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SEMESTER-II 

HISSEC151 

EVOLUTION OF INDIAN CULTURE 

Marks = 100 [ESE (50) + Project/Field work (20) + IT (30)] 

Unit-I: Introduction  

a. Culture: Definition  

b. Characteristics of Culture  

c. Importance of Culture in Human Life 

Unit-II: Performing Arts I  

a. Indian Classical Music: Hindustani Classical Music, Carnatic 

Classical Music  

b. Indian Classical Dance: Kathak and Bharatnatyam 

Unit-III: Performing Arts II  

a. Folk Music: Definition, Types of Indian Folk Music  

b. Folk Dance of Assam: Bihu & Dhamail  

c. Historical Development of the following instruments and their 

importance in Indian Music:  

Veena, Mridanga, Sitar, Sarod, Flute, Shehnai. 

Unit-IV: Eminent Personalities & Their Contribution to Indian 

Culture  

a. Pandit Ravi Shankar  

b. Ustad Bismillah Khan  

c. Pandit Birju Maharaj  

d. Dr Bhupen Hazarika  

e) Lata Mangeshkar 

Unit-V Fairs and Festivals  



 

 

a. Rabindranath Tagore &Visva Bharati  

b. Fairs & Festivals: Baruni Mela, Ambubachi Mela, Jonbeel Mela, 

Karbi Youth Festivals  

c. The Folk Culture of Barak Valley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT – 1 

ONE MARK: 

1. What is culture? 

Culture is the way of life of a group of people, including their beliefs, 

customs, traditions, and values. 

2. From which word is the term culture derived? 

The word culture is derived from the Latin word “Colere” which 

means to cultivate or develop. 

3. Who defined culture as “the complex whole including 

knowledge, belief, art, morals, law and custom”? 

The definition was given by Edward Burnett Tylor. 

4. What is Indian culture? 

Indian culture refers to the traditions, customs, beliefs, and values 

developed in India over a long period of time. 

5. What is one important feature of culture? 

One important feature of culture is that it is learned by individuals in 

society. 

6. Is culture inherited biologically? 

No, culture is not inherited biologically; it is learned through social 

interaction. 

7. What is cultural transmission? 

Cultural transmission is the process through which culture is passed 

from one generation to another. 

8. What do we mean by material culture? 

Material culture includes physical objects such as tools, clothes, 

buildings, and artworks. 

9. What is non-material culture? 

Non-material culture includes beliefs, traditions, language, customs, 

and values. 



 

 

10. Is culture the same in all societies? 

No, culture varies from one society to another. 

11. What is a cultural value? 

A cultural value is an idea or belief that people consider important in 

their society. 

12. What are cultural norms? 

Cultural norms are rules or standards of behaviour followed by people 

in society. 

13. Name one characteristic of culture. 

One characteristic of culture is that it is shared by members of 

society. 

14. What is the role of culture in human life? 

Culture guides human behaviour and helps people live together in 

society. 

15. What is cultural diversity? 

Cultural diversity refers to the existence of different cultures within a 

society or country. 

16. Why is culture important in society? 

Culture is important because it provides identity and unity to people. 

17. What does culture teach individuals? 

Culture teaches individuals how to behave and interact with others. 

18. What is tradition? 

Tradition refers to customs and beliefs that are passed from generation 

to generation. 

19. What is a cultural symbol? 

A cultural symbol is an object, sign, or gesture that represents a 

particular idea or belief in a culture. 

20. How does culture influence human life? 

Culture influences human life by shaping behaviour, values, and 

social relationships. 



 

 

TWO MARK: 

1. Define culture. 

Culture refers to the way of life followed by a group of people in 

society. It includes their beliefs, customs, traditions, language, art, 

religion, and values. Culture is learned through social interaction and 

is passed from one generation to another, shaping human behaviour 

and social relationships. 

 

2. Explain the definition of culture given by Edward Burnett 

Tylor. 

According to Edward B. Tylor, culture is the “complex whole which 

includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, customs and other 

capabilities acquired by man as a member of society.” This definition 

explains that culture includes all aspects of human life learned 

through social participation. 

 

3. What are the main elements of culture? 

The main elements of culture include knowledge, beliefs, customs, 

traditions, language, values, art, and social practices. These elements 

together form the lifestyle of people in a society. They influence the 

behaviour, thinking, and interaction of individuals within their social 

environment. 

 

4. What is material culture? 

Material culture refers to the physical objects created and used by 

people in society. These include tools, buildings, clothes, machines, 

and artworks. Material culture reflects the technological development 

and lifestyle of a society and shows how people use resources to 

improve their living conditions. 

 



 

 

5. What is non-material culture? 

Non-material culture includes the non-physical aspects of society 

such as beliefs, traditions, values, customs, language, and religious 

practices. These elements guide people’s behaviour and help maintain 

social order. Non-material culture plays an important role in shaping 

the identity and moral values of society. 

 

6. Explain one important characteristic of culture. 

One important characteristic of culture is that it is learned. Culture is 

not inherited biologically but acquired through social interaction. 

People learn cultural values, traditions, and customs from family, 

society, education, and social institutions throughout their lives. 

 

7. Why is culture considered social in nature? 

Culture is considered social because it develops within a group or 

society and is shared by its members. It cannot exist without social 

interaction. Individuals learn cultural practices from others, and these 

practices become common patterns of behaviour within the society. 

 

8. What is cultural transmission? 

Cultural transmission is the process through which cultural 

knowledge, traditions, values, and customs are passed from one 

generation to another. This transfer mainly occurs through family, 

education, religion, and social institutions, helping to preserve cultural 

identity and continuity in society. 

 

9. What is cultural diversity? 

Cultural diversity refers to the existence of different cultures within a 

society or country. People belonging to different communities follow 

different traditions, languages, customs, and beliefs. Cultural diversity 



 

 

enriches society by promoting mutual understanding, tolerance, and 

respect among different cultural groups. 

 

10. Explain the importance of culture in human life. 

Culture plays a vital role in human life as it guides behaviour, shapes 

values, and provides identity to individuals. It helps people 

understand social rules and traditions. Culture also promotes unity 

and cooperation among members of society, helping maintain social 

harmony. 

 

11. How does culture influence human behaviour? 

Culture influences human behaviour by providing rules, values, and 

norms that guide how individuals act in society. It teaches people 

what is acceptable or unacceptable behaviour. Through cultural 

practices, individuals learn manners, ethics, and social 

responsibilities. 

 

12. What are cultural norms? 

Cultural norms are the accepted rules or standards of behaviour in a 

society. They guide how people should act in different situations. 

Norms help maintain discipline, order, and harmony in society by 

encouraging individuals to behave according to social expectations. 

 

13. What are cultural values? 

Cultural values are beliefs and ideas that people consider important in 

their society. These values influence decisions, behaviour, and 

relationships among individuals. Examples include respect for elders, 

honesty, cooperation, and tolerance, which guide people’s moral and 

social life. 

 



 

 

14. How is culture shared among people? 

Culture is shared among members of society through social 

interaction, communication, and common practices. People learn and 

follow the same traditions, customs, and values. This sharing of 

culture helps create a sense of unity and belonging within the 

community. 

 

15. Explain the concept of tradition. 

Tradition refers to customs, beliefs, and practices that are passed from 

one generation to another over a long period of time. Traditions form 

an important part of culture and help preserve the historical and 

cultural identity of a society. 

 

16. What is a cultural symbol? 

A cultural symbol is an object, sign, or gesture that represents a 

particular idea or meaning in a culture. Examples include national 

flags, religious symbols, or traditional dress. These symbols help 

express cultural identity and communicate shared beliefs within a 

society. 

 

17. Why is culture important for social unity? 

Culture promotes social unity by bringing people together through 

shared traditions, beliefs, and values. It creates a sense of belonging 

and identity among individuals. Cultural festivals, customs, and 

rituals help strengthen relationships and cooperation within the 

community. 

 

18. How does culture shape identity? 

Culture shapes identity by influencing the language, traditions, values, 

and beliefs of individuals. It helps people understand who they are 



 

 

and where they belong. Cultural identity connects individuals to their 

community and heritage. 

 

19. Explain the relationship between culture and society. 

Culture and society are closely related. Society provides the structure 

where people interact, while culture provides the values, beliefs, and 

traditions that guide behaviour. Without culture, society cannot 

function properly, and without society, culture cannot exist or 

develop. 

 

20. Why is the study of culture important? 

The study of culture helps us understand the lifestyle, traditions, and 

values of different societies. It promotes respect for cultural diversity 

and improves social harmony. Understanding culture also helps 

historians study the development of civilizations and human societies. 

 

BROAD ANSWER: 

1. Define culture and explain its main elements. 

Culture is one of the most important concepts in the study of society 

and history. It refers to the way of life followed by people in a particular 

society or community. Culture includes beliefs, traditions, customs, 

language, religion, art, values, and social practices that guide the 

behaviour of individuals. It is learned by people through social 

interaction and passed from one generation to another. Culture plays a 

major role in shaping human behaviour and social relationships. 

A well-known definition of culture was given by the British 

anthropologist Edward Burnett Tylor. According to him, culture is “the 

complex whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, 

customs, and other capabilities acquired by man as a member of 

society.” This definition explains that culture includes all aspects of 

human life and activities that are learned within society. 



 

 

Culture can generally be divided into two main types: material culture 

and non-material culture. Material culture refers to the physical objects 

created and used by people in society. These include houses, tools, 

machines, clothes, utensils, roads, and buildings. These objects reflect 

the technological and economic development of a society. 

Non-material culture, on the other hand, refers to the non-physical 

aspects of culture. It includes beliefs, customs, traditions, language, 

religion, moral values, and social norms. These elements guide people's 

behaviour and influence how individuals interact with one another in 

society. 

Another important element of culture is language. Language is the main 

medium through which cultural knowledge is transmitted from one 

generation to another. Through language, people express their ideas, 

traditions, and beliefs. Without language, it would be difficult to 

preserve and communicate cultural heritage. 

Religion is also a significant element of culture. It influences people's 

beliefs, rituals, and moral values. In many societies, religion plays an 

important role in shaping traditions, festivals, and social customs. 

Customs and traditions are also key parts of culture. Customs refer to 

accepted ways of behaving in society, while traditions are practices that 

are passed down from generation to generation. These customs and 

traditions help maintain social stability and continuity. 

Values and norms are also essential elements of culture. Values 

represent what a society considers important and desirable, such as 

honesty, respect, and cooperation. Norms are the rules and expectations 

that guide people's behaviour in different social situations. 

Thus, culture is a broad and complex concept that includes many 

elements influencing human life. It shapes the identity of individuals 

and communities and plays a vital role in maintaining social order and 

harmony. 

 



 

 

2. Discuss the main characteristics of culture. 

Culture has several important characteristics that help us understand its 

nature and role in society. These characteristics show how culture 

develops, functions, and influences human life. 

One of the most important characteristics of culture is that it is learned. 

Culture is not inherited biologically. Instead, individuals learn cultural 

values, beliefs, traditions, and customs through social interaction. From 

childhood, people learn cultural practices from family members, 

teachers, and society. 

Another important characteristic is that culture is shared. Culture 

belongs to a group of people rather than an individual. Members of a 

society share common traditions, beliefs, values, and customs. This 

shared nature of culture helps create unity and a sense of belonging 

among individuals. 

Culture is also transmitted from one generation to another. This process 

is known as cultural transmission. Through cultural transmission, 

knowledge, traditions, and customs are passed down from parents to 

children and from elders to younger generations. This ensures the 

continuity and preservation of cultural heritage. 

Another characteristic of culture is that it is dynamic and changing. 

Culture is not static; it changes over time due to social, economic, and 

technological developments. New ideas, inventions, and interactions 

with other cultures bring changes in cultural practices and beliefs. 

Culture is also social in nature. It develops and exists within society 

through interactions among individuals. Without society, culture cannot 

exist because it is created and practiced by people living together in 

communities. 

Another important feature of culture is that it satisfies human needs. 

Culture provides solutions to many social, emotional, and 

psychological needs of individuals. Cultural institutions such as family, 

religion, and education help maintain order and stability in society. 



 

 

Culture is also integrated. This means that different elements of culture 

such as religion, customs, language, and traditions are connected with 

one another. A change in one element often affects other aspects of 

culture. 

Culture also provides identity to individuals and groups. Through 

cultural traditions, language, and beliefs, people develop a sense of 

belonging and pride in their community and heritage. 

In conclusion, culture has many important characteristics such as being 

learned, shared, transmitted, dynamic, social, and integrated. These 

characteristics make culture an essential part of human society and help 

maintain social unity and continuity. 

 

3. Explain the importance of culture in human life. 

Culture plays a vital role in shaping human life and society. It 

influences how people think, behave, and interact with others. Culture 

provides guidelines for living and helps individuals understand their 

roles and responsibilities within society. 

One of the most important functions of culture is that it guides human 

behaviour. Cultural values and norms help individuals understand what 

is right and wrong, acceptable and unacceptable in society. These 

guidelines help maintain discipline and order within communities. 

Culture also provides identity to individuals and groups. People 

identify themselves through their language, traditions, customs, and 

beliefs. Cultural identity creates a sense of belonging and unity among 

members of society. 

Another important role of culture is that it preserves the heritage of a 

society. Traditions, customs, festivals, and rituals help maintain the 

historical and cultural continuity of communities. These cultural 

practices connect present generations with their ancestors and historical 

roots. 



 

 

Culture also plays a major role in socialization. Socialization is the 

process through which individuals learn the norms, values, and 

behaviour of society. Through family, education, religion, and social 

institutions, individuals learn cultural practices and develop social 

skills. 

Culture also promotes social unity and cooperation. Shared beliefs, 

traditions, and customs bring people together and create a sense of 

community. Cultural celebrations and festivals strengthen relationships 

and encourage harmony among individuals. 

Another important aspect of culture is that it influences creativity and 

intellectual development. Cultural traditions inspire literature, art, 

music, architecture, and philosophy. These cultural expressions enrich 

human life and contribute to the development of civilization. 

Culture also helps societies adapt to changing conditions. As societies 

develop and interact with other cultures, cultural practices evolve and 

adapt to new circumstances. This adaptability helps societies progress 

while preserving their core values. 

Furthermore, culture promotes tolerance and respect for diversity. 

Understanding different cultures helps individuals appreciate the 

traditions and lifestyles of others. This promotes peaceful coexistence 

in multicultural societies. 

In conclusion, culture is essential for human life because it shapes 

behaviour, provides identity, promotes unity, and preserves social 

traditions. Without culture, society would lack structure, meaning, and 

continuity. 

 

4. Explain the relationship between culture and society. 

Culture and society are closely connected concepts that influence each 

other. Society refers to a group of people who live together and interact 

with one another, while culture refers to the beliefs, traditions, customs, 



 

 

and values shared by members of that society. Both culture and society 

are essential for human life and development. 

Culture develops within society. It is created and practiced by people 

living together in communities. Without society, culture cannot exist 

because culture requires social interaction and shared experiences 

among individuals. 

At the same time, culture shapes the structure and functioning of 

society. Cultural norms and values guide people's behaviour and 

influence social institutions such as family, religion, education, and 

government. These institutions operate according to cultural traditions 

and beliefs. 

Culture also provides rules and guidelines for social behaviour. These 

rules, known as norms, help maintain order and stability in society. For 

example, cultural values such as respect for elders, honesty, and 

cooperation help promote harmony among individuals. 

Another important aspect of the relationship between culture and 

society is cultural transmission. Society plays a key role in passing 

cultural knowledge from one generation to another. Through social 

institutions like family and education, children learn cultural traditions, 

language, and values. 

Society also influences cultural change. As societies develop 

economically and technologically, cultural practices also change. New 

inventions, ideas, and interactions with other societies introduce new 

cultural elements. 

Cultural diversity is another result of the relationship between culture 

and society. Different societies develop different cultures depending on 

their environment, history, and social conditions. This diversity 

enriches human civilization and promotes intercultural understanding. 

Culture also helps strengthen social unity. Shared traditions, festivals, 

and customs create a sense of belonging among individuals. These 

cultural practices encourage cooperation and collective identity. 



 

 

In conclusion, culture and society are interdependent. Society provides 

the environment where culture develops, while culture provides the 

values and traditions that guide social life. Together, they shape the 

development and progress of human civilization. 

 

5. Discuss cultural diversity and its significance. 

Cultural diversity refers to the existence of different cultures within a 

society or across the world. Different communities have their own 

languages, traditions, customs, beliefs, and lifestyles. Cultural diversity 

reflects the richness and variety of human civilization. 

The world is home to many different cultures that have developed over 

centuries. These cultures are influenced by geographical conditions, 

historical experiences, religious beliefs, and social traditions. As a 

result, each society develops unique cultural characteristics. 

One of the main advantages of cultural diversity is that it promotes 

creativity and innovation. When people from different cultural 

backgrounds interact, they exchange ideas, knowledge, and 

experiences. This interaction often leads to new ways of thinking and 

problem-solving. 

Cultural diversity also promotes tolerance and mutual respect. 

Understanding different cultures helps individuals appreciate the 

values and traditions of others. This understanding reduces prejudice 

and promotes peaceful coexistence among communities. 

Another important aspect of cultural diversity is that it preserves human 

heritage. Different cultural traditions, languages, art forms, and 

customs represent the historical experiences of various communities. 

Preserving these cultural practices helps protect the cultural heritage of 

humanity. 

Cultural diversity also strengthens social harmony in multicultural 

societies. When different cultural groups live together peacefully, they 



 

 

contribute to social and economic development. Diversity encourages 

cooperation and cultural exchange among communities. 

However, cultural diversity also requires mutual understanding and 

respect. Without tolerance, cultural differences may lead to conflicts 

and misunderstandings. Therefore, education and cultural awareness 

are important for promoting harmony in diverse societies. 

In a country like India, cultural diversity is clearly visible. People 

follow different religions, speak different languages, and celebrate 

various festivals. Despite these differences, Indian culture reflects unity 

in diversity. 

In conclusion, cultural diversity is an important feature of human 

civilization. It enriches societies, promotes creativity, and encourages 

mutual respect among people. By valuing cultural diversity, societies 

can achieve greater harmony and progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT – 2 

ONE MARK: 

1. What is Indian classical music? 

Indian classical music is a traditional form of music developed in 

India based on ragas and talas. 

2. Name the two main traditions of Indian classical music. 

The two main traditions are Hindustani Classical Music and 

Carnatic Classical Music. 

3. In which part of India did Hindustani classical music mainly 

develop? 

Hindustani classical music mainly developed in North India. 

4. In which region is Carnatic classical music mainly practiced? 

Carnatic classical music is mainly practiced in South India. 

5. What is a raga in Indian classical music? 

A raga is a melodic framework used for improvisation and 

composition in Indian classical music. 

6. What is tala in Indian music? 

Tala refers to the rhythmic pattern or beat used in Indian classical 

music. 

7. Name one famous instrument used in Hindustani classical 

music. 

The sitar is a famous instrument used in Hindustani classical music. 

8. Name one important instrument used in Carnatic music. 

The veena is an important instrument used in Carnatic classical 

music. 

9. What is Kathak? 

Kathak is a classical dance form of North India known for its fast 

footwork and storytelling. 



 

 

10. From which word is Kathak derived? 

The word Kathak is derived from the Sanskrit word “Katha”, 

meaning story. 

11. What is Bharatanatyam? 

Bharatanatyam is one of the oldest classical dance forms of India, 

originating in Tamil Nadu. 

12. In which state did Bharatanatyam originate? 

Bharatanatyam originated in the state of Tamil Nadu. 

13. What is an important feature of Kathak dance? 

An important feature of Kathak dance is rhythmic footwork and 

spins. 

14. What are mudras in classical dance? 

Mudras are symbolic hand gestures used to express ideas and 

emotions in dance. 

15. Which dance form is closely associated with temples of South 

India? 

Bharatanatyam is closely associated with the temples of South India. 

16. Which classical dance form tells stories through gestures and 

expressions? 

Kathak tells stories through gestures, expressions, and movements. 

17. What is abhinaya in classical dance? 

Abhinaya refers to the expression of emotions through facial 

expressions and body movements. 

18. What role does music play in classical dance? 

Music provides rhythm and melody that guide the movements of 

classical dance. 

19. Name the classical dance form known for graceful movements 

and fixed postures. 

Bharatanatyam is known for its graceful movements and fixed 

postures. 



 

 

20. Why are performing arts important in Indian culture? 

Performing arts are important because they preserve cultural 

traditions and express artistic heritage. 

 

TWO MARK: 

1. What is Hindustani Classical Music? 

Hindustani classical music is a major tradition of Indian classical 

music that developed in North India. It is based on the concepts of 

raga and tala and focuses on improvisation and emotional expression. 

This musical tradition evolved over centuries through the influence of 

different cultural and historical developments. 

 

2. What is Carnatic Classical Music? 

Carnatic classical music is a traditional form of Indian classical music 

practiced mainly in South India. It emphasizes devotional 

compositions and structured musical forms. Carnatic music is known 

for its complex rhythm patterns, melodic richness, and compositions 

dedicated to gods and spiritual themes. 

 

3. Explain the concept of raga in Indian classical music. 

A raga is the melodic framework used in Indian classical music. It 

consists of a specific arrangement of musical notes that create a 

particular mood or emotion. Musicians use ragas as a base for 

improvisation and performance, making each musical presentation 

unique and expressive. 

 

4. What is tala in Indian music? 

Tala refers to the rhythmic pattern or cycle that organizes beats in 

Indian classical music. It provides the time structure for musical 

compositions and performances. Different talas have different 



 

 

numbers of beats and help musicians maintain rhythm and 

coordination during musical presentations. 

 

5. What are the main features of Hindustani classical music? 

Hindustani classical music is known for improvisation, emotional 

expression, and slow development of melody. It often begins with an 

alap, which introduces the raga without rhythm. Instruments such as 

sitar, tabla, and sarod are commonly used in Hindustani musical 

performances. 

 

6. Mention some important features of Carnatic music. 

Carnatic music focuses on devotional themes and well-structured 

compositions. It gives importance to vocal music and includes many 

compositions written by great saints and musicians. Instruments such 

as the veena, mridangam, and violin are commonly used in Carnatic 

musical performances. 

 

7. What is Kathak dance? 

Kathak is a classical dance form that originated in North India. The 

word Kathak comes from the Sanskrit word “Katha,” meaning story. 

Kathak dancers traditionally narrated mythological and historical 

stories through rhythmic footwork, graceful movements, facial 

expressions, and spins. 

 

8. What are the main characteristics of Kathak dance? 

Kathak dance is famous for its fast footwork, graceful spins, 

expressive gestures, and rhythmic movements. Dancers wear ankle 

bells called ghungroos to highlight the rhythm. The dance often 

includes storytelling elements and combines both musical and 

dramatic expressions. 

 



 

 

9. What is Bharatanatyam? 

Bharatanatyam is one of the oldest classical dance forms of India. It 

originated in the temples of Tamil Nadu in South India. This dance 

form combines rhythm, expression, and storytelling, and it is 

performed with graceful body movements, hand gestures, and facial 

expressions. 

 

10. Explain the origin of Bharatanatyam dance. 

Bharatanatyam originated in the temples of Tamil Nadu and was 

traditionally performed by temple dancers known as devadasis. Over 

time, it developed into a popular classical dance form performed on 

stage. Today it is recognized as one of the most important dance 

traditions of India. 

 

11. What are mudras in classical dance? 

Mudras are symbolic hand gestures used in Indian classical dances to 

express ideas, emotions, and stories. Each mudra has a specific 

meaning and helps dancers communicate with the audience. Mudras 

play an important role in storytelling in classical dance performances. 

 

12. What is abhinaya in classical dance? 

Abhinaya refers to the art of expression in classical dance. It includes 

facial expressions, body movements, and gestures used to convey 

emotions and stories. Through abhinaya, dancers express different 

feelings such as love, joy, anger, or devotion to the audience. 

 

13. Explain the importance of music in classical dance. 

Music plays a vital role in classical dance performances. It provides 

rhythm, melody, and emotional depth to the dance. The dancer’s 

movements are coordinated with musical beats and songs, which help 

create harmony between dance and music. 



 

 

14. What role does storytelling play in Kathak dance? 

Storytelling is a major feature of Kathak dance. Originally, Kathak 

performers narrated religious stories and legends through dance and 

music. Through gestures, expressions, and rhythmic movements, 

dancers present stories from mythology, history, and folklore. 

 

15. What is the importance of rhythm in Indian classical music? 

Rhythm is essential in Indian classical music because it organizes 

musical beats and maintains balance in the performance. The 

rhythmic patterns known as talas guide musicians and singers, helping 

them perform in coordination and maintain the musical structure. 

 

16. How are Bharatanatyam performances structured? 

A Bharatanatyam performance usually follows a traditional sequence 

that begins with an invocation and gradually moves to complex dance 

pieces. The performance combines pure dance movements and 

expressive storytelling, allowing the dancer to demonstrate both 

technical skill and emotional expression. 

 

17. What are ghungroos in classical dance? 

Ghungroos are small metallic bells tied around the ankles of classical 

dancers. They produce rhythmic sounds when the dancer moves the 

feet. These bells help highlight the rhythm and footwork of the dancer 

and play an important role in performances like Kathak. 

 

18. How do performing arts reflect Indian culture? 

Performing arts such as music and dance reflect Indian culture by 

preserving traditions, religious themes, and artistic expressions. They 

represent the creativity and spiritual values of Indian society and help 

pass cultural heritage from one generation to another. 

 



 

 

19. Why are classical dances important in Indian tradition? 

Classical dances are important because they preserve ancient cultural 

traditions and artistic expressions. They also help communicate 

religious stories, historical events, and social values through 

movements, gestures, and music, keeping India’s cultural heritage 

alive. 

 

20. What is the cultural significance of Indian classical music and 

dance? 

Indian classical music and dance are important cultural traditions that 

express emotions, spirituality, and artistic creativity. They have been 

practiced for centuries and continue to play an important role in 

festivals, religious ceremonies, and cultural events across India. 

 

BROAD ANSWER: 

1. Discuss the origin, features, and development of Hindustani 

Classical Music. 

Hindustani classical music is one of the two main traditions of Indian 

classical music. It developed mainly in North India and has a long 

historical background. The roots of this musical tradition can be traced 

back to ancient Indian musical practices mentioned in early texts such 

as the Natya Shastra written by Bharata Muni. Over time, this musical 

tradition evolved through religious, cultural, and regional influences. 

The development of Hindustani classical music was greatly influenced 

during the medieval period, especially during the Mughal era. During 

this time, Indian music came into contact with Persian and Central 

Asian musical traditions. These interactions enriched the musical 

system and contributed to the growth of new styles and techniques. 

Famous musicians such as Tansen, who served in the court of the 

Mughal emperor Akbar, played a significant role in the development of 

this tradition. 



 

 

One of the most important features of Hindustani classical music is the 

concept of raga. A raga is a melodic framework that consists of a 

specific combination of musical notes arranged in a particular order. 

Each raga is associated with a certain mood or emotion and is often 

performed at a specific time of the day or season. Musicians use ragas 

as the foundation for improvisation and creativity during performances. 

Another essential component of Hindustani classical music is tala, 

which refers to the rhythmic cycle used in musical compositions. Talas 

organize the beats of music and help maintain rhythm and structure 

during performances. Common talas include teental, ektaal, and 

jhaptaal. 

Hindustani classical music performances usually begin with an alap, 

which is a slow and rhythm-free introduction of the raga. In this section, 

the musician gradually develops the melody and introduces the main 

notes of the raga. After the alap, the composition progresses with 

rhythm accompanied by percussion instruments. 

Various musical instruments are used in Hindustani classical music. 

Some of the most popular instruments include the sitar, sarod, tabla, 

and flute. Vocal music also plays a major role in this tradition. Several 

styles of singing, such as Dhrupad, Khayal, and Thumri, have 

developed within the Hindustani music system. 

The gharana system is another unique feature of Hindustani classical 

music. A gharana refers to a particular school or tradition of music 

where knowledge is passed from teacher to student. Each gharana has 

its own style, techniques, and interpretation of ragas. 

Hindustani classical music is not only a form of entertainment but also 

an important expression of cultural and spiritual values. It reflects the 

artistic creativity and emotional depth of Indian culture. Even today, 

this musical tradition continues to influence modern Indian music and 

remains an important part of India’s cultural heritage. 

In conclusion, Hindustani classical music represents a rich and ancient 

tradition that combines melody, rhythm, and improvisation. Its 



 

 

historical development, artistic techniques, and cultural significance 

make it one of the most important performing arts of India. 

 

2. Explain the origin, characteristics, and importance of Carnatic 

Classical Music. 

Carnatic classical music is one of the two major traditions of Indian 

classical music. It developed mainly in South India and is deeply 

connected with religious and devotional traditions. Carnatic music has 

a rich history that dates back many centuries and is closely associated 

with temple culture and spiritual practices. 

The theoretical foundations of Carnatic music can also be traced to 

ancient texts such as the Natya Shastra by Bharata Muni. However, the 

present form of Carnatic music developed mainly between the 15th and 

18th centuries in the southern regions of India. 

Carnatic music is known for its strong emphasis on vocal performance. 

Even when instruments are used, the style of playing usually follows 

the patterns of vocal music. The main aim of Carnatic music is not only 

artistic expression but also spiritual devotion. 

One of the most important elements of Carnatic music is the raga 

system, which provides the melodic structure for musical 

compositions. Similar to Hindustani music, ragas in Carnatic music are 

specific arrangements of musical notes that create particular moods or 

emotions. 

Another important feature is the tala system, which organizes rhythm 

in musical performances. Carnatic music uses complex rhythmic 

patterns and mathematical precision in the arrangement of beats. 

Carnatic music is famous for its well-structured compositions. Many 

compositions were written by great saints and composers such as 

Tyagaraja, Muthuswami Dikshitar, and Syama Sastri. These composers 

are often referred to as the Trinity of Carnatic Music. Their devotional 



 

 

songs and musical works form the foundation of Carnatic musical 

tradition. 

Carnatic performances usually follow a specific order. A typical 

performance may include several types of compositions such as 

varnam, kriti, and tillana. These compositions demonstrate both 

technical skill and emotional expression. 

Several musical instruments are commonly used in Carnatic music 

performances. The veena, violin, flute, and mridangam are among the 

most important instruments. The mridangam is especially significant as 

it provides the rhythmic accompaniment. 

Carnatic music plays an important role in preserving the cultural and 

religious traditions of South India. It is widely performed during 

festivals, temple ceremonies, and cultural events. The devotional nature 

of Carnatic music reflects the deep spiritual traditions of Indian culture. 

In conclusion, Carnatic classical music is a highly developed musical 

system that combines melody, rhythm, devotion, and artistic discipline. 

Its rich compositions, complex rhythms, and strong spiritual foundation 

make it an essential part of India’s cultural heritage. 

 

3. Describe the origin, features, and development of Kathak dance. 

Kathak is one of the most popular classical dance forms of India. It 

originated in North India and has a long historical tradition. The word 

“Kathak” is derived from the Sanskrit word “Katha,” which means 

story. The dancers who performed this art form were known as 

Kathakars, meaning storytellers. 

In ancient times, Kathak dancers performed in temples and village 

gatherings. They narrated stories from Hindu epics such as the 

Ramayana and the Mahabharata through dance, music, and gestures. 

Through expressive movements and storytelling techniques, they 

communicated religious messages to the audience. 



 

 

During the medieval period, Kathak dance underwent significant 

changes due to the influence of Mughal culture. The dance form moved 

from temples to royal courts and incorporated elements of Persian 

music and aesthetics. As a result, Kathak became more refined and 

developed new techniques and styles. 

One of the main features of Kathak is its fast and rhythmic footwork. 

Dancers wear ankle bells known as ghungroos, which produce musical 

sounds as they move their feet. These bells help emphasize the rhythm 

and coordination of the dance. 

Another important feature of Kathak is the use of spins and graceful 

movements. Dancers perform rapid turns known as chakkars, which 

require great balance and skill. These movements add elegance and 

beauty to the dance performance. 

Kathak also includes expressive storytelling through facial 

expressions and hand gestures. Dancers use these techniques to 

portray different characters and emotions from mythological and 

historical stories. 

The dance form is usually accompanied by classical music and 

instruments such as tabla, harmonium, and sarangi. The rhythm of the 

music guides the movements of the dancer. 

Over time, several styles or schools of Kathak developed, known as 

gharanas. Each gharana has its own distinctive style and techniques. 

Some well-known gharanas include the Lucknow gharana, Jaipur 

gharana, and Banaras gharana. 

Today, Kathak is performed on stages and in cultural festivals around 

the world. It continues to be an important part of India’s performing 

arts tradition and reflects the rich cultural history of North India. 

In conclusion, Kathak dance combines storytelling, rhythm, music, and 

graceful movement. Its historical development and artistic features 

make it one of the most significant classical dance forms of India. 

 



 

 

4. Discuss the origin, features, and significance of Bharatanatyam 

dance. 

Bharatanatyam is one of the oldest and most respected classical dance 

forms of India. It originated in the temples of Tamil Nadu in South India 

and has a long cultural and religious history. Traditionally, it was 

performed by temple dancers known as devadasis as part of religious 

rituals and temple ceremonies. 

The theoretical foundation of Bharatanatyam can be traced to the 

ancient text Natya Shastra written by Bharata Muni. This text describes 

various aspects of dance, music, and drama and is considered the basis 

of Indian classical performing arts. 

The word Bharatanatyam is often interpreted as a combination of three 

elements: Bhava (expression), Raga (melody), and Tala (rhythm). 

These three components together create the artistic structure of the 

dance. 

One of the main features of Bharatanatyam is its graceful body 

movements and fixed postures. The dance includes a variety of 

rhythmic footwork patterns, hand gestures, and body positions that 

require discipline and training. 

Another important feature is the use of mudras, which are symbolic 

hand gestures used to convey specific meanings and ideas. Through 

mudras and facial expressions, dancers tell stories from mythology, 

religion, and classical literature. 

Bharatanatyam also places great emphasis on abhinaya, which refers 

to the expression of emotions. Through facial expressions and body 

language, dancers communicate different feelings such as joy, 

devotion, anger, and love. 

The performance of Bharatanatyam usually follows a structured 

sequence beginning with an invocation and gradually progressing to 

more complex dance pieces. This structure allows the dancer to display 

both technical skill and expressive storytelling. 



 

 

Music plays an important role in Bharatanatyam performances. The 

dance is usually accompanied by Carnatic music and instruments such 

as the mridangam, violin, and flute. 

Bharatanatyam is not only an artistic performance but also a spiritual 

expression. Many dance pieces are based on devotional themes and 

stories of Hindu gods and goddesses. 

In modern times, Bharatanatyam has become one of the most widely 

recognized classical dances of India. It is performed in cultural 

festivals, stage performances, and international events, representing the 

rich artistic heritage of India. 

In conclusion, Bharatanatyam is a classical dance form that combines 

rhythm, expression, storytelling, and spirituality. Its ancient origins and 

artistic beauty make it a significant part of India’s cultural tradition. 

 

5. Discuss the role of performing arts in preserving Indian culture. 

Performing arts have played a very important role in preserving and 

promoting Indian culture for centuries. Music, dance, drama, and 

storytelling have been essential forms of artistic expression in Indian 

society. These performing arts reflect the traditions, beliefs, and values 

of Indian civilization. 

Indian classical music and dance are closely connected with religion 

and spirituality. Many musical compositions and dance performances 

are based on mythological stories and religious themes. Through these 

artistic expressions, cultural traditions are preserved and passed from 

one generation to another. 

Classical dance forms such as Kathak and Bharatanatyam have played 

a significant role in communicating stories from ancient texts and epics. 

Dancers use gestures, expressions, and movements to portray 

characters and events from Indian mythology. 

Similarly, musical traditions such as Hindustani Classical Music and 

Carnatic Classical Music preserve the melodic and rhythmic heritage 



 

 

of India. These musical systems have developed over centuries and 

continue to influence modern music. 

Performing arts also help promote cultural identity. They provide a 

sense of pride and belonging among people. Festivals, cultural events, 

and stage performances bring communities together and strengthen 

social unity. 

Another important role of performing arts is education. Through music 

and dance, people learn about history, religion, and cultural traditions. 

These art forms help transmit knowledge in an engaging and creative 

way. 

Performing arts also encourage creativity and artistic expression. 

Musicians and dancers continuously develop new interpretations and 

styles while maintaining traditional foundations. This balance between 

tradition and innovation helps keep cultural practices alive. 

In modern times, performing arts have gained international recognition. 

Indian classical music and dance are performed across the world, 

introducing global audiences to the richness of Indian culture. 

In conclusion, performing arts are a powerful medium for preserving 

cultural heritage. They connect past traditions with present generations 

and help maintain the continuity of Indian civilization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT – 3 

ONE MARK: 

1. What is Folk Music? 

Folk music is the traditional music of common people that reflects 

their culture, lifestyle, and traditions. 

2. Which type of music is usually transmitted orally from 

generation to generation? 

Folk music. 

3. What does folk music mainly represent? 

It represents the traditions, culture, and daily life of the people. 

4. Name one popular type of Indian folk music. 

Baul music. 

5. Which Indian state is famous for Bihu folk music? 

Assam. 

6. What is Bihu dance associated with? 

The Bihu festival of Assam. 

7. Which agricultural festival of Assam is celebrated with Bihu 

dance and music? 

Rongali Bihu. 

8. In which region of Assam is Dhamail dance popular? 

Barak Valley. 

9. Dhamail dance is mainly performed by which group of people? 

Women. 

10. Which traditional string instrument of India is associated with 

the goddess Saraswati? 

Veena. 

11. Which percussion instrument is widely used in classical and 

devotional music of South India? 

Mridanga. 



 

 

12. Which famous string instrument is commonly used in 

Hindustani classical music? 

Sitar. 

13. Which instrument was popularized by the legendary musician 

Ravi Shankar? 

Sitar. 

14. Which Indian classical string instrument is known for its deep 

and rich sound? 

Sarod. 

15. Which wind instrument is considered one of the oldest musical 

instruments in India? 

Flute. 

16. Which instrument is traditionally associated with the Hindu 

god Krishna? 

Flute. 

17. Which wind instrument is commonly played in weddings and 

temple ceremonies in India? 

Shehnai. 

18. Which famous musician made the Shehnai popular in Indian 

classical music? 

Bismillah Khan. 

19. Which type of dance reflects the traditional culture of Assam 

during festivals? 

Bihu dance. 

20. What is the main purpose of folk dance? 

To express the cultural traditions and social life of a community. 

 

TWO MARK: 

1. What is Folk Music? 



 

 

Folk music refers to the traditional music of common people that 

reflects their culture, customs, and daily life. It is usually passed 

orally from generation to generation. Folk music is closely connected 

with festivals, rituals, and social activities and represents the cultural 

identity of different regions. 

 

2. What are the main characteristics of Indian folk music? 

Indian folk music is simple, emotional, and closely related to the life 

of ordinary people. It usually does not follow strict musical rules like 

classical music. Folk songs are often performed during festivals, 

marriages, agricultural activities, and religious ceremonies and are 

transmitted through oral tradition. 

 

3. Mention some types of Indian folk music. 

India has many types of folk music depending on the region and 

culture. Some popular examples include Baul music of Bengal, Bihu 

songs of Assam, Lavani songs of Maharashtra, and Rajasthani folk 

songs. Each type reflects the traditions, language, and social life of 

the local people. 

 

4. What is Bihu dance? 

Bihu dance is a traditional folk dance of Assam performed during the 

Bihu festival, especially Rongali Bihu. It celebrates the Assamese 

New Year and the beginning of the agricultural season. The dance is 

energetic and joyful and is accompanied by traditional music and 

instruments. 

 

5. What are the main features of Bihu dance? 

Bihu dance is known for its lively movements, rhythmic steps, and 

cheerful expressions. Both men and women participate in the dance 



 

 

wearing traditional Assamese costumes. The dance is usually 

accompanied by musical instruments such as the dhol, pepa, and taal, 

creating a festive atmosphere. 

 

6. What is Dhamail dance? 

Dhamail is a traditional folk dance popular in the Barak Valley region 

of Assam and parts of Bangladesh. It is mainly performed by women 

during social and religious ceremonies. The dancers usually stand in a 

circular formation and move rhythmically while singing devotional or 

cultural songs. 

 

7. Write briefly about the cultural importance of Dhamail dance. 

Dhamail dance plays an important role in the cultural life of the 

people of Barak Valley. It is commonly performed during weddings 

and religious celebrations. The dance reflects the traditions, social 

unity, and cultural identity of the local community. 

 

8. What is the Veena? 

The Veena is one of the oldest and most important string instruments 

in Indian classical music. It is widely used in South Indian music 

traditions. The instrument produces soft and melodious sounds and is 

often associated with knowledge and learning in Indian culture. 

 

9. What is the Mridanga? 

The Mridanga is an ancient percussion instrument used mainly in 

South Indian classical music and devotional performances. It is a 

double-headed drum played with both hands. The mridanga provides 

rhythmic support in musical performances and plays an important role 

in maintaining the beat. 



 

 

10. What is the Sitar? 

The Sitar is a famous string instrument widely used in Hindustani 

classical music. It has a long neck and several strings that produce 

rich musical tones. The sitar became internationally popular through 

the performances of renowned musicians like Ravi Shankar. 

 

11. What is the Sarod? 

The Sarod is an important string instrument used in Hindustani 

classical music. It produces deep and powerful sounds. The sarod is 

played with a plectrum and is known for its smooth and expressive 

musical style in classical performances. 

 

12. What is the Flute in Indian music? 

The Flute is one of the oldest wind instruments used in Indian music. 

It is made from bamboo and produces soft and melodious sounds. The 

flute has been used in both classical and folk music traditions for 

many centuries. 

 

13. Why is the flute culturally significant in India? 

The flute holds great cultural and religious significance in India. It is 

traditionally associated with the Hindu deity Krishna, who is often 

depicted playing the flute. Because of this connection, the instrument 

symbolizes divine love, harmony, and spiritual beauty in Indian 

culture. 

 

14. What is the Shehnai? 

The Shehnai is a traditional wind instrument used in Indian classical 

and folk music. It produces a powerful and melodious sound and is 



 

 

often played during weddings, temple ceremonies, and auspicious 

events in India. 

 

15. Who made the Shehnai famous in Indian classical music? 

The shehnai became internationally famous through the performances 

of the legendary musician Bismillah Khan. His dedication and 

musical talent helped establish the shehnai as an important instrument 

in Indian classical music. 

 

16. How do musical instruments contribute to Indian music? 

Musical instruments play an essential role in Indian music by creating 

melody, rhythm, and harmony. Instruments such as the veena, sitar, 

flute, and mridanga help musicians express emotions and enhance the 

beauty of musical performances. 

 

17. What is the importance of folk dance in Assamese culture? 

Folk dances such as Bihu and Dhamail are important cultural 

expressions of Assam. They reflect the traditions, festivals, and social 

life of the people. These dances strengthen community bonding and 

help preserve the cultural heritage of the region. 

 

18. How is folk music different from classical music? 

Folk music is simple and based on local traditions, while classical 

music follows strict musical rules and structures. Folk music is 

usually performed by common people during festivals and social 

events, whereas classical music requires formal training and 

professional performance. 

 



 

 

19. Why are traditional musical instruments important in Indian 

culture? 

Traditional musical instruments represent the historical and cultural 

heritage of India. They have been used in religious ceremonies, 

festivals, and classical performances for centuries. These instruments 

help preserve musical traditions and maintain cultural continuity. 

 

20. How do performing arts help preserve culture? 

Performing arts such as music and dance play an important role in 

preserving cultural traditions. They transmit values, beliefs, and 

historical stories from one generation to another. Through 

performances, people learn about their heritage and maintain their 

cultural identity. 

 

BROAD ANSWER: 

1. What is Folk Music? Discuss its characteristics and types in 

India. 

Folk music is the traditional music created and performed by common 

people of a particular region or community. It reflects the culture, 

lifestyle, traditions, and beliefs of the people. Folk music usually 

develops naturally within society and is transmitted orally from one 

generation to another. Unlike classical music, folk music does not 

follow strict rules or formal training. It is simple, emotional, and closely 

connected with the daily life of the people. 

In India, folk music has existed for centuries and forms an important 

part of cultural heritage. Every region of India has its own unique style 

of folk music depending on language, customs, and traditions. These 

songs are often performed during festivals, agricultural activities, 

religious ceremonies, weddings, and social gatherings. 

One of the main characteristics of folk music is its simplicity. The 

lyrics are usually written in local languages and dialects so that people 



 

 

can easily understand and sing them. Folk music also reflects the social 

life and emotions of the people. Themes such as love, nature, work, 

devotion, and community life are commonly expressed through folk 

songs. 

Another important feature of folk music is its oral tradition. Folk 

songs are rarely written down in books. Instead, they are passed from 

generation to generation through memory and performance. This 

process allows folk music to change slightly over time while still 

maintaining its cultural identity. 

India has a rich variety of folk music traditions. Different states and 

communities have developed their own unique musical forms. For 

example, Baul music is popular in West Bengal and expresses spiritual 

ideas through simple melodies. Bihu songs are an important part of the 

Bihu festival in Assam and celebrate youth, love, and agricultural life. 

In Maharashtra, Lavani songs are known for their energetic rhythm 

and expressive style. Rajasthan also has several types of folk songs that 

reflect the desert culture and heroic traditions of the region. 

Folk music is usually accompanied by traditional musical instruments 

such as drums, flutes, and string instruments. These instruments add 

rhythm and melody to the songs and create a lively atmosphere during 

performances. 

Folk music plays an important role in preserving the cultural identity 

of a community. Through songs and performances, people remember 

their traditions, historical experiences, and cultural values. It also 

strengthens social unity because folk songs are often performed 

collectively during celebrations. 

In modern times, folk music continues to influence popular and 

classical music. Many musicians incorporate folk melodies and 

rhythms into contemporary music, helping to keep these traditions 

alive. 

In conclusion, folk music is an essential part of Indian culture. Its 

simplicity, emotional expression, and close connection with daily life 



 

 

make it a powerful medium for preserving the traditions and identity of 

different communities across India. 

 

2. Discuss the origin, features, and cultural importance of Bihu 

dance of Assam. 

Bihu dance is one of the most famous folk dances of Assam and 

represents the rich cultural heritage of the Assamese people. It is closely 

associated with the Bihu festival, which is the most important festival 

of Assam. The Bihu festival celebrates the Assamese New Year and the 

agricultural cycle of the region. 

There are three main types of Bihu festivals: Rongali Bihu, Bhogali 

Bihu, and Kongali Bihu. Among them, Rongali Bihu is the most 

important and is celebrated in the month of April. Bihu dance is mainly 

performed during Rongali Bihu to celebrate the arrival of spring and 

the beginning of the agricultural season. 

The origin of Bihu dance is closely related to agricultural traditions. In 

ancient times, farmers celebrated the beginning of the farming season 

with music and dance to express joy and hope for a good harvest. Over 

time, these celebrations developed into the Bihu dance tradition. 

Bihu dance is known for its energetic movements and rhythmic steps. 

Both men and women participate in the dance, usually wearing 

traditional Assamese costumes. Women wear the beautiful mekhela 

chador, while men wear dhoti and gamocha. The dance movements are 

lively and express happiness, love, and youthful energy. 

Music plays a very important role in Bihu dance. The dance is 

accompanied by traditional instruments such as the dhol, pepa, and 

taal. The rhythm created by these instruments makes the dance 

performance more vibrant and exciting. 

Another important feature of Bihu dance is its expression of emotions. 

Through graceful movements and facial expressions, dancers convey 

feelings of joy, romance, and celebration. The dance also promotes 



 

 

social interaction among young people and strengthens community 

relationships. 

Bihu dance is not only an entertainment activity but also an important 

cultural symbol of Assam. It reflects the traditions, agricultural 

lifestyle, and social values of the Assamese people. During the Bihu 

festival, people from different communities gather together to 

celebrate, sing songs, and perform dances. 

In modern times, Bihu dance is performed on stages, cultural festivals, 

and national events. It has gained recognition across India and even 

internationally as an important representation of Assamese culture. 

In conclusion, Bihu dance is a vibrant and joyful folk dance that 

represents the cultural identity of Assam. Its historical roots, energetic 

movements, and strong connection with agricultural traditions make it 

an important part of the performing arts of India. 

 

3. Explain the origin, characteristics, and cultural significance of 

Dhamail dance. 

Dhamail is a traditional folk dance that is popular in the Barak Valley 

region of Assam and also in parts of Bangladesh. It is an important 

cultural tradition among Bengali communities living in these regions. 

The dance is usually performed during social and religious occasions, 

especially weddings and festivals. 

The origin of Dhamail dance can be traced to the devotional traditions 

of the region. Many of the songs performed during Dhamail are related 

to the stories of the Hindu deities Radha and Krishna. These songs 

express devotion, love, and spiritual emotions. 

One of the most distinctive features of Dhamail dance is its circular 

formation. The dancers usually form a circle and move rhythmically 

while singing traditional songs. Unlike many other dance forms, 

Dhamail is mainly performed by women. 



 

 

The movements of Dhamail dance are graceful and coordinated. The 

dancers move slowly in rhythm with the music and often clap their 

hands as part of the performance. The dance does not involve very 

complex steps but focuses on harmony and collective expression. 

Music is an essential part of Dhamail dance. Traditional folk songs are 

sung during the performance, and sometimes simple musical 

instruments are used to maintain rhythm. The songs usually narrate 

stories from mythology and cultural traditions. 

Dhamail dance plays an important role in the social life of the people 

in Barak Valley. It is commonly performed during weddings, religious 

ceremonies, and cultural festivals. Through this dance, communities 

celebrate their traditions and strengthen social bonds. 

The dance also serves as a medium for preserving cultural heritage. 

Younger generations learn the songs and dance movements from elders, 

ensuring that the tradition continues. 

In conclusion, Dhamail dance is an important folk tradition of Barak 

Valley. Its devotional songs, circular dance formation, and strong 

cultural significance make it an essential part of the performing arts of 

the region. 

 

4. Discuss the historical development and importance of the Veena, 

Mridanga, and Sitar in Indian music. 

Musical instruments have played a very important role in the 

development of Indian music. Among the many traditional instruments 

used in Indian music, the Veena, Mridanga, and Sitar are especially 

significant. 

The veena is one of the oldest string instruments in India. Historical 

references to the veena can be found in ancient texts and sculptures. 

The instrument is closely associated with the Hindu goddess Saraswati, 

who represents knowledge and arts. The veena is widely used in South 

Indian classical music and produces soft and melodious sounds. 



 

 

The mridanga is an ancient percussion instrument used mainly in South 

Indian classical music and devotional performances. It is a double-

headed drum played with both hands. The mridanga provides rhythmic 

support to musical performances and helps maintain the tempo of the 

music. 

The sitar is a famous string instrument used mainly in Hindustani 

classical music. It developed during the medieval period and became 

widely popular in North India. The sitar has a long neck and multiple 

strings that produce rich and complex sounds. 

The sitar gained international recognition through the performances of 

great musicians such as Ravi Shankar. His performances helped 

introduce Indian classical music to audiences around the world. 

These instruments play an essential role in creating melody and rhythm 

in Indian music. They are used in classical concerts, cultural 

performances, and musical training. 

In conclusion, the veena, mridanga, and sitar represent important 

elements of India’s musical tradition. Their historical development and 

artistic significance highlight the richness of Indian musical culture. 

 

5. Explain the historical development and importance of Sarod, 

Flute, and Shehnai in Indian music. 

Indian music includes a wide variety of musical instruments that 

contribute to its rich and diverse tradition. Among these instruments, 

the Sarod, Flute, and Shehnai hold special importance in classical and 

folk music. 

The sarod is a string instrument used mainly in Hindustani classical 

music. It is known for its deep and powerful sound. The instrument 

evolved over time from earlier instruments and became an important 

part of classical music performances in North India. 

The flute is one of the oldest musical instruments known in human 

history. In India, the flute is usually made from bamboo and produces 



 

 

soft and melodious sounds. The instrument has great cultural and 

religious significance because it is traditionally associated with the 

Hindu deity Krishna. 

The shehnai is a wind instrument commonly played during weddings, 

temple ceremonies, and auspicious occasions. It produces a strong and 

melodious sound that creates a festive atmosphere. 

The shehnai became widely recognized in Indian classical music due 

to the efforts of the legendary musician Bismillah Khan. His 

performances helped establish the shehnai as an important classical 

instrument. 

These instruments contribute greatly to the richness of Indian musical 

traditions. They are used in both classical and folk performances and 

help express emotions through music. 

In conclusion, the sarod, flute, and shehnai are important instruments 

that reflect the artistic and cultural heritage of India. Their historical 

development and continued use highlight the diversity and beauty of 

Indian music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT – 4 

ONE MARK: 

1. Who was Pandit Ravi Shankar? 

Ravi Shankar was a world-famous Indian sitar player and composer. 

2. Which musical instrument made Ravi Shankar famous 

worldwide? 

He was famous for playing the sitar. 

3. Which type of music did Ravi Shankar mainly perform? 

He mainly performed Hindustani classical music. 

4. Who was Ustad Bismillah Khan? 

Bismillah Khan was a famous Indian classical musician known for 

playing the shehnai. 

5. Which instrument is closely associated with Bismillah Khan? 

The shehnai. 

6. Which prestigious award was given to Bismillah Khan for his 

contribution to music? 

He received the Bharat Ratna. 

7. Who was Pandit Birju Maharaj? 

Birju Maharaj was a legendary Indian classical dancer and master of 

Kathak dance. 

8. Which classical dance form is Birju Maharaj famous for? 

Kathak. 

9. Which famous Kathak gharana was Birju Maharaj associated 

with? 

The Lucknow Gharana. 

10. Who was Dr Bhupen Hazarika? 

Bhupen Hazarika was a renowned singer, lyricist, and composer from 

Assam. 

11. In which state of India was Bhupen Hazarika born? 

Assam. 



 

 

12. Which award was posthumously given to Bhupen Hazarika 

for his contribution to Indian culture? 

He received the Bharat Ratna. 

13. Who was Lata Mangeshkar? 

Lata Mangeshkar was one of the greatest playback singers in Indian 

music history. 

14. By which title is Lata Mangeshkar popularly known? 

She is known as the “Nightingale of India.” 

15. In which field did Lata Mangeshkar make her greatest 

contribution? 

Playback singing in Indian cinema. 

16. Which prestigious award was given to Lata Mangeshkar for 

her contribution to music? 

She received the Bharat Ratna. 

17. How did Ravi Shankar contribute to Indian culture? 

He popularized Indian classical music across the world. 

18. What was the major contribution of Bismillah Khan? 

He brought the shehnai into classical concert performances. 

19. How did Birju Maharaj contribute to Indian dance? 

He promoted and developed the classical dance form Kathak. 

20. Why is Bhupen Hazarika important in Indian culture? 

He used music and songs to express social issues and cultural identity. 

 

TWO MARK: 

1. Who was Ravi Shankar? 

Ravi Shankar was one of the greatest musicians of India and a world-

famous sitar player. He played an important role in popularizing 

Indian classical music across the world. Through his concerts, 

compositions, and collaborations with international artists, he 



 

 

introduced global audiences to the richness of Indian musical 

traditions. 

 

2. What was the contribution of Ravi Shankar to Indian culture? 

Ravi Shankar contributed greatly to Indian culture by promoting 

Hindustani classical music internationally. His performances in 

different countries helped people appreciate Indian music and 

traditions. He also trained many students and musicians, ensuring that 

the classical music tradition continued for future generations. 

 

3. Who was Bismillah Khan? 

Bismillah Khan was a legendary Indian classical musician known for 

his mastery of the shehnai. He played a major role in bringing the 

shehnai from traditional ceremonies into classical music concerts. His 

dedication and musical talent made the instrument popular both in 

India and abroad. 

 

4. What is the importance of the shehnai in Indian music? 

The shehnai is a traditional wind instrument widely used in Indian 

music. It is commonly played during weddings, festivals, and temple 

ceremonies. Because of the performances of Bismillah Khan, the 

shehnai gained recognition as an important instrument in Indian 

classical music and cultural traditions. 

 

5. Write a short note on the achievements of Bismillah Khan. 

Bismillah Khan received many prestigious awards for his contribution 

to Indian music, including the Bharat Ratna. His performances made 

the shehnai internationally famous. Through his dedication and 

artistic excellence, he played an important role in preserving and 

promoting Indian musical heritage. 



 

 

6. Who was Birju Maharaj? 

Birju Maharaj was a famous Indian classical dancer and a master of 

the Kathak dance form. He belonged to the Lucknow Gharana of 

Kathak. Through his performances, teaching, and choreography, he 

helped promote and develop the tradition of classical dance in India. 

 

7. What was the contribution of Birju Maharaj to Indian dance? 

Birju Maharaj made great contributions to the promotion of Kathak 

dance. He performed across India and internationally, helping to 

popularize the dance form. He also trained many students and 

introduced new ideas in choreography while maintaining the 

traditional elements of Kathak. 

 

8. What is Kathak dance? 

Kathak is one of the major classical dance forms of India. It 

originated in North India and is known for its rhythmic footwork, 

graceful movements, and expressive storytelling. Artists like Birju 

Maharaj helped make Kathak popular through their performances and 

teachings. 

 

9. Who was Bhupen Hazarika? 

Bhupen Hazarika was a famous singer, composer, lyricist, and 

filmmaker from Assam. His songs reflected social issues, human 

emotions, and cultural traditions. He played an important role in 

promoting Assamese culture and music across India. 

 

10. What was the contribution of Bhupen Hazarika to Indian 

culture? 



 

 

Bhupen Hazarika contributed to Indian culture through his 

meaningful songs and music. His works addressed social problems, 

unity, and humanity. Through music and films, he promoted Assamese 

culture and strengthened the connection between regional and 

national cultural traditions. 

 

11. Write a short note on the musical style of Bhupen Hazarika. 

The musical style of Bhupen Hazarika was unique because it 

combined folk traditions with modern themes. His songs often carried 

strong social messages and emotional depth. His powerful voice and 

meaningful lyrics made his music popular among people across 

different regions of India. 

 

12. Who was Lata Mangeshkar? 

Lata Mangeshkar was one of the most famous playback singers in 

Indian music history. She sang thousands of songs in different Indian 

languages. Her melodious voice and musical talent made her one of 

the most respected and influential singers in India. 

 

13. Why is Lata Mangeshkar called the “Nightingale of India”? 

Lata Mangeshkar is called the “Nightingale of India” because of her 

sweet and melodious voice. Her singing style touched the hearts of 

millions of listeners. Her long career and countless songs made her 

one of the most beloved singers in Indian music. 

 

14. What were the major achievements of Lata Mangeshkar? 

Lata Mangeshkar received many prestigious awards, including the 

Bharat Ratna. She recorded thousands of songs in many languages 

and worked with many famous composers. Her contribution to Indian 

cinema and music has had a lasting influence on Indian culture. 



 

 

15. How did Ravi Shankar influence global music? 

Ravi Shankar played an important role in introducing Indian classical 

music to the global audience. Through concerts and collaborations 

with international musicians, he helped people from different 

countries understand and appreciate Indian musical traditions. 

 

16. Why is Bismillah Khan considered an important cultural 

figure? 

Bismillah Khan is considered an important cultural figure because he 

transformed the shehnai into a respected classical instrument. His 

performances inspired many musicians and helped preserve India’s 

rich musical traditions. 

 

17. How did Birju Maharaj help preserve classical dance 

traditions? 

Birju Maharaj helped preserve classical dance by teaching Kathak to 

many students and performing worldwide. His dedication ensured that 

the dance form continued to grow while maintaining its traditional 

style and cultural significance. 

 

18. Why is Bhupen Hazarika important for Assamese culture? 

Bhupen Hazarika played a major role in promoting Assamese 

language, music, and culture. His songs reflected the life, struggles, 

and aspirations of the people of Assam, making him one of the most 

respected cultural icons of the region. 

 

19. How did Lata Mangeshkar influence Indian cinema? 

Lata Mangeshkar influenced Indian cinema through her playback 

singing. Her voice became the identity of many film songs and 



 

 

actresses. Her songs helped shape the musical tradition of Indian films 

for several decades. 

 

20. Why are these personalities important in the study of Indian 

culture? 

Great artists like Ravi Shankar, Bismillah Khan, Birju Maharaj, 

Bhupen Hazarika, and Lata Mangeshkar played significant roles in 

music and dance. Their contributions helped preserve and promote 

Indian cultural traditions both nationally and internationally. 

 

BROAD ANSWER: 

1. Discuss the life and contribution of Ravi Shankar to Indian 

classical music. 

Ravi Shankar was one of the greatest musicians of India and a globally 

respected sitar player. He played a very important role in promoting 

Indian classical music at both the national and international levels. 

Through his dedication, creativity, and performances, he introduced the 

beauty of Indian music to audiences around the world. His contribution 

has made a lasting impact on Indian culture and musical traditions. 

Ravi Shankar was born on April 7, 1920, in Varanasi, India. During his 

childhood, he was deeply influenced by music and culture. He initially 

traveled to different countries as part of a dance troupe led by his elder 

brother. Later, he developed a strong interest in Indian classical music 

and began learning the sitar under the guidance of the famous musician 

Ustad Allauddin Khan. Under his training, Ravi Shankar mastered the 

complex techniques and styles of Hindustani classical music. 

As a sitar player, Ravi Shankar developed a unique style that combined 

tradition with innovation. His performances were known for their deep 

emotional expression and technical excellence. He performed in many 

prestigious concerts and festivals around the world, where audiences 

admired the richness and spiritual depth of Indian classical music. 



 

 

One of his most important contributions was the global promotion of 

Indian music. Ravi Shankar collaborated with many international 

musicians and participated in global music festivals. Through these 

collaborations, he helped people from different countries understand 

and appreciate Indian culture. His performances in Europe and America 

played a major role in spreading awareness about Indian classical 

music. 

Ravi Shankar also contributed to music through composition and 

teaching. He composed music for films, orchestras, and international 

performances. His work in film music also gained recognition and 

appreciation. In addition, he trained many students who later became 

successful musicians. Through teaching, he helped preserve and pass 

on the rich tradition of Indian classical music to future generations. 

His contribution to music was recognized with many prestigious 

awards and honours. He received several national and international 

awards for his outstanding achievements in music. His recognition 

reflects the importance of his work in promoting Indian culture. 

Apart from his musical achievements, Ravi Shankar also played a role 

as a cultural ambassador of India. Whenever he performed abroad, he 

represented the cultural heritage of India. His music created a bridge 

between Indian culture and global audiences. 

In conclusion, Ravi Shankar was not only a great musician but also an 

important promoter of Indian culture. His dedication to the sitar and 

classical music helped bring global recognition to Indian musical 

traditions. Through his performances, compositions, and teachings, he 

made an everlasting contribution to Indian culture and music. 

 

2. Explain the life and musical contribution of Bismillah Khan. 

Bismillah Khan was one of the most respected classical musicians of 

India. He is remembered as the greatest player of the shehnai, a 

traditional wind instrument. His dedication and musical talent helped 



 

 

transform the shehnai from a ceremonial instrument into an important 

instrument in Indian classical music. 

Bismillah Khan was born on March 21, 1916, in Dumraon, Bihar. He 

belonged to a family of musicians, and music was an important part of 

his life from a very young age. His family members were traditional 

shehnai players, and they inspired him to pursue music as a career. 

Under the guidance of his elders, he started learning the shehnai and 

gradually developed extraordinary skills in playing the instrument. 

During his early years, Bismillah Khan practiced music with great 

dedication and discipline. He spent many hours perfecting his musical 

techniques and understanding the depth of classical ragas. His hard 

work helped him become one of the finest shehnai players in India. 

Traditionally, the shehnai was mainly played during weddings and 

religious ceremonies. However, Bismillah Khan changed this 

perception by introducing the instrument to classical music concerts. 

His performances showed that the shehnai could express deep emotions 

and complex musical structures similar to other classical instruments. 

Bismillah Khan performed in many prestigious events and music 

festivals in India and abroad. His performances attracted large 

audiences and received great appreciation. Through his music, he 

helped spread the beauty of Indian classical traditions across different 

parts of the world. 

Another important aspect of his life was his deep respect for Indian 

cultural and spiritual traditions. He believed that music was a form of 

devotion and spiritual expression. His performances often reflected this 

spiritual connection with music. 

Bismillah Khan received several awards and honours for his 

contribution to Indian music. These recognitions highlight the 

importance of his role in preserving and promoting Indian cultural 

heritage. 



 

 

Apart from performing, he also inspired many young musicians. His 

dedication and simple lifestyle made him a respected figure not only in 

the field of music but also in Indian society. 

In conclusion, Bismillah Khan played a major role in promoting the 

shehnai and Indian classical music. His talent, devotion, and 

performances made the instrument famous worldwide. Through his 

work, he made a valuable contribution to the development and 

preservation of Indian culture. 

 

3. Discuss the contribution of Birju Maharaj to Indian classical 

dance. 

Birju Maharaj was one of the greatest classical dancers of India and a 

master of the Kathak dance form. His contribution to Indian dance is 

remarkable because he helped preserve traditional dance while also 

bringing new creativity and expression to the art form. 

Birju Maharaj was born in 1938 in a family of renowned Kathak 

dancers. He belonged to the famous Lucknow Gharana of Kathak. 

Since childhood, he was surrounded by music and dance, which 

inspired him to develop a deep interest in the art. He received training 

from his father and other family members who were well-known 

dancers. 

Kathak is one of the major classical dance forms of India and is known 

for its graceful movements, rhythmic footwork, and expressive 

storytelling. Birju Maharaj mastered these elements and developed his 

own unique style. His performances were known for their elegance, 

emotion, and artistic excellence. 

One of the most important contributions of Birju Maharaj was the 

popularization of Kathak both in India and abroad. He performed in 

many countries and introduced international audiences to the beauty of 

Indian classical dance. His performances helped people from different 

cultures understand and appreciate Indian artistic traditions. 



 

 

Birju Maharaj was not only a performer but also a great teacher and 

choreographer. He trained many students who later became successful 

dancers and carried forward the Kathak tradition. Through teaching, he 

ensured that the art form continued to grow and develop. 

He also introduced innovative choreography in Kathak performances. 

While maintaining traditional elements, he added new themes, 

expressions, and storytelling techniques. This helped Kathak remain 

relevant in modern times while preserving its classical roots. 

Birju Maharaj received many awards and honours for his contributions 

to dance. These recognitions show the importance of his role in 

promoting Indian classical arts. 

Apart from stage performances, he also contributed to dance in films 

and cultural programs. His choreography brought classical dance to 

wider audiences and inspired many people to appreciate Indian dance 

traditions. 

In conclusion, Birju Maharaj played a major role in preserving and 

promoting Kathak dance. His performances, teaching, and creativity 

helped strengthen Indian classical dance traditions. His work continues 

to inspire dancers and lovers of culture around the world. 

 

4. Explain the contribution of Bhupen Hazarika to Indian and 

Assamese culture. 

Bhupen Hazarika was one of the most influential cultural personalities 

of India, especially from Assam. He was a singer, composer, lyricist, 

and filmmaker who made a significant contribution to music and 

culture. His works reflected social issues, human values, and the 

cultural traditions of Assam. 

Bhupen Hazarika was born in 1926 in Assam. From a young age, he 

showed great interest in music and writing. His early exposure to folk 

traditions and cultural activities influenced his artistic development. 



 

 

Over time, he became one of the most respected musicians in the 

region. 

His songs were unique because they combined traditional Assamese 

folk music with modern themes. Through his music, he expressed the 

emotions, struggles, and hopes of ordinary people. Many of his songs 

carried powerful messages about social justice, unity, and humanity. 

One of the major contributions of Bhupen Hazarika was the promotion 

of Assamese culture at the national level. His music introduced 

audiences from different parts of India to the rich cultural traditions of 

Assam. Through his songs, he helped people understand the language, 

traditions, and values of Assamese society. 

Bhupen Hazarika was also involved in filmmaking and cultural 

activities. His films and musical compositions addressed social 

problems and encouraged awareness about important issues. Through 

these works, he used art as a tool for social change. 

Another important aspect of his contribution was his ability to connect 

people from different cultures. His music often promoted harmony, 

unity, and mutual understanding among communities. 

His work received recognition through several awards and honours. 

These awards reflect the importance of his role in promoting Indian and 

Assamese culture. 

In conclusion, Bhupen Hazarika made a remarkable contribution to 

music and cultural development. His songs, films, and social messages 

helped strengthen the cultural identity of Assam and India. His legacy 

continues to inspire musicians, artists, and cultural thinkers. 

 

5. Discuss the life and contribution of Lata Mangeshkar to Indian 

music. 

Lata Mangeshkar was one of the most famous playback singers in India 

and is widely regarded as a legendary figure in Indian music. Her 



 

 

melodious voice and extraordinary talent made her one of the most 

respected singers in the history of Indian cinema. 

Lata Mangeshkar was born in 1929 in Indore, India. She was born into 

a musical family, and her father was a classical singer and theatre artist. 

From an early age, she received training in music, which helped her 

develop a strong foundation in singing. 

Her career began at a young age, and she gradually became one of the 

leading playback singers in Indian films. Over several decades, she 

sang thousands of songs in many Indian languages. Her voice became 

associated with many famous actresses and film songs. 

Lata Mangeshkar’s singing style was known for its clarity, emotion, 

and sweetness. Her songs expressed a wide range of emotions such as 

love, devotion, sadness, and patriotism. Because of her beautiful voice, 

she earned the title “Nightingale of India.” 

Her contribution to Indian cinema is immense. Film music is an 

important part of Indian culture, and her songs played a major role in 

shaping this tradition. Her music reached millions of listeners and 

became an important part of everyday life. 

Apart from film songs, she also sang devotional and patriotic songs. 

These songs strengthened the emotional and cultural connection among 

people. 

Lata Mangeshkar received numerous awards and honours for her 

contribution to music. These recognitions highlight her influence on 

Indian cultural life. 

In conclusion, Lata Mangeshkar made an extraordinary contribution to 

Indian music and cinema. Her voice touched the hearts of millions and 

became an important part of Indian cultural heritage. Her songs 

continue to inspire generations of music lovers. 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT – 5 

ONE MARK: 

1. Who was Rabindranath Tagore? 

Rabindranath Tagore was a famous Indian poet, philosopher, and 

Nobel Prize winner. 

2. Which university was founded by Rabindranath Tagore? 

He founded Visva-Bharati University. 

3. Where is Visva-Bharati University located? 

It is located in Santiniketan in West Bengal. 

4. What was the aim of establishing Visva-Bharati University? 

Its aim was to promote education, culture, and harmony between 

different cultures. 

5. What is Baruni Mela? 

Baruni Mela is a traditional religious fair celebrated mainly in Assam. 

6. Where is Baruni Mela popularly held? 

It is mainly held in different parts of Assam. 

7. What is Ambubachi Mela? 

Ambubachi Mela is an important religious festival associated with the 

worship of Goddess Kamakhya. 

8. Where is Ambubachi Mela celebrated? 

It is celebrated at Kamakhya Temple in Guwahati. 

9. What is Jonbeel Mela? 

Jonbeel Mela is a traditional fair known for its unique barter trade 

system. 

10. In which state is Jonbeel Mela celebrated? 

It is celebrated in Assam. 



 

 

11. What is the main feature of Jonbeel Mela? 

The main feature is the traditional barter system, where goods are 

exchanged without money. 

12. What is the Karbi Youth Festival? 

Karbi Youth Festival is a cultural festival celebrating the traditions of 

the Karbi community. 

13. Which community celebrates the Karbi Youth Festival? 

It is celebrated by the Karbi tribal community of Assam. 

14. What is meant by folk culture? 

Folk culture refers to the traditional customs, music, dance, and 

lifestyle of common people. 

15. Where is the Barak Valley located? 

Barak Valley is located in the southern part of Assam. 

16. Name the main districts of Barak Valley. 

The main districts are Cachar, Karimganj, and Hailakandi. 

17. What is an important feature of the folk culture of Barak 

Valley? 

It includes folk songs, folk dances, traditional festivals, and local 

customs. 

18. Which language is widely spoken in Barak Valley? 

Bengali is widely spoken in Barak Valley. 

19. Why are fairs and festivals important in Indian culture? 

They promote cultural unity, social interaction, and preservation of 

traditions. 

20. How do fairs and festivals reflect culture? 

They reflect the traditions, beliefs, customs, and lifestyle of the 

people. 



 

 

TWO MARK: 

1. Who was Rabindranath Tagore and why is he important in 

Indian culture? 

Rabindranath Tagore was a famous Indian poet, philosopher, and 

educator. He played a major role in promoting Indian culture and 

literature. His writings reflected human values, nature, and 

nationalism. Tagore was the first Asian to win the Nobel Prize in 

Literature, which brought global recognition to Indian culture. 

 

2. Write a short note on Visva-Bharati University. 

Visva-Bharati University was established by Rabindranath Tagore at 

Santiniketan. The aim of this university was to promote education that 

combines Indian traditions with global knowledge. It encourages 

cultural exchange and learning through art, literature, music, and 

philosophy in a peaceful natural environment. 

 

3. What is the importance of Santiniketan in Indian culture? 

Santiniketan is important because it is the place where Rabindranath 

Tagore established Visva-Bharati University. It became a center of 

cultural learning where students studied literature, art, and music in a 

natural environment, promoting creativity, peace, and harmony among 

different cultures. 

 

4. What is Baruni Mela? 

Baruni Mela is a traditional religious fair celebrated in different parts 

of Assam. Devotees gather near rivers or holy places to take ritual 

baths and perform religious activities. The fair also includes cultural 

programs, local markets, and social gatherings that reflect regional 

traditions. 

 



 

 

5. Why is Baruni Mela culturally important? 

Baruni Mela is culturally important because it brings people together 

to celebrate religious faith and traditional customs. It helps preserve 

local traditions and promotes social unity among communities. The 

fair also provides opportunities for local trade, cultural performances, 

and religious activities. 

 

6. What is Ambubachi Mela? 

Ambubachi Mela is an important religious festival celebrated at the 

Kamakhya Temple in Guwahati. It marks the annual menstruation 

cycle of Goddess Kamakhya. During this festival, thousands of 

devotees and saints gather to offer prayers and participate in religious 

rituals. 

 

7. Why is Ambubachi Mela famous in India? 

Ambubachi Mela is famous because it is one of the largest religious 

gatherings in northeastern India. Devotees from different parts of the 

country visit the Kamakhya Temple. The festival reflects spiritual 

beliefs and religious traditions related to goddess worship. 

 

8. What is Jonbeel Mela? 

Jonbeel Mela is a traditional fair held in Assam where tribal and non-

tribal communities gather. It is famous for its unique barter system, 

where people exchange goods such as vegetables, rice, and fish 

without using money. 

 

9. Explain the barter system of Jonbeel Mela. 

The barter system in Jonbeel Mela allows people to exchange goods 

without using money. Tribal communities bring products like 



 

 

vegetables, fish, and handicrafts and exchange them with other goods. 

This traditional system reflects ancient trade practices and promotes 

cooperation among different communities. 

 

10. What is the Karbi Youth Festival? 

Karbi Youth Festival is a cultural festival celebrated by the Karbi 

community of Assam. It promotes traditional customs, folk music, 

dances, and cultural heritage. The festival encourages young people to 

preserve and celebrate their cultural identity. 

 

11. What activities take place during the Karbi Youth Festival? 

During the Karbi Youth Festival, various cultural activities such as 

traditional dance, folk music, sports competitions, and exhibitions are 

organized. These activities help promote Karbi traditions and provide 

opportunities for young people to participate in cultural celebrations. 

 

12. What is meant by folk culture? 

Folk culture refers to the traditional customs, beliefs, festivals, music, 

and lifestyle of common people. It develops through generations and 

reflects the cultural identity of a community. Folk culture plays an 

important role in preserving traditions and maintaining the cultural 

heritage of society. 

 

13. Describe the folk culture of Barak Valley. 

The folk culture of Barak Valley includes traditional songs, dances, 

festivals, and customs practiced by local communities. The culture 

reflects the influence of Bengali traditions along with regional 

elements. Cultural events, religious celebrations, and folk 

performances are important aspects of life in this region. 



 

 

14. Which districts form the Barak Valley? 

Barak Valley consists of three districts: Cachar, Karimganj, and 

Hailakandi. These districts share similar cultural traditions, languages, 

and festivals, which together create the unique cultural identity of the 

region. 

 

15. What role do fairs play in society? 

Fairs play an important role in bringing people together for religious, 

cultural, and social activities. They promote cultural exchange, 

strengthen community relationships, and provide opportunities for 

trade and entertainment. Fairs also help preserve traditional customs 

and local cultural practices. 

 

16. Why are festivals important in Indian culture? 

Festivals are important because they reflect the traditions, beliefs, and 

values of society. They create joy and unity among people and 

strengthen cultural identity. Festivals also preserve historical 

traditions and allow communities to celebrate their heritage together. 

 

17. How do fairs promote cultural unity? 

Fairs promote cultural unity by bringing together people from 

different communities and regions. During fairs, people participate in 

religious rituals, cultural performances, and social activities. This 

interaction encourages mutual understanding, cooperation, and 

cultural harmony among different groups. 

 

18. How do festivals influence social life? 

Festivals influence social life by encouraging people to gather, 

celebrate, and share happiness. They create opportunities for social 



 

 

interaction and strengthen relationships within communities. Festivals 

also help people remember their traditions and cultural values. 

 

19. What is the cultural significance of fairs in Assam? 

Fairs in Assam are important because they combine religious devotion 

with cultural celebrations. They include rituals, folk music, dances, 

and local markets. These events help preserve traditional culture and 

provide opportunities for community gatherings and social 

interaction. 

 

20. How does folk culture help preserve tradition? 

Folk culture preserves tradition by passing customs, songs, dances, 

and beliefs from one generation to another. It reflects the everyday 

life of people and helps maintain the cultural identity of a community 

over time. 

 

BROAD ANSWER: 

1. Discuss the life and cultural contribution of Rabindranath 

Tagore and the importance of Visva-Bharati University. 

Rabindranath Tagore was one of the greatest literary and cultural 

figures of India. He was born in 1861 in Bengal and became a poet, 

philosopher, novelist, musician, and educationist. His works played an 

important role in shaping modern Indian culture and literature. Tagore 

was the first Asian to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913 for 

his famous work Gitanjali. His writings reflected themes of humanism, 

spirituality, nature, and universal brotherhood. 

Tagore made a great contribution to Indian culture through literature, 

music, education, and art. He composed many poems, songs, plays, and 

short stories that deeply influenced Indian society. His songs later 

became the national anthems of India and Bangladesh. Through his 



 

 

creative works, he expressed ideas of freedom, social harmony, and 

cultural unity. Tagore believed that culture should connect people 

beyond differences of language, religion, and nationality. 

One of Tagore’s greatest achievements was the establishment of Visva-

Bharati University at Santiniketan in West Bengal in 1921. He created 

this institution with the vision of promoting a unique system of 

education that combines Indian traditions with modern global 

knowledge. Tagore believed that education should take place in a 

natural environment and should develop creativity, freedom of thought, 

and cultural understanding among students. 

The educational system of Visva-Bharati University was very different 

from the traditional colonial education system of that time. Instead of 

closed classrooms, students studied in open spaces surrounded by 

nature. Tagore believed that learning should be joyful and connected 

with real life. The university encouraged students to study literature, 

art, music, philosophy, and science together. 

Another important goal of the university was to promote cultural 

exchange between India and other countries. Scholars and students 

from different parts of the world came to study and teach there. This 

helped create an environment of international friendship and cultural 

understanding. Tagore believed that India should learn from other 

cultures while also preserving its own traditions. 

Over time, Visva-Bharati University became an important center of art, 

music, literature, and cultural studies. Many famous artists, writers, and 

scholars were associated with the institution. The university continues 

to promote Indian culture, creative arts, and intellectual development 

even today. 

In conclusion, Rabindranath Tagore was not only a great writer but also 

a visionary thinker who contributed significantly to Indian culture and 

education. Through his literary works and the establishment of Visva-

Bharati University, he promoted creativity, cultural harmony, and 

international understanding. His ideas and contributions remain an 

important part of India’s cultural heritage. 



 

 

2. Discuss the importance of fairs and festivals in Indian culture 

with reference to Baruni Mela, Ambubachi Mela, and Jonbeel 

Mela. 

Fairs and festivals are an important part of Indian culture. They reflect 

the traditions, beliefs, and social life of the people. Through festivals 

and fairs, communities express their religious faith, celebrate cultural 

traditions, and strengthen social bonds. These events also provide 

opportunities for cultural exchange, trade, and social interaction. 

One important fair celebrated in Assam is Baruni Mela. This fair is 

usually held near rivers or sacred places. During the festival, devotees 

gather to take holy baths and perform religious rituals. It is believed 

that bathing in sacred water during this time brings spiritual benefits. 

Along with religious activities, the fair also includes markets, cultural 

performances, and social gatherings. 

Another famous festival is Ambubachi Mela, which takes place at the 

famous Kamakhya Temple in Guwahati. This festival is associated with 

the worship of Goddess Kamakhya and represents the fertility of the 

earth. According to tradition, the temple remains closed for three days 

during the goddess’s annual menstruation period. After the temple 

reopens, thousands of devotees visit to offer prayers and seek blessings. 

The festival attracts saints, pilgrims, and tourists from different parts of 

India. The gathering reflects deep religious faith and spiritual traditions 

of Hindu culture. The festival also promotes cultural exchange because 

people from different communities participate in it. 

Another unique fair is Jonbeel Mela. This fair is famous for its 

traditional barter system. During the fair, people exchange goods such 

as vegetables, rice, fish, and handicrafts without using money. This 

practice reflects the ancient system of trade that existed before the 

development of modern currency. 

The fair also brings together tribal and non-tribal communities, which 

helps promote social unity and cooperation. Cultural programs, 

traditional dances, and community meetings are also organized during 



 

 

the event. These activities help preserve traditional customs and 

strengthen community relationships. 

Thus, fairs like Baruni Mela, Ambubachi Mela, and Jonbeel Mela play 

an important role in preserving cultural traditions and promoting social 

harmony. They reflect the rich cultural heritage of Assam and India. 

In conclusion, fairs and festivals are not only religious events but also 

important cultural gatherings. They help people celebrate their 

traditions, promote unity, and preserve cultural heritage for future 

generations. 

 

3. Explain the significance of Jonbeel Mela and its traditional 

barter system. 

Jonbeel Mela is one of the most unique and historically significant fairs 

in Assam. It is held every year near a lake known as Jonbeel. The fair 

has great cultural, economic, and social importance because it reflects 

ancient trade traditions and community relationships among different 

groups of people. 

One of the most interesting features of Jonbeel Mela is its traditional 

barter system. In this system, people exchange goods directly without 

using money. Tribal communities bring products such as vegetables, 

fruits, rice, fish, and handmade items. These goods are exchanged with 

products brought by other communities. This method of trade is one of 

the oldest economic systems in human history. 

The barter system practiced during this fair reflects how trade was 

conducted in ancient times before the use of currency. It also shows the 

strong cultural traditions preserved by local communities. Even in 

modern times, the continuation of this system during the fair highlights 

the importance of maintaining historical practices. 

Another important aspect of Jonbeel Mela is its role in promoting unity 

among different communities. Tribal groups such as the Tiwa 

community participate along with other communities. The fair becomes 



 

 

a meeting place where people exchange goods, ideas, and cultural 

traditions. 

Cultural programs such as traditional dances, folk music performances, 

and community gatherings are also organized during the fair. These 

activities help preserve the cultural heritage of the region and allow 

younger generations to learn about their traditions. 

In addition to cultural significance, the fair also plays an important 

economic role. Local farmers and artisans get an opportunity to sell or 

exchange their products. This helps support rural livelihoods and 

encourages local trade. 

The fair also includes traditional administrative activities. In earlier 

times, local kings or community leaders collected taxes from traders 

during the fair. This practice reflects the historical connection between 

the fair and regional governance. 

In conclusion, Jonbeel Mela is not only a cultural festival but also a 

living example of ancient trade traditions. Its barter system, cultural 

programs, and community participation make it an important symbol 

of the cultural heritage of Assam. 

 

4. Write an essay on the Karbi Youth Festival and its role in 

preserving tribal culture. 

The Karbi Youth Festival is one of the most important cultural festivals 

of the Karbi community of Assam. The festival is organized every year 

to celebrate the rich cultural heritage, traditions, and customs of the 

Karbi people. It also aims to encourage young people to learn and 

preserve their traditional culture. 

The festival is organized by the Karbi Cultural Society and usually 

takes place in the Karbi Anglong region. Thousands of people gather to 

participate in the celebrations. The festival provides a platform where 

the Karbi community can display their traditional lifestyle, music, 

dance, clothing, and cultural practices. 



 

 

One of the main attractions of the Karbi Youth Festival is the 

performance of traditional dances and folk music. Young men and 

women perform dances wearing colorful traditional costumes. These 

performances reflect the history, beliefs, and daily life of the Karbi 

people. 

The festival also includes exhibitions of traditional handicrafts, food 

items, and agricultural products. Visitors can learn about the cultural 

heritage and traditional knowledge of the Karbi community. These 

exhibitions help promote local art and support local artisans. 

Another important aspect of the festival is the organization of sports 

and cultural competitions. These events encourage youth participation 

and strengthen community bonds. Educational seminars and 

discussions are also sometimes organized to raise awareness about 

tribal culture and social development. 

The festival also plays an important role in preserving language and 

cultural identity. In modern times, globalization and modernization 

have influenced traditional lifestyles. Events like the Karbi Youth 

Festival help protect and promote tribal traditions. 

In conclusion, the Karbi Youth Festival is an important cultural event 

that celebrates the traditions and identity of the Karbi community. It 

encourages young people to respect their heritage and ensures that 

tribal culture continues to survive and develop in modern society. 

 

5. Discuss the main features of the folk culture of Barak Valley. 

The Barak Valley is located in the southern part of Assam and consists 

of three districts: Cachar, Karimganj, and Hailakandi. The region is 

known for its rich and diverse folk culture that reflects the traditions, 

customs, and lifestyle of its people. 

The folk culture of Barak Valley is strongly influenced by Bengali 

cultural traditions because Bengali is widely spoken in this region. Folk 



 

 

songs, folk dances, and traditional festivals form an important part of 

everyday life. 

One of the most important elements of folk culture in the region is folk 

music. Traditional songs are performed during festivals, weddings, and 

social gatherings. These songs express emotions, religious beliefs, and 

stories from everyday life. They help preserve the cultural identity of 

the community. 

Folk dances are also an important part of the cultural life of the region. 

These dances are performed during festivals and celebrations. The 

dancers usually wear traditional costumes and perform with music and 

rhythmic movements. 

Another important feature of the region’s culture is the celebration of 

various religious and seasonal festivals. Festivals bring people together 

and strengthen social relationships. They also reflect the religious 

beliefs and cultural values of the community. 

Traditional food, clothing, and customs also form an essential part of 

the folk culture of the region. Local handicrafts and traditional art forms 

are practiced by many communities. These traditions are passed down 

from one generation to another. 

In modern times, cultural organizations and educational institutions are 

working to preserve and promote the folk culture of the region. Cultural 

programs, festivals, and exhibitions are organized to encourage young 

people to learn about their cultural heritage. 

In conclusion, the folk culture of Barak Valley represents the rich 

traditions and lifestyle of its people. Through folk music, dance, 

festivals, and customs, the region continues to preserve its unique 

cultural identity. 

 


