through the jackal's character. 

 



Q: How does the story convey the importance of awareness? 

A: The story conveys the importance of awareness through the characters' actions and 

consequences. 

 

Q: What message does the story convey about relationships? 

A: The story conveys the importance of understanding and navigating complex relationships. 

 

Q: What cultural context is reflected in the Panchatantra's stories? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories reflect the cultural context of ancient India, particularly its values and 

wisdom. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra's stories reflect the historical context of ancient India? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories reflect the historical context of ancient India through its use of 

storytelling and moral teachings. 

 

Q: What significance does the Panchatantra hold in Indian cultural heritage? 

A: The Panchatantra holds significant cultural and literary importance in Indian heritage, offering 

timeless wisdom and insights into human nature and behavior. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra use dialogue in its stories? 

A: The Panchatantra uses dialogue to convey the characters' thoughts, feelings, and motivations. 

 

Q: What role does pacing play in the Panchatantra's stories? 

A: The pacing of the stories helps to build tension, create suspense, and convey the moral lessons. 

 

Q: How does the Panchatantra's use of animal characters contribute to its storytelling? 

A: The use of animal characters allows the Panchatantra to convey complex human-like themes and 

morals in a way that is both engaging and accessible. 

 

Q: What message does the story of "The Jackal and the Ram" convey about intelligence? 

A: The story conveys the importance of intelligence, cleverness, and strategic thinking. 

 

Q: How does the story promote problem-solving skills? 



A: The story promotes problem-solving skills by encouraging readers to think critically about the 

characters' actions and consequences. 

 

Q: What lessons can be learned from the story about adaptability? 

A: The story teaches lessons about the importance of adaptability and flexibility in responding to 

changing circumstances. 

 

Q: What cultural values are reflected in the Panchatantra's stories? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories reflect cultural values such as intelligence, cleverness, and strategic 

thinking. 

 

Q: How has the Panchatantra influenced Indian literature and culture? 

A: The Panchatantra has had a significant influence on Indian literature and culture, particularly in its 

use of storytelling and moral teachings. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Panchatantra's stories in modern times? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories remain relevant in modern times, offering timeless wisdom and insights 

into human nature and behavior. 

 

Q: How does the jackal's character evolve throughout the story? 

A: The jackal's character may evolve from a clever trickster to a more cautious or wiser individual. 

 

Q: What motivates the jackal's actions in the story? 

A: The jackal's actions may be motivated by hunger, curiosity, or a desire for power. 

 

Q: How does the ram's character contrast with the jackal's? 

A: The ram's character may exhibit traits such as innocence, naivety, or strength, contrasting with the 

jackal's cleverness. 

 

Q: What theme is highlighted through the characters' interactions? 

A: The theme of cleverness, trickery, or the consequences of one's actions is highlighted. 

 

Q: How does the story convey the importance of self-awareness? 



A: The story conveys the importance of self-awareness through the characters' actions and 

consequences. 

 

Q: What message does the story convey about relationships? 

A: The story conveys the importance of understanding and navigating complex relationships. 

 

Q: What cultural insights does the Panchatantra offer through its stories? 

A: The Panchatantra offers insights into ancient Indian culture and values, particularly in its emphasis 

on moral teachings and wisdom. 

 

Q: How has the Panchatantra influenced world literature? 

A: The Panchatantra has influenced world literature, particularly in its use of fables and moral 

storytelling. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Panchatantra's stories in modern times? 

A: The Panchatantra's stories remain relevant in modern times, offering timeless wisdom and insights 

into human nature and behavior. 

 

 

Q.Briefly  analysis  this  chapter  

Or  

Write the theme of this chapter  

Or 

write the sumury of this chapter  

Or  

Discuss the main idea or central idea of this chapter 

 

The story of "The Monkey and the Wedge" is an ancient Indian fable from the Panchatantra, which 

teaches valuable lessons about curiosity and interference. Here's a summary: 

 

Story Overview 

A group of workers, including woodworkers, take a break, leaving their tools and unfinished work 

behind. A curious monkey approaches the site and becomes fascinated with a wedge placed 



between two logs of wood. The monkey decides to pull out the wedge, not understanding its 

purpose. 

 

Consequences of Curiosity 

As the monkey pulls out the wedge, the logs close in, trapping its legs. Despite its efforts, the monkey 

cannot free itself and ultimately suffers severe injuries, leading to its demise. 

 

Moral Lesson 

The story highlights the importance of minding one's own business and not interfering with things 

one doesn't understand. The moral emphasizes that curiosity and meddling can lead to trouble and 

harm ¹. 

 

Significance 

This timeless tale cautions against the dangers of unnecessary interference and promotes self-

awareness, making it a valuable story to share with children and adults alike ². 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U ut 4  

Ch 2 

 

 The tales of anklets  

 

 

Q.Who is Iiango Adigal? 

A. Iiango Adigal was a Tamil poet and scholar who lived in the 2nd or 3rd century CE. 

 



Q.What is Iiango Adigal known for? 

A. Iiango Adigal is known for writing the ancient Tamil epic "Silappatikaram" (also known as "The Tale 

of an Anklet"). 

 

Q.  What is "The Tale of an Anklet" about? 

A."The Tale of an Anklet" is an ancient Tamil epic that tells the story of Kannagi, a woman who seeks 

justice for her husband's wrongful death. 

 

Q. What is the significance of "The Tale of an Anklet"? 

A."The Tale of an Anklet" is considered one of the greatest works of ancient Tamil literature and has 

had a significant impact on Tamil culture and society. 

 

Q. What is the main plot of "The Tale of an Anklet"? 

A. The main plot revolves around Kannagi's quest for justice for her husband's death and her 

ultimate triumph over injustice. 

 

Q.What is the significance of the anklet in the story? 

A.The anklet is a symbol of Kannagi's marriage and her husband's innocence, and it plays a crucial 

role in the story's plot. 

 

Q.  What themes are explored in "The Tale of an Anklet"? 

A.The epic explores themes of love, justice, morality, and the struggle between good and evil. 

 

Q. What symbolic meaning can be inferred from Kannagi's character? 

A.Kannagi's character symbolizes the power of women, the importance of justice, and the triumph of 

good over evil. 

 

Q. What is the cultural significance of "The Tale of an Anklet" in Tamil society? 

A.The epic is considered a cornerstone of Tamil literature and culture, and its themes and characters 

continue to inspire and influence Tamil art, literature, and society. 

 

Q. How has "The Tale of an Anklet" influenced Tamil literature and art? 

A.The epic has had a profound influence on Tamil literature and art, inspiring countless adaptations, 

interpretations, and works of art. 



 

Q.What is the historical context of "The Tale of an Anklet"? 

A.The epic is set in the ancient Tamil city of Puhar (now Poompuhar) during the Chera dynasty. 

 

Q.How does the epic reflect the social and cultural norms of ancient Tamil society? 

A.The epic provides valuable insights into the social and cultural norms of ancient Tamil society, 

including its customs, traditions, and values. 

 

Q. What is the literary style of "The Tale of an Anklet"? 

A.The epic is written in a poetic style, using a combination of prose and verse to tell the story. 

 

Q.How does the author use imagery and symbolism in the epic? 

A.The author uses vivid imagery and symbolism to convey themes and emotions, adding depth and 

complexity to the story. 

 

Q.  What is the impact of "The Tale of an Anklet" on Tamil literature and culture? 

A.The epic has had a profound impact on Tamil literature and culture, influencing countless works of 

art, literature, and music. 

 

Q.How is "The Tale of an Anklet" remembered and celebrated in Tamil society today? 

A. The epic is remembered and celebrated through various forms of art, literature, and performance, 

including dance, music, and theater. 

 

Q.What is the character of Kannagi like in the epic? 

A.Kannagi is portrayed as a strong-willed, determined, and loyal wife who seeks justice for her 

husband's death. 

 

Q.What is the relationship like between Kannagi and her husband Kovalan? 

A.Kannagi and Kovalan have a deep and loving relationship, and their bond is a central theme in the 

epic. 

 

Q.  What message does the epic convey about justice and morality? 



A. The epic conveys the message that justice and morality are essential values that must be upheld, 

even in the face of adversity. 

 

Q. How does the epic explore the theme of love and loyalty? 

A.The epic explores the theme of love and loyalty through Kannagi's unwavering devotion to her 

husband and her determination to seek justice for his death. 

 

Q. What does the epic reveal about the social and cultural norms of ancient Tamil society? 

A.The epic provides valuable insights into the social and cultural norms of ancient Tamil society, 

including its customs, traditions, and values. 

 

Q.How does the epic reflect the historical context of ancient Tamil Nadu? 

A. The epic reflects the historical context of ancient Tamil Nadu, including its geography, politics, and 

culture. 

 

Q.What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the anklet in the epic? 

A.The anklet symbolizes Kannagi's marriage, love, and loyalty, as well as her quest for justice. 

 

Q.How does the author use natural imagery in the epic? 

A.The author uses vivid natural imagery to describe the landscapes, seasons, and weather, which 

helps to set the mood and tone of the story. 

 

Q.  What themes are explored in the epic besides love and justice? 

A. The epic explores themes of morality, loyalty, duty, and the struggle between good and evil. 

 

Q.What motifs are repeated throughout the epic? 

A.Motifs such as the anklet, the goddess Pattini, and the concept of karma are repeated throughout 

the epic to reinforce its themes and messages. 

 

Q.How has "The Tale of an Anklet" influenced Tamil literature and art? 

A.The epic has had a profound influence on Tamil literature and art, inspiring countless adaptations, 

interpretations, and works of art. 

 



Q.What is the significance of "The Tale of an Anklet" in modern Tamil culture? 

A. The epic remains a beloved and revered work of literature in modern Tamil culture, symbolizing 

the values of love, justice, and morality. 

 

Q.What is the historical context of the epic's composition? 

A.The epic is believed to have been composed in the 2nd or 3rd century CE, during the Sangam 

period of Tamil literature. 

 

Q. How does the epic reflect the cultural values of ancient Tamil society? 

A.The epic reflects the cultural values of ancient Tamil society, including the importance of love, 

loyalty, and justice. 

 

Q.  What is the literary style of the epic? 

A.The epic is written in a poetic style, using a combination of prose and verse to tell the story. 

 

Q. How is the epic structured? 

A.The epic is structured into three main sections, each of which tells a different part of the story. 

 

Q. What themes are explored in the epic's portrayal of Kannagi's character? 

A.The epic explores themes of love, loyalty, and justice through Kannagi's character. 

 

Q.What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the epic's use of the goddess Pattini? 

A. The goddess Pattini symbolizes the power of feminine virtue and the importance of justice and 

morality. 

 

Q. How has "The Tale of an Anklet" influenced Tamil literature and culture? 

A. The epic has had a profound influence on Tamil literature and culture, inspiring countless 

adaptations, interpretations, and works of art. 

 

Q.What is the significance of "The Tale of an Anklet" in modern Tamil society? 

A. The epic remains a beloved and revered work of literature in modern Tamil society, symbolizing 

the values of love, justice, and morality. 

 



Q.Briefly explain the title of the lesson The Tale of an Anklet 

Or 

Write the sumury of this lesson 

Or 

Describe the main idea of this lesson 

Or 

write the central theme of this lesson 

 

When it comes to Indian epics, we seldom go beyond Ramayan and Mahabharat. I am not sure if this 

has to do with the general appeal or the domination of Sanskrit epics over regional ones, but another 

epic that has gone relatively unnoticed beyond its place of origin is the Tamil epic Cilappatikaram, or 

‘the Tale of an Anklet’. 

 

The epic was written around the 5th-6th century AD by Ilango Adigal, or the ‘Prince Ascetic’. It is said 

that an oracle had predicted that he would be a better king as against his elder brother. To prove the 

prophesy wrong, he embraced monk-hood and allowed his elder brother to ascend the throne. The 

epic encompasses three well known regimes of the South, the Cholas, Pandiyas, and the Chera 

kingdoms. The other significant aspect of this epic (and also the major differentiator from the other 

epics) is that the epic deals with ordinary mortals and their lives.  

 

This is not only an extremely interesting epic, but is also different from all the epics known, be it the 

well-known Ramayan and Mahabharat or the Greek Iliad and the Odyssey. First, it was written by a 

Jain monk, Ilango Adigal, who heard the story from a source (in all probability a well-known folktale) 

before writing an epic on it. While Ilango was a Jain, he focused on the local times and ensured that 

all the focus was on prevalent religions like Hinduism and Buddhism. Though he was a monk, every 

aspect of life with all its flavours, be they marital life, arts and music or the sensual facets of life, he 

covered them all with rich details. A rarity for a monk, to describe them with such awareness and 

perfection.    

 

But before we get into analysis, let me tell you briefly the story of ‘Cilappatikaram’, which is loosely 

based on the excellent translation by R. Parthasarathy in his book “The Cilappatikaram – The Tale of 

the Anklet, by Ilango Adigal”. Needless to add, that a lot of details have been edited for the sake of 

this article, but the original, which is in three parts, is worth reading for those interested in epics with 

a difference!  

 

In the city of Puhar, of Chola kingdom, there lived a merchant and his family. The son of the 

merchant, Kovalan, gets married to a beautiful girl by the name of Kannagi and they lived happily. 

Kovalan, soon comes across a dancer, Matavi (or Madhavi) and falls in love with her. The two started 

spending a lot of time together in music and dance and soon they even had a daughter. During all 



this time, Kannagi took good care of her aged in-laws, who in turn had started despising their son. 

Kannagi however never complained, even though she knew that Kovalan was wasting away the 

family fortune on Matavi. 

 

Once during the famous festival of Indra, when Matavi was performing, Kovalan got suspicious about 

Matavi. He thought that Matavi was having an affair with someone else and the song professing her 

love, was directed at that person and not him. Kovalan was hurt and realised his mistake and went 

back home to his wife. While Kannagi was happy at her husband’s return, they soon realise that they 

had no wealth on them and there was a need to start life afresh. When Matavi realised, that Kovalan 

had left her, she sent a message to Kovalan pleading him to return, but Kovalan was not willing to 

heed to her pleas and concluded that he had nothing to do with her as he had seen through her 

deception. 

 

Kannagi had a pair of anklets given to her by her mother on her wedding, and they decided to sell it 

and start a new life in the city of Madurai, under the reign of the Pandian King. Kovalan and Kannagi 

travel to Madurai and on the way, they receive help and encouragement from many locals and Jain 

nuns. When they reach the outskirts of Madurai, Kovalan leaves his wife under the care of some 

locals and goes to the city with one of Kannagi’s anklets to sell. Kovalan was impressed with the tall 

buildings and the affluence of the city and thought that they would be able to rebuild their life once 

again. 

 

An angry Brihaspati went to Lord Indra and sought his help in retrieving his wife. When Indra sent his 

emissary to seek the release of Tara, Chandra sent him back with a mouthful. Chandra’s contention 

was that if a woman willfully left her home to stay with another man, then what was the fault of the 

man she chose to stay with? Also, family bliss was dependent on both the husband and the wife 

being happy, but if the wife was not happy, then how can one ensure the happiness of the family? 

 

Tara was unhappy with Brihaspati not just for her reasons of sexual pleasure. She was also unhappy, 

because Brihaspati had forcibly made love with Mamta, the wife of his brother. He further went to 

ridicule Indra for fighting against supposed adultery, when Indra himself was known for many such 

escapades. Soon matters came to the stage of a war amongst the gods, with Chandra on one side 

and Indra on the other. However, Lord Brahma intervened and it was decided, without asking Tara of 

course, that Tara would have to return to Brihaspati. Brishaspati was happy and took Tara back with 

him. 

 

 

But Tara was pregnant when she went back with Brihaspati. When a son was born, Brihaspati started 

making arrangements for his naming ceremony, but then Chandra objected to it, saying that it was 

his right to do so. Once again matters came to a war-like situation and Lord Brahma had to intervene 

in the claim for the son. Lord Brahma asked Tara as to whose child was it, since only a mother knew 

the father of her child. Tara said that it was Chandra’s. Chandra was happy and took his son away and 

named him Budh. 



 

An interesting myth that is part of astronomical myths. Chandra as we know was the Moon, Tara 

represented the stars. Brihaspati is the planet Jupiter and Budh is the planet Mercury. The love of 

Tara can be seen till date when they come out twinkling when the moon is out! 

 

The conversation between Chandra and Brihaspati and the emissary of Indra is quite interesting. 

Nowhere was Tara chastised for her decision of willfully staying on with Chandra and the latter 

misses no opportunity to ridicule Brihaspati for his inability to keep his wife happy. This myth is 

discussed in detail in the first book of Srimad Devi Bhagavatam, in Chapter XI, “Birth of Budh”. Some 

of these issues have been discussed threadbare and without any restrain. 

 

In the war of gods, Tara does not face any defamation or retribution from her husband, Brihaspati. 

Chandra justifies by saying that Tara was with him out of her choice and would not force her to leave. 

Lord Brahma decides against Tara’s wish to stay with Chandra, but without any reprimand. The birth 

of Budh is also resolved in favour of Chandra. The entire dissatisfaction of Tara was based on physical 

aspects of looks and love-making skills of Chandra as against her husband. No aspect of emotion, 

love, etc. is discussed or brought out. Is this to say that these aspects do not have any bearing on a 

relationship? Is sexual satisfaction the driving force of maintaining a relationship or was this myth 

only implying that no matter what be the cause, a married woman belongs to the husband? (Refer to 

the earlier myth of Swetaketu) 

 

Chandra is considered to be the first of the Chandra-vamshi, followed by Budh and then his son 

Pururava (This is Utkarsh Speaking: Urvashi and Pururavas). The heroes of the epic Mahabharat are 

all chandra-vamshis and surely go on to display their preoccupation with sex. To sum it, let me quote 

Prof. Satya Chaitanya, “The moon is the deity of the mind in both Vedic literature and subsequent 

Indian philosophy. And the mind is a slave to passions. In any case, a legacy of the moon god thus is 

one of powerful sexual longing – amoral or immoral – and this becomes the legacy of a vast number 

of kings in the lunar dynasty. King after king falls because he becomes a victim to unbridled 

sexuality.” And this as they say is history of epic proportions, as we see Yayati, Shantanu, Vichitraveer, 

etc. are examples of this. 

 

The above myth is significant from the perspective that adultery is discussed in ancient scriptures 

threadbare. The intention of this article is not to be judgmental, but to relate a myth and its source 

for us to understand the position taken by each, irrespective of the resolution. What is important is 

not the outcome of the controversy, but the conversation that takes place. 

 

If one opines that Tara, the woman is only a means to discuss the topic of adultery, then that would 

be an extremely myopic view. The way she exercises her choice, stays on with Chandra, and is not 

faulted ever, is significant in the narrative to bring out her position of a woman, who had a choice. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 5 

 

"Bharat Natyasastra"  

 

Q.What is the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A.The Bharat Natyasastra is an ancient Indian treatise on performing arts, encompassing theater, 

dance, and music. 

 

Q.Who translated the Bharat Natyasastra into English? 



A. Manmohan Ghosh translated the Bharat Natyasastra into English. 

 

Q.  What are the main topics covered in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A.The treatise covers topics such as drama, dance, music, acting, stage design, and aesthetics. 

 

Q. How is the Bharat Natyasastra structured? 

A. The treatise is divided into 36 chapters, each focusing on a specific aspect of performing arts. 

 

Q.  What is the significance of the Bharat Natyasastra in Indian performing arts? 

A.The Bharat Natyasastra is considered a foundational text of Indian performing arts, influencing 

classical dance, music, and theater. 

 

Q.How has the Bharat Natyasastra influenced other art forms? 

A.The treatise's principles and concepts have influenced various art forms, including Indian classical 

music, dance, and theater, as well as Southeast Asian and Western performing arts. 

 

Q. Why is Manmohan Ghosh's translation of the Bharat Natyasastra important? 

A.Ghosh's translation provides a comprehensive and accessible English version of the treatise, 

facilitating understanding and appreciation of Indian performing arts. 

 

Q.What are the notable features of Ghosh's translation? 

A.Ghosh's translation includes detailed introductions, explanations, and commentary, making the 

treatise more understandable to readers. 

 

Q.What philosophical traditions influenced the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A.The treatise reflects influences from Hindu philosophical traditions, particularly Vedanta and Yoga. 

 

Q.How does the Bharat Natyasastra reflect ancient Indian cultural values? 

A.The treatise embodies ancient Indian cultural values, such as the importance of art, beauty, and 

emotional expression. 

 

Q. What types of performing arts are discussed in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A. The treatise covers various performing arts, including drama, dance, music, and storytelling. 



 

Q.What aesthetic principles are outlined in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A.The treatise discusses aesthetic principles, such as rasa (emotional essence), bhava (emotional 

state), and abhinaya (histrionic representation). 

 

Q. How has the Bharat Natyasastra influenced Indian classical dance forms? 

A. The treatise's principles and concepts have shaped Indian classical dance forms, such as 

Bharatanatyam, Kathakali, and Odissi. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the Bharat Natyasastra in modern Indian performing arts? 

A. The treatise remains a foundational text, guiding modern Indian performing arts and inspiring new 

generations of artists. 

 

Q. What was Manmohan Ghosh's background and expertise? 

A.Ghosh was a scholar, translator, and historian of Indian art and culture. 

 

Q.How did Ghosh's translation contribute to the understanding of Indian performing arts? 

A.Ghosh's translation provided a comprehensive and accessible English version of the Bharat 

Natyasastra, facilitating understanding and appreciation of Indian performing arts worldwide. 

 

Q.What dramatic theories are outlined in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A.The treatise discusses dramatic theories, including the concept of rasa (emotional essence) and the 

importance of emotional expression. 

 

Q.How does the Bharat Natyasastra describe the ideal actor? 

A.The treatise describes the ideal actor as one who can convey emotions effectively and bring the 

audience to a state of aesthetic experience. 

 

Q. What types of music and dance are discussed in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A.The treatise covers various types of music and dance, including classical music, folk music, and 

classical dance forms. 

 

Q.How does the Bharat Natyasastra describe the relationship between music and dance? 



A. The treatise emphasizes the interconnectedness of music and dance, highlighting their role in 

creating a unified aesthetic experience. 

 

Q. What aesthetic principles are outlined in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A.The treatise discusses aesthetic principles, including the concept of rasa (emotional essence), 

bhava (emotional state), and abhinaya (histrionic representation). 

 

Q.How does the Bharat Natyasastra approach art criticism? 

A.The treatise provides guidelines for art criticism, emphasizing the importance of understanding the 

artist's intention and the audience's emotional response. 

 

Q. How has the Bharat Natyasastra influenced Southeast Asian performing arts? 

A.The treatise's principles and concepts have influenced Southeast Asian performing arts, such as 

Indonesian and Cambodian classical dance. 

 

Q.What is the significance of the Bharat Natyasastra in modern Western performing arts? 

A. The treatise's ideas on emotional expression, audience response, and aesthetic experience have 

influenced modern Western performing arts, particularly in the development of experimental and 

avant-garde theater. 

 

Q. What philosophical traditions are reflected in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A.The treatise reflects influences from Hindu philosophical traditions, particularly Vedanta, Yoga, and 

Samkhya. 

 

Q. How does the Bharat Natyasastra relate to spiritual practices? 

A.The treatise discusses the role of art in spiritual growth and self-realization. 

 

Q. What guidelines does the Bharat Natyasastra provide for theater production? 

A.The treatise offers guidelines on stage design, lighting, costumes, and makeup. 

 

Q. How does the Bharat Natyasastra describe the role of the director or producer? 

A.The treatise emphasizes the importance of the director or producer in guiding the actors and crew 

to create a unified artistic vision. 

 



Q. What types of musical instruments are mentioned in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A.The treatise mentions various musical instruments, including strings, drums, and wind instruments. 

 

Q.How does the Bharat Natyasastra discuss the use of sound effects in theater? 

A.The treatise provides guidelines on the use of sound effects to enhance the dramatic experience. 

 

Q. How has the Bharat Natyasastra influenced Indian classical music? 

A. The treatise's principles and concepts have shaped Indian classical music, particularly in the 

development of ragas and talas. 

 

Q.What is the significance of the Bharat Natyasastra in modern Indian arts education? 

A.The treatise remains a foundational text in Indian arts education, guiding the study and practice of 

classical music, dance, and theater. 

 

Q.Briefly explain the title of the lesson Bharat Natyasastra 

Or 

Write the sumury of this lesson 

Or 

Describe the main idea of this lesson 

Or 

write the central theme of this lesson 

 

Bharatanatyam is an ancient Indian treatise on classical dance, music, and theater. The text is 

attributed to the sage Bharata Muni and is considered one of the most authoritative sources on 

Indian classical arts. 

 

Structure 

The treatise is divided into 36 chapters, covering various aspects of classical dance, music, and 

theater, including: 

 

1. Theory of Rasa: Bharatanatyam discusses the concept of rasa (emotional essence) and its 

application in art. 



2. Dance Techniques: The text describes various dance techniques, including mudras (hand gestures), 

bhava (emotional expression), and abhinaya (histrionic representation). 

3. Music and Rhythm: Bharatanatyam covers the basics of Indian classical music, including ragas 

(melodic modes) and talas (rhythmic cycles). 

4. Theater and Drama: The treatise provides guidance on theater and drama, including playwriting, 

directing, and acting. 

 

Key Concepts 

1. Rasa: Bharatanatyam emphasizes the importance of evoking rasa (emotional essence) in the 

audience through art. 

2. Abhinaya: The text highlights the role of abhinaya (histrionic representation) in conveying 

emotions and telling stories through dance and theater. 

3. Marga and Desi: Bharatanatyam distinguishes between marga (classical) and desi (folk) traditions 

in Indian classical arts. 

 

Manmohan Ghosh's Translation 

Manmohan Ghosh's translation of Bharatanatyam provides a comprehensive and accessible English 

version of the treatise. Ghosh's translation includes: 

 

1. Detailed Introduction: Ghosh provides a detailed introduction to the text, its history, and its 

significance. 

2. Commentary and Notes: The translation includes commentary and notes to clarify complex 

concepts and provide context. 

3. Glossary: Ghosh provides a glossary of Sanskrit terms used in the text, making it easier for readers 

to understand the treatise. 

 

Bharatanatyam, translated by Manmohan Ghosh, is a seminal work on Indian classical arts. The 

treatise provides valuable insights into the theory and practice of classical dance, music, and theater, 

making it an essential resource for scholars, artists, and enthusiasts. 

 

Historical Significance 

1. Ancient Indian Arts: Bharatanatyam is one of the oldest and most authoritative texts on Indian 

classical arts, providing valuable insights into ancient Indian culture and aesthetics. 

2. Influence on Indian Arts: The treatise has had a profound impact on the development of Indian 

classical dance, music, and theater, shaping the course of Indian arts for centuries. 

 



Philosophical and Cultural Context 

1. Indian Aesthetics: Bharatanatyam provides a comprehensive framework for understanding Indian 

aesthetics, including the concept of rasa (emotional essence) and the role of art in evoking emotions. 

2. Cultural Significance: The treatise highlights the cultural significance of Indian classical arts, 

emphasizing their role in preserving and transmitting Indian cultural heritage. 

 

Impact on Modern Indian Arts 

1. Revival of Classical Arts: Bharatanatyam's translation by Manmohan Ghosh contributed to the 

revival of interest in Indian classical arts in the 20th century. 

2. Influence on Contemporary Arts: The treatise's ideas on rasa, abhinaya, and Indian aesthetics 

continue to influence contemporary Indian arts, including dance, music, theater, and film. 

 

Manmohan Ghosh's Contribution 

1. Accessible Translation: Ghosh's translation made Bharatanatyam accessible to a wider audience, 

including scholars, artists, and enthusiasts who may not have been familiar with Sanskrit. 

2. Comprehensive Commentary: Ghosh's commentary and notes provided valuable context and 

insights, helping readers to understand the treatise's complex concepts and ideas. 

 

Legacy and Relevance 

1. Continued Relevance: Bharatanatyam remains a foundational text in Indian classical arts, 

continuing to inspire and guide artists, scholars, and enthusiasts. 

2. Global Significance: The treatise's ideas on aesthetics, emotions, and art have global significance, 

offering insights into the universal language of art and emotion. 

 

Philosophical Analysis 

1. Aesthetics and Emotions: Bharatanatyam explores the relationship between art, emotions, and 

aesthetics, providing insights into the Indian concept of rasa (emotional essence). 

2. Theory of Rasa: The treatise develops a comprehensive theory of rasa, which remains a 

cornerstone of Indian aesthetics. 

3. Indian Philosophical Traditions: Bharatanatyam reflects various Indian philosophical traditions, 

including Vedanta, Yoga, and Samkhya. 

 

Cultural Analysis 

1. Indian Cultural Heritage: The treatise is a rich source of information on Indian cultural heritage, 

including classical dance, music, and theater. 



2. Cultural Significance of Arts: Bharatanatyam highlights the cultural significance of arts in Indian 

society, emphasizing their role in preserving and transmitting cultural values. 

3. Influence of Indian Culture on Arts: The treatise demonstrates how Indian culture has shaped the 

development of classical arts in India. 

 

Historical Analysis 

1. Historical Context: Bharatanatyam provides valuable insights into the historical context of Indian 

classical arts, including the social, cultural, and political factors that influenced their development. 

2. Evolution of Indian Classical Arts: The treatise traces the evolution of Indian classical arts, 

highlighting their transformation over time. 

3. Influence of Bharatanatyam on Indian Arts: Bharatanatyam has had a profound impact on the 

development of Indian classical arts, shaping their theory and practice for centuries. 

 

Literary Analysis 

1. Structure and Organization: The treatise is divided into 36 chapters, each focusing on a specific 

aspect of Indian classical arts. 

2. Language and Style: Bharatanatyam is written in Sanskrit, with a style that is both technical and 

lyrical. 

3. Use of Metaphors and Analogies: The treatise employs metaphors and analogies to explain 

complex concepts, making it more accessible to readers. 

 

Critical Analysis 

1. Limitations and Criticisms: Some critics argue that Bharatanatyam's focus on classical arts neglects 

the importance of folk and popular arts in Indian culture. 

2. Relevance in Modern Times: Despite being written centuries ago, Bharatanatyam remains relevant 

in modern times, offering insights into the universal language of art and emotion. 

3. Influence on Contemporary Arts: The treatise's ideas on rasa, abhinaya, and Indian aesthetics 

continue to influence contemporary Indian arts, including dance, music, theater, and film. 

 

Theme 

1. Rasa and Emotions 

The treatise explores the concept of rasa (emotional essence) and its role in evoking emotions in the 

audience. 

 

2. Indian Aesthetics 



Bharatanatyam provides a comprehensive framework for understanding Indian aesthetics, including 

the concept of rasa, abhinaya (histrionic representation), and dhvani (suggestion). 

 

3. Classical Arts and Culture 

The treatise highlights the significance of classical arts in Indian culture, emphasizing their role in 

preserving and transmitting cultural values. 

 

4. Theory and Practice 

Bharatanatyam integrates theory and practice, providing practical guidance on various aspects of 

classical dance, music, and theater. 

 

5. Spirituality and Self-Realization 

The treatise touches on the spiritual dimensions of art, highlighting its potential for self-realization 

and spiritual growth. 

 

6. Cultural Heritage and Tradition 

Bharatanatyam emphasizes the importance of preserving and respecting India's rich cultural heritage 

and tradition. 

 

7. Artistic Expression and Creativity 

The treatise celebrates artistic expression and creativity, encouraging artists to innovate and 

experiment within the framework of classical arts. 

 

8. Audience and Spectatorship 

Bharatanatyam discusses the role of the audience in appreciating and responding to classical arts, 

highlighting the importance of spectatorship. 

 

9. Performance and Production 

The treatise provides guidance on various aspects of performance and production, including stage 

design, lighting, costumes, and makeup. 

 

10. Timelessness and Universality 

Bharatanatyam's ideas on art, aesthetics, and emotions remain timeless and universal, offering 

insights into the human experience that transcend cultural and temporal boundaries. 


